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Sophia Kimmig 

born in 1988, does research on how wild animals 

adapt to the changing conditions of their habitat 

at the Institute of the Leibniz Association in Berlin. 

Her bestseller Von Füchsen und Menschen was 

published in 2021. In lectures, media work and 

text, she pursues the goal of bringing people 

closer to the diversity and value of nature and 

fosters acceptance of the protection of wildlife  

and animal species. She lives in Berlin.

Sophia Kimmig

Living Night

On the world wonders 

we sleep through

272 pages with  

approx. 10 colour  

illustrations 

March 2023

• A nighttime almanac, which guides us 

  through a world on our doorstep that

  we know very little about

• On wild boars in the city, predatory  

   raccoons, flashing fireflies and  

   blooming giant algae

When the sun goes down, the lives of wild 

animals get interesting. At bus stops where 

people wait during the day, a wild boar family 

rummages through the trashcan at night. Foxes 

search for food, fireflies send signals 

 to potential partners and raccoons scour  

the bushes. The night is not just a time; 

it’s also a habitat where a diverse range of 

fauna comes to life that we still know too little 

about. Wildlife biologist Sophia Kimmig goes 

in search of the night’s secrets. She not only 

introduces the reader to the creatures who 

inhabit it but also shows what it’s like to live  

in this parallel world. She explores how it  

was created, what it looks like, and how 

it feels and smells. A fascinating journey 

through the wonders of the night.

Sales

Spain (under negotiation)

SOPHIA KIMMIG

N AT U R E  &  S C I E N C E

»Come along on a journey through the 
world of the dark, meet its residents 
and open your eyes to the wonder of 
night.« Sophia Kimmig 

English sample 
translation  
available
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Bernd Roling  

is professor of Medieval and New Latin at Freie 

Universität Berlin. His research interests include 

the history of science and the university. He has 

covered the topics of dragons and sirens in the 

Early Modern era, among others.

Julia Weitbrecht  

is a professor of Old German language and litera-

ture at the University of Cologne. She is currently 

researching animals in medieval culture, such as 

the religious symbolism of the unicorn and the 

importance of hunting in courtly narratives.

Bernd Roling

Julia Weitbrecht

The Unicorn

A History of Longing

Approx 160 pages with 

20 colour illustrations 

April 2023

• From the medieval cabinet of curiosities 

   to the child’s nursery, the unicorn is an 

  integral part of a long cultural history

• An exciting journey through literature 

  and art, religion and politics, science 

  and pop culture 

• Richly illustrated

Cropping up everywhere from Renaissance 

Cabinets of Curiosities to children's nurseries, 

emerging as both a Christian motif and  

an emblem of the queer movement,  

the unicorn has long fascinated. While today  

it is an imaginary animal better suited to 

 T-Shirts than menageries, in antiquity and the 

Middle Ages, people firmly believed in  

the unicorn’s existence. It was only in the  

17th century that natural scientists consigned  

it to the realm of myth. Bernd Roling and  

Julia Weitbrecht unpack the turbulent history

of the unicorn. They take us through its

representation in natural history and

medicine, literature and art, as well as the

present-day media landscape. Entertainingly,

they show how the unicorn is an integral  

part of our imaginations – one whose use

extends far beyond the fluffy image  

it has resigned to in today’s pop culture.

Sales

All rights available

BERND ROLING • JULIA WEITBRECHT 

N AT U R E  &  S C I E N C E

»Now I will believe that  
       there are unicorns …« William Shakespeare, The Tempest

Reading desk cloth with a 

unicorn hunt and an enclosed 

garden from the Benedictine 

convent in Ebstorf, 16th century

Rochester Bestiary,  

British Library, circa 1230

Floor mosaic of the  

cathedral in Otranto,  

13th century

English sample 
translation  
available
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Peter von Matt

born in Lucerne in 1937, was a German Language 

and Literature professor at the University of Zurich 

until 2002. He is a member of various academies. 

In 2014, he was awarded the Goethe Prize of the 

City of Frankfurt am Main. He lives in Zurich. His 

latest publications by Hanser include Das Kalb 

von der Gotthardpost. Zur Literatur und Politik 

der Schweiz (2012) and Sieben Küsse. Glück und 

Unglück in der Literatur (2017).

Peter von Matt

Villains, Faustian Figures 

and Shining Lights

What Literature Can Do

240 pages 

February 2023

To find out how literature provides a different 

take on the seemingly familiar world around 

you, look no further than Peter von Matt. In  

unassuming selections of text, he discovers 

ideas that help us grasp things that are often  

difficult to pinpoint. Such as: Where does  

profligacy come from? How does stupidity 

function? What’s the deal with family secrets? 

Major works of literature by writers ranging 

from Shakespeare and Goethe to Adelbert  

von Chamisso offers plenty of examples, and 

The Magic Flute and Struwwelpeter also prove 

rich subjects for study. In his concise essay 

form, Peter von Matt unfolds entire worlds – and 

the temptation to keep reading is hard to resist.

Sales

All rights available

PETER VON MATT
»When a master in his field 

talks about what he reads, 

he suddenly breathes life 

into dusty piles of books – 

and dry facts surprisingly 

become art.«  
Roman Bucheli, Neue Züricher Zeitung

»Peter von Matt 
is the Zen master 
among German 
scholars.« 
Hildegard Keller, SWR 2 Literaturclub

• An invitation to rediscover the 

  world through reading 

• The miracle of literature lies  

   in the details 

• Peter von Matt on the art of reading

6
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Anna Mayr

was born in 1993 in the east of the Ruhr region. 

She studied geography and literature in Cologne, 

then wrote for a tabloid newspaper and worked 

as a German teacher. In 2018 together with the 

Correctiv team, she was nominated for the Nannen 

and Reporter Prize. She is now an editorial writer 

for the politics desk of DIE ZEIT and lives in Berlin. 

Hanser Berlin recently published Die Elenden 

(The Wretched, 2020), which explores poverty 

and unemployment.

Anna Mayr

Money is No Object

176 pages 

March 2023

• After her celebrated debut Die Elenden, 

  Anna Mayr writes about one of the last 

  remaining taboos: Money 

• About how the waste she faces every 

  day as an upwardly mobile person  

  makes her uncomfortable

• A political and very personal book  

  that changes our view of the injustices 

  of the world

Her family was always short of money.  

As a child, she often wondered why some 

people were able to squander hundreds of  

euros on handbags, shoes and steak, while 

for others, a hundred euros was a small  

fortune. In the meantime, she herself has  

become one of the wasteful ones, spending 

60 euros on a ski pass, 590,000 euros on  

a mediocre apartment or 748 euros on a  

wedding dress. But she still converts every 

sum into welfare payments. Anna Mayr talks 

openly about how she has climbed up the 

social ladder. But the more arbitrary the cost 

of something is, the more she longs for an 

alternative – a way to stop feeling torn.

Sales

All rights available

ANNA MAYR

»Anna Mayr’s  
rage is funda-
mental in the 
midst of so much 
self-congratulatory
political and media
hullaballoo.«  
Christian Baron, Der Freitag
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Alice Hasters

Identity Crisis

Why doubt can lead to 

the reinvention of our-

selves and our society

208 pages

May 2023

Reinvention comes on the  

heels of uncertainty and doubt

Western society is going through an identity 

crisis. All the systems that promised security, 

the future and justice seem to have failed, and 

doubt and uncertainty now prevail. Identity 

crises spell disaster and are exhausting for 

everyone involved. But they are also comple-

tely necessary – without them, individuals and 

societies cannot progress or grow. 

Alice Hasters tackles the greatest fears of our 

time and offers an enlightening, personal and 

above all comforting outlook for the future.

ALICE HASTERS

Alice Hasters  

was born in Cologne in 1989. She lives and 

works as a freelance author, presenter and public 

speaker in Berlin. Her first book, What White 

People Don’t Want to Hear About Racism But 

Should Know, reached No. 5 on the 2020 annual 

bestseller list of paperback non-fiction, and she 

was voted Cultural Journalist of the Year for her 

educational work on the topic of racism.

• Bestselling author Alice Hasters  

  explores the biggest debate of our time 

• Her personal approach makes  

  complex themes accessible

• Her concise, welcoming style invites 

   readers to a discussion on an  

   equal footing

»Major social issues are also issues of individual identity. 

If we want society to change, then we first have to estab-

lish: WHO ARE WE REALLY?« Alice Hasters  

Sales

All rights available
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Max Czollek

was born in 1987 in Berlin, where he works as the 

co-editor of the magazine Jalta – Positionen zur 

jüdischen Gegenwart (Jalta – Positions on the  

Jewish Present). He is the author of the contro-

versial Desintegriert euch! (2018) (De-Integrate: 

A Jewish Survival Guide for the 21st Century, 

Restless Books) and Gegenwartsbewältigung 

(2020), both published by Hanser, as well as three 

poetry collections. In spring 2022, Czollek was the 

curator of the exhibition Rache. Geschichte und 

Fantasie (Revenge. History and Fantasy) at the 

Jewish Museum Frankfurt. Available on Twitter as

@rubenmcloop, on Instagram as @max_czollek

Max Czollek

Theatre of Reconciliation

176 pages

July 2022

•  Bestselling author Max Czollek dissects 

   the change in the German self-image 

   both incisively and polemically

• Theatre of reconciliation and debates 

   on Germany’s Nazi past: a critical

   analysis of German memory culture

• An ardent long essay in which Czollek

  touches on sensitive socio-political issues

In his legendary books Desintegriert Euch! 

and Gegenwartsbewältigung, author Max 

Czolleck cast aspersions on narratives of 

German integration and German Leitkultur 

(dominant culture). Sharp, witty and surprising 

at every turn, Theatre of Reconciliation closes 

the circle by interrogating current memory 

culture concerning Germany’s past atrocities. 

Things have changed since Brandt kneeled 

in Warsaw and the Holocaust memorial was 

built – just to mention two instances where 

Germany affirmed its self-image. Now, Berlin’s 

Stadtschloss honouring Prussian kings has 

been reconstructed and Germany’s new military 

budget symbolises a sea change in political 

thinking. Not only that: during a visit to Israel, 

a German president spoke unprompted of 

the two nations’ »reconciliation«. Germany is 

back on stage again, not least because of the 

exemplary fashion with which it remembers 

the Holocaust. Roll up everyone to the  

Theatre of Reconciliation!

MAX CZOLLEK

There’s enough trauma  
to go around! 

Sales 

Selected backlist:

Desintegriert Euch!:  

US (Restless Books)

On the  

SPIEGEL  

bestseller list
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Konrad Paul Liessmann 

born 1953 in Villach, is professor emeritus of 

Philosophy at the University of Vienna. Last 

published by Zsolnay: Geisterstunde. Die Praxis 

der Unbildung (2014), Bildung als Provokation 

(2017) and Alle Lust will Ewigkeit, Mitternächtliche 

Versuchungen (2021). Last published by Hanser 

together with Michael Köhlmeier: Wer hat dir 

gesagt, dass du nackt bist, Adam? Mythologisch-

philosophische Verführungen (2016).

Konrad Paul Liessmann 

Alternative Facts  

and Other Lies

Essay. 256 pages

February 2023A pithy, provocative contribution  

to the topics of our time:

• Fake news

• Conspiracy theories

• Filter bubbles

Half-truths, social bubbles, propaganda,  

euphemisms, fake news and conspiracy  

theories – all synonyms for lies. They’re so 

shrill we can’t escape seeing or hearing  

them in the media and public discourse. In  

this maze of information, you need a sharp  

eye and a keen ear to discern the truth.

Konrad Paul Liessmann dissects the  

present with an objective gaze and gentle irony, 

as well as steadfast commitment and great 

seriousness. He acknowledges the restrictive 

conditions for the formulas of our time and 

discovers the signatures of our era in everyday 

thinking. Whether discussing political morals  

or social relations, the pandemic, climate  

change or shifting values, Liessmann unfolds a  

detailed panorama of our society and creates 

a mosaic of its fallacies and self-deceptions. 

KONRAD PAUL LIESSMANN

»A great thinker of our time, a uni- 
versal scholar who writes and talks 
about topics in a very informative, 
witty way.«  Nicola Steiner, SRF Literaturclub

Sales 

Selected backlist:

Theorie der Unbildung:  

Czech Republic (Academia), Japan (Hosei UP), 

Korea (HanulMPLus)
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Benno Gammerl  

is a historian and considered a leading resear-

cher of queer life in Germany. After periods in 

Berlin and London, he has taught as a professor 

of gender and sexuality history at the European 

University Institute in Florence since 2021. His 

research has received several awards. His  

most recent publication with Hanser was Feeling  

Different. Gay and lesbian life in the Federal  

Republic of Germany. A history of emotions (2021). 

Benno Gammerl

Queer

A German history  

from the time of  

the Empire to today

Approx 240 pages with 

illustrations and index 

May 2023

• From 1871 to today: Germany’s  

  first queer history at a glance

• Benno Gammerl is a leading  

  researcher of queer life 

• Indispensable historical facts  

  for current debates on LGBTQ* issues

Germany’s queer history has long been 

neglected. And so queer life has only been 

debated in recent decades – even though 

homosexual movements fought exclusion 

and discrimination as far back as the German 

Empire. How can the history of same-sex 

love and gender nonconformism be told? 

What does German history look like from a 

queer perspective? And what of the notion of 

a straight line of emancipation, from same-

sex marriage to the abolition of the German 

Transsexual Law, which will hopefully happen 

soon? Queer is the first popular non-fiction 

book to explore these questions via an  

exciting historical overview. An indispensable 

basis for the debates of our time.

Sales

All rights available

BENNO GAMMERL

P O L I T I C S  &  S O C I E T Y

The telling of 

Queer history

cannot be 

straightforward. 

How could it be?

Queerness is 
nothing new
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Habbo Knoch  

born in 1969, studied History, Philosophy,  

Political Science and Sociology in Göttingen,  

Bielefeld, Jerusalem and at Oxford. In 2008,  

he became the director of the Lower Saxony  

Memorials Foundation. Since 2014, he has  

taught Modern and Contemporary History at  

the University of Cologne. He is especially 

interested in 20th-century German and European 

history and the question of collective memory.  

habbo-knoch.de

Habbo Knoch

In the Name of Dignity

A German Story

288 pages  

with an index 

May 2023

• Human dignity shall be inviolable:  

  the Federal Republic of Germany’s  

  self-image and challenges

• More indispensable than ever:  

  a history that spans decades, from  

  Germany’s fresh democratic start  

  to the emancipatory movements  

  of our current times

• How did dignity become included in  

  the German constitution and in which  

  discussions has it played a role?

The German constitution guarantees human 

dignity – an abstract promise that has led to 

the formulation of many concrete demands 

over the years. While the early German 

Republic was concerned with distancing itself 

from the National Socialist dictatorship, it later 

invoked human dignity to fight global injustice, 

stand up for women’s rights and sexual equa-

lity and also to campaign against the impunity 

of abortion. Habbo Knoch writes about how 

the concept of inviolable human dignity was 

developed even before 1945 and how, despite 

its various interpretations, it became the most 

important agreement of the German people.

Sales 

All rights available

HABBO KNOCH

P O L I T I C S  &  S O C I E T Y

Human dignity shall be  
inviolable: just an assertion  
or a political maxim?

A german story
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»Karl Schlögel's intelligent work 
    teaches us that whatever happens to 
Ukraine, it will never let us go.« Entscheidung in Kiew 

»We are all narcissists -  
    and we can't change 
that until we understand 
   it. A must-read.« Die Qualen des Narzissmus

»An extraordinary and exceptionally 
       polyphonic story.« Vier Schwestern

»The book offers a highly interesting and insightful 

         read. Fascinating and multifaceted.« Die Unterwerfung
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of nature’s subjugation 

M
o

tiv
 ©

: a
kg

 im
a

g
e

s

Subjugate the Earth 
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Philipp Blom 

born in 1970, studied Philosophy, History and  

Jewish Studies in Vienna and at Oxford. He 

works in Vienna as a writer and historian and has 

received many prizes including the fellowship of 

the Getty Research Institute in Los Angeles, the 

Premis Internacionals Terenci Moix and the NDR 

Kultur Non-Fiction Book Prize. He is the author 

of the books Die Welt aus den Angeln (2017) and 

Was auf dem Spiel steht (2017).  

phillip-blom.eu

Philipp Blom

Subjugate the Earth

The beginning and  

end of humanity’s  

domination of nature

512 pages 

September 2022

• Humanity must learn that nature  

  does not owe us its service 

• A global history from ancient times 

  to the present day

»And replenish the Earth and subdue it,«  

ordered the author of the book of Genesis 

around 3,000 years ago, speaking his words 

through the mouth of the Creator. And so  

began the idea that humanity has a special 

place on Earth and is allowed to use its resources 

with impunity, an idea so strong it took root 

across the globe. Whoever resisted pitted them-

selves against colonisers and businesspeople 

claiming they were beholden to higher ideals.  

In this epic history of the environment, Phillip 

Blom tells the story of nature’s subjugation, the 

consequences of which have propelled  

today’s world towards the brink of collapse.  

We need to free our-selves from our insistence 

on superiority over nature if we are to survive.

Sales

Italy (Marsilio), Netherlands (Bezige Bij), Spain

(Anagrama), UK/US (under negotiation) 

PHILIPP BLOMWhere does  
our obsession to 
dominate nature 
come from? The 
story of an idea 
that is destroying 
the planet

»As always with Blom:  

impressively good and  

convincing writing.«
Rainer Volk, SWR

English sample 
translation  
available
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Karl Schlögel  
was born in 1948; he read philosophy, sociology, 

Eastern European History and Slavic studies at 

the Berlin Free University and in Moscow and 

Saint Petersburg. Until his retirement in 2013 he 

was Professor of Eastern European History at  

the Europa University Viadrina in Frankfurt.  

Hanser most recently published Grenzland Europa. 

Unterwegs auf einem neuen Kontinent (2013)  

and Der Duft der Imperien (2020).

Karl Schlögel 

Ukraine

A Nation on  

the Borderland

350 pages

September 2015/ 

updated edition 2022

• Karl Schlögel’s perspective on the  

  Ukraine: its past, self-image and future

• Schlögel’s commentary stands as  

  both dedicated testimony and  

  in-depth analysis

Ukraine is a country caught in a political  

tug of war: With Russia to the east and the  

European Union to the west, this pivotal nation 

has long been a pawn in a global ideological 

game, the stakes of which have only gotten 

higher through the Russian annexation of 

Crimea and subsequent invasion. To better 

capture this shifting panorama, Karl Schlögel  

has added a major essay on war to his  

Ukrainian Lessons of 2015, based on years 

of travel and research into the country. Lviv, 

Odessa, Chernivtsi, Kiev, Kharkiv, Mariupol: 

All those names we have come to associate 

with terrible news can be rediscovered here as 

doorways into an open, diverse world that the 

West has ignored for far too long. Combining  

a historian’s meticulousness with his  

customary journalistic flair, Karl Schlögel  

illuminates Ukraine. And his urban portraits 

make it patently clear that, in order to know 

what is at stake in Europe, we must look here.

Sales

France (Gallimard), Spain (Acantilado), Sweden 

(Stolpe), UK/US (Reaktion Books)

KARL SCHLÖGEL
»Karl Schlögel's 
intelligent  
enlightening work
teaches us that 
whatever happens 
to Ukraine, as a 
significant part 
of Europe, it will 
never let us go.«
Richard Herzinger, Die Welt

P O L I T I C S  &  S O C I E T Y
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Isolde Charim

was born in Vienna, studied philosophy in Vienna 

and Berlin, and works as a freelance journalist 

and columnist for the taz and the Falter. In 2006, 

she received the City of Vienna’s journalism prize. 

Her book Myself and Others. How Pluralisation 

Changes Us All, for which she received the  

Philosophical Book Prize 2018 was published  

by Zsolnay. In 2022, she received the Austrian 

State Prize for Cultural Journalism.

Isolde Charim

The Agonies  

of Narcissism

On Voluntary  

Submission

256 pages

September 2022

• Up-to-date analysis 

• Gets to the bottom of the division 

   of society

• One of Austria’s most important 

  intellectual voices

Why do we surrender to circumstances? Or in 

Spinoza’s words: How is it that »people fight 

for their servitude as if it were for their salva-

tion«? This question must be asked over and 

over again – but especially in times of crisis 

and uncertainty. The answer today is surely: 

that Narcissism is a social requirement of every 

individual: You must become more than you 

are – you must become your ideal. But what 

does it mean for society if an anti-social  

principle becomes the dominant ideology? 

Isolde Charim explains with impressive  

clarity why we voluntarily submit to  

the »Agonies of Narcissism.«

ISOLDE CHARIM

»Charim makes things visible that we all realise but don’t 

fully understand.« Sieglinde Geisel, Westdeutscher Rundfunk

»A spectacular analysis of who we really are – as opposed to 

who we think we are. We are all narcissists – and we can't 

change that until we understand it. A must-read.« taz FUTURZWEI

Sales 

Korea (Minumsa), Netherlands (Athenaeum/Polak 

& Van Gennep), Spain (Bauplan) 
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Ernst Strouhal

was born in 1957, is a professor at the University 

of Applied Arts Vienna, a writer and a journalist. 

He received the Austrian State Prize for Cultural 

Journalism in 2010 and has worked on exhibitions, 

including Ein Lied der Vernunft (Jewish Museum 

of the City of Vienna 1996) and Spiele der Stadt 

(Wien Museum 2011). His most recent publications 

are: Die Welt im Spiel. Atlas der spielbaren Land-

karten (2015), Böse Briefe. Zur Geschichte des 

Drohens und Erpressens (together with Christoph 

Winder, 2017) and Gespräch mit einem Esel. 

Vom Lesen mit dem Daumen (2019).

Ernst Strouhal 

Four Sisters 

Distant Vienna,  

Foreign World

416 pages with photos

August 2022

• For readers of Edmund de Waal's 

  The Hare with Amber Eyes

• Four strong women

• Draws on previously unknown  

  documents (letters, diaries, notes)

• Connections to Karl Kraus  

  and Elias Canetti

Gerda, Friedl, Ilse and Susanne were  

the daughters and granddaughters of Moriz 

Benedikt, the famous editor of the powerful 

Neue Freie Presse, of which Karl Kraus was 

a fierce critic. Elias Canetti lived in the same 

neighbourhood as the Benedikt family. He did 

not escape the gazes of the Benedikt  

daughters, who invited him to the salon.  

The annexation of Austria put an end to this  

privileged lifestyle, but the four sisters  

managed to escape. Scattered in all  
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