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»So this is how it ends … You walk at last into the flat you’ve dreamt of

whole life, only to die, like this, without seeing the glint in Emine’s
H Ü S E Y I Nyour
eyes when she comes in here for the first time, or the youthful excitement of your daughter and two sons – you’ll never see any of it.«

»People praying always make Ümit feel bad. It’s as if the prayers are

Ü M I Trendered useless by his being in the room, as if Ümit’s presence will
ensure that the prayers are not answered.«

»Sevda’s entire fate was determined by her having been left all alone
at the age of twelve while the rest of her family started a new life in

Fatma Aydemir' s
EPIC Family Novel

exciting country on the other side of the world. Nobody could have
S E V DAanrecovered
from this loneliness. She would carry it with her all the way
to the small German town where her younger siblings spoke a new
language that she didn’t understand.«

»Assimilation, thought Peri, didn’t have a history. It was the opposite of

It was the end of it, its eradication. It was the emptiness in your
P E RIhistory.
heart whenever someone spoke about homesickness. It was the absence
of any desire to correct people when they mispronounced your name.«

»As if Hakan had actually chosen to be a wog. As if he wouldn’t far

H A K A Non time because the cops didn’t accuse him out of the blue of being

rather be an inconspicuous nobody who made it to his father’s funeral
a junkie or a dealer.«

»Happy. Why do these children keep talking about being happy? Why do

E M I N Ethey always want everyone to be happy? Can’t people just be normal?
Why isn’t that enough?«

FICTION

FATMA AYDEMIR

Selected by
New books
in German

English sample
translation
available

Hüseyin has spent the past thirty years
working in Germany, and now his biggest

»A family novel
about being in
between places
which moved me
like no other.«
Alena Schröder

dream has finally come true: he’s bought his
very own flat in Istanbul - but he promptly dies
of a heart attack on the day he moves in. His
family in Germany travel to Turkey for the
funeral. Fatma Aydemir’s epic social novel
tells the stories of six characters who could
not be more different from each other, and
yet all happen to be related - and of their
insatiable desire to be understood.
If every family is nothing more than a tapestry
of stories, what do the holes in it mean? Do
we need them because we can’t face up to
the whole truth? Or will they end up bringing

On the
SPIEGEL
t
bestseller lis

everything crashing down? Djinns asks these
questions with power and beauty, casting its
gaze deep into the history of the past decades
and far ahead into the future. The six unforgettable protagonists of this novel all have
their own baggage: secrets, desires, wounds.
And yet one thing unites them all: this
feeling they get in Hüseyin’s flat that
someone is watching them.

Sales
Denmark (Politikens), Netherlands (Signatuur)

368 pages
February 2022

• An epic family novel
• Fatma Aydemir’s voice has a force
that hits you in the heart and in the gut

Foto ©: Sybille Fendt

Fatma Aydemir
was born in Karlsruhe in 1986. She lives in Berlin
and is a columnist and editor for the taz newspaper.
Her debut novel, Ellbogen, was published by
Hanser in 2017, and won the Klaus Michael Kühne
Prize and the Franz Hessel Prize. In 2019, together
with Hengameh Yaghoobifarah, she published the
anthology Eure Heimat ist unser Albtraum. Djinns
was awarded the Robert Gernhardt Prize.
On Instagram and Twitter

Fatma Aydemir
Djinns
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FICTION

ABBAS KHIDER

»Abbas
Khider’s
writing is
so thrilling
it makes
you shiver.«

Selected by
New books
in German

English sample
translation
available

On the
SPIEGEL
bestseller list

A hugely powerful life story: a bridge between
Germany and Iraq, a great story of searching
and remembering. This moving and poetic
novel carries within it the sounds of a whole
life. A host of beautiful images reveal the
full force of Abbas Khider’s writing.
Said Al-Wahid always carries his passport with
him, even when he’s just going to the supermarket. He lives in the Neukölln district of
Berlin together with his wife Monica and their
son Ilias. Said wants to be a writer, and has
started publishing some texts in literary magazines. On his way home from a reading one
evening, he receives the news that his mother
is dying – and so, for the first time in years, he
travels back to his country of origin. The closer
Said gets to his family in Baghdad, the deeper
his memories go: back to the years of his arrival in Germany, to the months he spent fleeing
across Africa towards Europe, and finally

Cornelia Geissler, Frankfurter Rundschau

back to moments of his childhood in Iraq.
Which memories are missing, which have
been distorted and which have been
invented? Said doesn’t know. And that’s
what has saved him to this day.

Foto ©: Peter-Andreas Hassiepen

Abbas Khider
was born in Baghdad in 1973. He was sent to
prison at the age of 19 because of his political
activities. After he was released, he fled Iraq and
spent time in several different countries. He has
been living in Germany since the year 2000, and
studied literature and philosophy in Munich and
Potsdam. Abbas Khider now lives in Berlin. His
publications with Hanser include Ohrfeige (2016),
Deutsch für alle (2019) and Palast der Miserablen
(2020).
abbaskhider.com and on Facebook
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Sales
Denmark (Straarup & Co.)

Abbas Khider
The Memory Forger
128 pages
January 2022

• Which memories make us who we are?

6

FICTION

MONIKA HELFER

Selected by
New books
in German

English sample
translation
available

On the
SPIEGEL
bestseller list

Monika Helfer remembers her brother.
Lionheart is an intimate portrait, a story about
care, guilt and family ties. Since the death of
their mother, Monika and her sisters have been
separated from their little brother Richard. They
only rarely see each other, and are losing their
bond. It is the late 1970s, and the BaaderMeinhof gang is turning Germany upside
down. Richard is already a young man,
a typesetter by trade - »the avant garde of the
working class«. He is an oddball and seems
not to value life very much. He will only take
on any responsibility when it is thrust upon him
– including when, in a highly strange move, an
old lover leaves him with a child he only knows

»A wonderfully lively, lightlywritten story.«
Peer Teuwsen, NZZ am Sonntag

by its nickname: Putzi. As the political situation
in the country grows increasingly tense, the
months he spends with the girl change Richard.
Unintentionally becoming a father gives him
some new footing, at least for a while. Monika
Helfer turns her life experience into great literature; through her novels about her family, she
has become the chronicler of an entire century.

Foto ©: Nini Tschavoll

Monika Helfer
was born in 1947 in Au / Bregenzerwald, and lives
as a writer with her family in the Vorarlberg region
of Austria. She has published numerous novels,
short stories and children’s books. Her works have
received numerous distinctions, including the
Robert Musil Stipend, the Austrian Prize for Literature and the Solothurner Literature Prize. She
received the 2021 Schubart Literature Prize of
the city of Aalen for her novel Die Bagage (2020).
Her most recent publication with Hanser is the
novel Vati (2021).

7

Sales
Rights in The Riff-Raff have been sold to 16 countries

• Monika Helfer turns her life
experiences into literature

Monika Helfer
Lionheart
192 pages
January 2022

• After The Riff-Raff and Daddy: the
new chapter of the story of a family
from the Austrian Vorarlberg that
already inspires and captivates so
many readers worldwide

8

FICTION

JULIA VON LUCADOU

Before lying down on the tracks of an
underground train, Mette, 15, announces what
she’s about to do via a string of TikTok videos.
Nobody reacts – but she still gets rescued.
Her suicide attempt confounds everyone in her
privileged world: up until now, she’s done a
perfect job of playing the gifted child – Mette’s
strategy for remaining under the radar in a
world full of lies. Then she meets Jo: ten years
older than her, brilliant and full of rage, an
ally. He has built up a following as an antiinfluencer, and now recruits Mette to his battle

A frighteningly clever novel about
our present age – perfidiously
entertaining and unsettling

a game whose rules she does not understand.
With glittering clarity and cutting wit, Julia von
Lucadou opens up a window onto our present
age, in which digital and real-life realities
completely permeate each other.

Sales
Selected backlist:
The Highrise Diver: France (Actes Sud), Italy
(Carbonio Editore), UK/US (World Editions)

Julia von Lucadou
Tick Tack
256 pages
March 2022

• Cutting and hardheaded – a text
that plays with superficialities,
but gets deep under your skin

Foto ©: Guido Schiefer

Julia von Lucadou
was born in Heidelberg in 1982, and is a film
scholar. She has worked as an assistant director,
television commissioner and simulated patient.
Her debut novel, Die Hochhausspringerin (The
High-Rise Diver) (2018) was shortlisted for the
Swiss Book Prize and was awarded the Swiss
Literature Prize.

against the mainstream. She gets drawn into

9
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FICTION

YAEL INOKAI

»A unique voice, full

Selected by
New books
in German

of deeply sensual
and unconventional
descriptions and
Meret is a nurse. The clinic is her home, she

analogies. A revelation!«

wears her uniform with pride, and no one
knows more than her about how people can

Britta Spichiger, SRF Literatur

suffer. Until one day a new kind of intervention
is developed, aimed at releasing women from
psychological distress. Its secondary effects

»Yael Inokai illuminates

can be painful, but then patients start to heal.
Meret holds onto this thought, even as she

the women in this

slowly begins to have her doubts about it.

book with her limpid

A Simple Intervention is not just the story of a

sentences; she writes

archies and dehumanised female patients,

young woman who, in a world of strict hierbegins to lose her belief in the power of medicine. It is also an intense evocation of a love

with a steady hand,

with its own unique rules: Meret falls in love
with another female nurse. And in so doing,

never shying away

she oversteps an invisible boundary.

from the darkness.«
Dorothee Elmiger

Sales
All rights available

Foto ©: Ladina Bischoff

Yael Inokai
was born in 1989 in Basel. She studied philosophy
there, and then screenwriting and dramaturgy in
Berlin. Her debut novel, Storchenbiss, was published in 2012. She won the 2018 Swiss Literature
Prize for her second novel, Mahlstrom. She is a
staffer at the magazine PS: Politisch Schreiben
and lives in Berlin.
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• An award-winning author explores

Yael Inokai
A Simple Intervention
192 pages
February 2022

a risky medical intervention that
changes the life of three women forever
• A novel about deep-seated misogyny
and the emancipatory power of love
and empathy
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FICTION

»I read this book as if

JUDITH W. TASCHLER

English sample
translation
available

intoxicated. Twice within
the space of just a few
weeks. And although the
second time round I knew
what would happen, it still
grabbed me and enthralled
me just as much.
Great stuff.«

The family in the mill have almost made their
peace with the idea that Carl died in the war
when, in the winter of 1918, they suddenly
find him standing outside their front door –
so changed that even his twin brother Eugen
barely recognises him. Eugen is just visiting:
he set off for America in search of happiness
a few years ago, and may even have found it
there. Will he be prepared to share it with Carl?
Is happiness even something you can share?

Christine Westermann, WDR on Die Deutschlehrerin

Judith W. Taschler has written an epic family
novel: a spellbinding account, spanning

»The reader is engrossed,
wants to know what really
happened. A thoroughly
humane novel.«

three generations, of the fate of the Brugger
family, whose life at the mill is above all
defined by its women. A sensitive portrait
of a village, a book about goodbyes and starcrossed love, about war and the insatiable
longing for the happiness of the past.

Susanna Bastaroli, Die Presse on Das Geburtstagsfest

Sales
All rights available

• An epic family novel
spanning three generations

464 pages
April 2022

• Spans the period from the start
of the 19th to the 20th century
• For readers of Dörte Hansen
and Daniela Krien

Foto ©: Maria Noi

Judith W. Taschler
was born in 1970 in Linz, and grew up with six
siblings and numerous animals and books in a
big yellow house in the Mühlviertel region. After
studying history and German language and
literature, she worked as a teacher for several
years. She lives in Innsbruck. Her novel Die
Deutschlehrerin was awarded the 2014 Friedrich
Glauser Prize. She has also published, among
others, the novels bleiben (2016), David (2017)
and Das Geburtstagsfest (2019).

Judith W. Taschler
We’ll Talk About
Carl Tomorrow
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FICTION

DIRK SCHÜMER

English sample
translation
available

Denounced as a heretic, the most famous
German preacher Eckhart von Hochheim
had to submit to the Inquisition in the court of
the Pope in Avignon in the year 1328. In the
company of his novice, Wittekind, Meister
Eckhart witnesses a bloody robbery. When
Wittekind himself is attacked, the pair realise
that they are being drawn into a Europe-wide
financial fraud scheme. In the shadow of the
Pope's Palace, the secretive Franciscan
William of Baskerville is also on the

»Dirk Schümer is a wonderful
storyteller.« Donna Leon
»Whoever thought that William of Baskerville had no life after

trail of its perpetrators.
Dirk Schümer’s enthralling historical
novel picks up where Umberto Eco’s
Name of the Rose left off. We discover
a dark metropolis of religion, which
has only one credo: gold.

The Name of the Rose will think better of it after reading
this book by Dirk Schümer! He is alive! And how!« Michael Krüger
Sales
All rights available

Foto ©: Stepany Fotografie/Zsolnay

Dirk Schümer
was born in 1962 in Soest, and studied German
language and literature, philosophy and medieval
history in Hamburg and Paris. In the early 1990s,
he worked as an editor and cultural correspondent
for the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung in Venice
and Vienna, and has worked in the same roles
for the Welt group since November 2014. His
most recent publications are Zu Fuß. Eine kurze
Geschichte des Wanderns; Schland: Wie der
Fußball Deutschland neu erfunden hat (both in
2010) and Touristen sind immer die anderen (2014).
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Dirk Schümer
The Black Rose
608 pages
February 2022

• Required reading for all fans
of The Name of the Rose
• Historically accurate and
as exciting as a thriller
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FICTION

DANIEL SCHULZ
»An important, powerful
book about Nazi terrorism
after German reunification,
hurriedly-abandoned
cherry gardens in Brandenburg, and sons whose
fathers suddenly hawk
insurance policies.«
Dmitrij Kapitelman

He is ten years old when
revolution erupts in the GDR.
While many people around him long for
freedom, he is afraid: of the imperialists and
fascists his teachers warned him about.
Of what is coming and of what he doesn’t
know. A few years later, he is harassed by
Neonazis because of his long hair. And yet
he often hangs out with rightwing extremists
because he feels safe with them. As safe as
he feels when he’s with Mariam, whose
family comes from Georgia and is afraid
of nothing. But at some point he’ll have

»A brilliant,
disturbing book.«

to decide whose side he is on.
We Were Like Brothers is a graphic evocation
of the period directly following the Fall of the
Berlin Wall – and an all-too relevant novel
about the often banal origins of racism
and rightwing violence.

Margarete Stokowski

Sales
All rights available

Foto ©: Paula Winkler

Daniel Schulz
was born in 1979 in Potsdam, and grew up in
a village in Brandenburg. He studied political
science and journalism in Leipzig. After some
early jobs in journalism for Zitty, the Märkische
Allgemeine and Freies Wort, he started working
for the taz newspaper, where he is now features
editor. He has been awarded the Reporter Prize
and the Theodor Wolff Prize.
On Twitter

17

• Daniel Schulz reveals the banality of
right-wing violence after the Fall of the

Daniel Schulz
We Were Like Brothers
288 pages
January 2022

Berlin Wall through this story of a youth
in provincial Brandenburg
• He now investigates the players in
extremist rightwing networks in his
work as an investigative journalist
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FICTION

LEA DRAEGER

The
Story
of a
Liberation

»When my grandfather was twelve years old,
my great-grandfather hanged himself from
a cross beam in the ceiling of his bakery using
a dog lead. His feet swung over the work
surface. He stared down stiffly at his child.«
In her uncompromising debut, Lea Draeger tells
the story of a family whose origins overshadow
its life in the present. She gradually reveals
a kaleidoscope of trauma and silence that
define the lives of the grandmother, mother
and daughter: they are all at once desperate
and cruel, trapped and strong. But the daughter
will manage to overcome this inheritance
of trauma by confronting her family history.

• A woman frees herself from a family

Foto ©: Paula Winkler

Lea Draeger
was born in 1980 and is an actor and visual
artist. She has been a permanent member of the
ensemble of the Maxim Gorki Theatre in Berlin
since 2015; before this, she worked at several
different theatres including the Schauspielhaus
Bochum and the Berliner Schaubühne. She has
given guest performances at the Schauspielhaus
Düsseldorf and the Salzburger Festspielen, and
has been awarded, among others, the Daphne
Prize, the audience prize of Berlin theatres.
leadraeger.de and on Instagram: @leadraeger

in which everything is left unsaid

Sales
All rights available

Lea Draeger
If I Could Betray You
288 pages
January 2022

• A book that explores some of the
major issues of our time: family traumas
and the pressure to conform to a system
shaped by men
• Horror and beauty side by side –
written in highly evocative, limpid prose

19

20

E S S AY

KARL-MARKUS GAUSS

Leipzig Book
Award for
European Understanding 2022

The years between his 60th and 65th birthdays
provide the frame for Karl-Markus Gauß’
journals. But this »sensitive chronicler of
daily life« (Neue Zürcher Zeitung) entices
us into following him back into history, and
into taking a look at who will manage our
future. Gauß usually doesn’t need more than
a paragraph to jump from the global stage to
intimate, local stories: he connects Helmut
Schmidt’s burial to Henry Kissinger’s role

»Gauß deserves very first place among the enlightened
spirits of our age.«

in Vietnam, the war invalids he used to
meet on his way to school to the 2015
refugee crisis, the death of a friend to the
digital engineers of immortality.

Andreas Breitenstein, Neue Zürcher Zeitung

»One of the most accomplished stylists of contemporary
German literature.« Günter Kaindlstorfer, WDR

Foto ©: Kurt Kaindl

Karl-Markus Gauß
was born in 1954 in Salzburg, where he still
lives and works as an author and publisher of the
magazine Literatur und Kritik. His books have been
translated into numerous languages and have
received many prizes, including the Prix Charles
Veillon, the Austrian Art Prize for Literature, the
Johann Heinrich Merck Prize, the Jean Améry
Prize and just very recently the Leipzig Book Award
for European Understanding 2022. His most recent
publications with Zsolnay are Abenteuerliche Reise
durch mein Zimmer (2019) and Die unaufhörliche
Wanderung (2020).
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Sales
All rights available

Karl-Markus Gauß
The Seasons of Eternity
320 pages
February 2022

• The much-vaunted Gauß voice is soft
and precise, discursive and full of
aphoristic pique. And always elegant

22

BACKLIST HIGHLIGHTS
»The Message is a thrilling
read, but above all, it is an
excellently narrated novel
with a morality tale.«

Die Nachricht

»A stunning, challenging book that stands out not
		

least because of its excellent style.«

Die Verteidigung

»A political grotesque that reads
like a psychological thriller. «

Salonfähig 		

			

»Someone has to pull off this feat: a novel about a
childhood in the People's Republic of Romania in the
1960s that is adorably nice, I repeat: nice. This word
is usually tantamount to an execution when talking
about books, but here it seems to me to be just
the right one to characterise the somewhat old-fashioned
charm that the book exudes.«

Wo die Hunde in drei Sprachen bellen

23

FICTION

»Doris Knecht has a real

Selected by
New books
in German

DORIS KNECHT

English sample
translation
available

gift for telling stories
– swiftly, with sharp
contours. A fine example
of contemporary writing.«
Hubert Winkels, Süddeutsche Zeitung

The Message is about a woman whose
autonomy is constantly being threatened.

On the
SPIEGEL
t
bestseller lis

And about the lies we tell the people
who are closest to us.
Four years after the death of her husband,
Ruth is living alone in a house in the countryside
where she was once happy with her family. Her

»Knecht finds perfect
sentences for her characters. Painful, revealing
sentences.« Britta Schmeis, Spiegel Online

children have long since begun to lead their
own lives whereas Ruth has learned to appreciate being on her own. Until one day, she
receives an anonymous text message from a
person who seems to know more about her life
than she does. What initially seems to be
a mere nuisance soon threatens to turn into
a showdown – the messages become increasingly ominous and start to affect
Ruth’s children and friends too.

»An unsparing goddess
of storytelling.«

Doris Knecht writes about a woman who
becomes a victim of stalking, proving once
again she can write with fine scepticism on
the topic of people’s relationships.

Foto ©: Heribert Corn

Carsten Ott, Der Tagesspiegel

Doris Knecht
who was born in Vorarlberg, is a columnist and
writer. Her first novel, Gruber geht (2011), was
nominated for the German Book Prize and filmed
for cinema. Her latest publications include Besser
(2013), Wald (2015), Alles über Beziehungen (2017)
and weg (2019). She has received the Literary
Prize of the Ravensburg Foundation and the
Book Prize of the Vienna Economy. Doris Knecht
lives with her family and friends in Vienna and
the Austrian Waldviertel.
doris-knecht.com, on Instagram and Facebook

Sales
Netherlands (Ambo | Anthos)

Doris Knecht
The Message
256 pages
July 2021

• A woman, a message and
a growing feeling of insecurity
• A book about family secrets and the
fatal consequences of online misogyny

FICTION

FRIDOLIN SCHLEY
»With linguistic virtuosity,
Fridolin Schley mixes
history, imagery and
research into a literary
storm of questions.« Lena Gorelik

It’s 1947, the Nuremberg Trials. One of the
accused is Ernst von Weizsäcker, an SS brigade
leader and top diplomat under Ribbentrop.
Among his defenders is his son Richard, who
four decades later on 8 May speaks as the
German Federal President about war guilt and

»How does a son defend
his father who served a
criminal regime? A novel
with a mastery of language.«
Uwe Timm

the liberation of Germany from Nazi atrocities.
This is a historical constellation that could not
be dreamed up: the old, guilt-ridden Germany
and the newly emerging Federal Republic,
embodied here in a father-son relationship.
Fridolin Schley approaches these historical
figures with literary flair, orbiting fundamental
questions of good and evil, guilt and innocence, emotional and moral obligation.

Sales
Netherlands (Wereldbibliotheek)

Foto ©: Isolde Ohlbaum

Fridolin Schley
born in Munich in 1976, debuted in 2001 with the
novel Verloren, mein Vater. Publications in the
fields of prose, essay and literary studies followed.
His awards include the Tukan Prize for the story
collection Wildes schönes Tier. Most recently,
his critically acclaimed short story Die Ungesichter
was published.
fridolinschley.de

On the
SPIEGEL
t
bestseller lis

Fridolin Schley
The Defence
288 pages
August 2021

• Fridolin Schley’s new novel on a key
contemporary event at the turning
point of German history

FICTION

»Hirschl is a precise and
relentless observer who

ELIAS HIRSCHL

takes things to extremes in
a breathless fashion. Entertaining and disturbing at
the same time.« Bernd Noack, Spiegel Online
»A darkly humorous novel
that exposes the language of
the Slim Fit generation while
creating an exaggerated
world in which the charisma,
beauty and eloquence of
some young people have

The nameless narrator spends hours in front
of the mirror practising how to walk, smile and
speak. Julius Varga, the leader of the party
he belongs to, is his biggest idol. »I sacrifice
myself for you, Julius. I love you.« And when
Varga is away, he waters his houseplants for
him as if performing an act of state.
On a lower level, the narrator serves the party
and emulates his role model. He is obsessed
with brands, appearances and the aesthetics
of terrorist attacks.
Elias Hirschl’s new novel is a big hit and
a pleasure to read. A satirical portrait
of the »slim-fit« generation: young,
beautiful, intelligent, wealthy, superficial
and dangerously subversive.

made right-wing ideas
respectable again.«
Julia Baschiera, Ö1 Kulturjournal

Foto ©: Leonhard Hilzensauer/Zsolnay

Sales
All rights available
Elias Hirschl
was born in Vienna in 1994, where he lives and
works as a writer, slam poet and musician. He
received the Reinhard Priessnitz Prize in 2020.
His publications include: Meine Freunde haben
Adolf Hitler getötet und alles, was sie mir mitgebracht haben, ist dieses lausige T-Shirt (a novel,
2016) and Hundert schwarze Nähmaschinen
(a novel, 2017).

Elias Hirschl
Presentable
256 pages
August 2021

• The »Austrian Psycho«
• An acerbic pleasure to read and
a huge hit: the phenomenon of
»slim-fit« politicians as a satire

MORE QUOTES AND PRAISE

»Certainly, Hirschl's novel

»It is bitterly wicked …
250 pages of entertaining
madness on a fairly high
level, oppressive, frightening … Salonfähig is
a conundrum in which
it is not clear at the end
where truth and madness intersect, what
is, what could be.«
Cathrin Kahlweit, Süddeutsche Zeitung

»A viciously entertaining
mash-up of American
Psycho and All About Eve,
told by an unnamed narrator who is obsessed
with Julian Vargas, a
fictional, Kurz-like figure.«
Irish Times

»Witty and
multilayered.«
Stephan Löwenstein, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

can be read as a satirical,
over-the-top commentary
on our times, … as a gloomy
preliminary study of cheerful, late-capitalist self-trai-

»The perfect
novel satire …
Salonfähig reaches
the highest level.
The book dissects
a scene in which
politics functions
as a lifestyle and
narcissism accessory.«
Paul Jandl, Neue Zürcher Zeitung

ning … Fortunately, it can
be said however that Elias
Hirschl's humour shimmers
brightly in the darkest
moments of his contemporary
horror story.« David Hugendick, Zeit Online

»One of the
strongest
novels of the
fall season.«
Sebastian Fasthuber, Falter

»A political
grotesque that
reads like a
psychological
thriller.«
Alice Pfitzner, ORF Zeit im Bild

»The maelstrom pulls you
along … Hirschl succeeds
almost incidentally in
drawing a psychogram
of an entire generation …
The author seamlessly
joins the ranks of other
great Austrian storytellers of social criticism,
from Thomas Bernhard
to Elfriede Jelinek to
Michael Haneke.«
Marc Ottiger, Der Freitag
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IOANA PÂRVULESCU
In the imagination of the little girl Ana,
who sees the gate as the mouth and the
windows as the eyes, the house in the former
Johannisgasse in the Transylvanian town of
Kronstadt has a face, thoughts and feelings.
It has heroically survived two earthquakes,
two World Wars and a bomb attack
while its »relatives« opposite have had
to make way for a high-rise hotel.
In her novel, Ioana Pârvulescu, a native of
Kronstadt, tells the story of the inhabitants
of this house over several generations
and changing nationalities. This is
a luminous account of a bleak period.

»With wit and intelligence, sensual conciseness and, above
all, with warmth, Pârvulescu counterpoints poetic childhood memories of the sixties with the historical reality of
communism in a hiddenly sarcastic way.« Jan Koneffke, Neue Zürcher Zeitung
»Pârvulescu's narration is simple, haunting and touching.«

»Incidentally and with charming ease,
a Romanian author tells of the history and transience of multicultural life in a city that was once
a centre of Transylvanian Saxon life. Pârvulescu
has succeeded in writing a wonderful novel,
through which you can walk as if you were
strolling through a literary city museum.«
Mirko Schwanitz, Bayerischer Rundfunk Diwan
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