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»In writing, I am more than an 

author. I am a partner, a son, 

an artist, a vagabond, a crook, 

a brother, a good friend and  

a bad friend. All in one.« 
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Arno Geiger

born in 1968, lives in Vienna and Wolfurt. His 

works are published by Hanser, most recently 

Alles über Sally (novel, 2010), The Old King in 

his Exile (2011), Grenzgehen (Three Speeches, 

2011), Selbstporträt mit Flusspferd (novel, 2015) 

and Unter der Drachenwand (novel, 2018). He 

has received, among others, the German Book 

Prize (2005), the Hölderlin Prize (2011), the 

Adenauer Foundation Literature Prize (2011), the 

Alemannic Literature Prize (2017), the Joseph 

Breitbach Prize (2018), the Bremen Literature Prize 

(2019) and the European Literary Prijs (2019) 

awarded in the Netherlands. 

Arno Geiger

The Happy Secret

240 pages

January 2023

• For decades, Arno Geiger lived a double  

  life. Now he tells us all about it

Early one morning, a young man sets off  

on his bike along the city streets. Where  

he goes and what he does remains  

a secret. When he returns, he’s  

exhausted – but often happy. »When you’re 

young, life’s a piece of cake.« And yet we  

all have to find our path through it. Arno  

Geiger tells the story of how he perso- 

nally found his way. Of how he did things 

others decided not to. Of how convoluted, 

painful and surprising our paths can be,  

including the one to true love. Of how he hit  

a wall as a writer before he found success. 

And of his mounting worries about his  

parents. This is a book filled with life experi-

ence and street knowledge. It shows an under-

standing of human nature, love and sorrow. 

Incisively, and with great humour and open-

ness, Arno Geiger writes of his endeavours, 

disappointments, discoveries and rejections 

that culminated in happy success. 

ARNO GEIGER

»The book is so superbly effortless, warm and wise, so

determined, skilful and free, that reading it is a genuine

benefit to you as a person. There are very few books that 

one finishes thinking about how great it would be to be 

friends with the author. This is one of them.« Eberhard Rathgeb, DIE ZEIT

Sales 

Selected backlist:

Unter der Drachenwand: China (Ginkgo),

Croatia (OceanMore), France (Gallimard),  

Italy (Bompiani), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij),

North Macedonia (Artkonekt), Spain (Hoja de Lata),  

UK/USA (Macmillan), Slovenia (Hermagoras)

On the  
SPIEGEL  

bestseller list

English sample 
translation  
available
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Verena Keßler 

was born in 1988 in Hamburg and lives in Leipzig, 

where she studied at the German Literary Institute 

in Leipzig. Her debut novel, The Ghosts of 

Demmin, was nominated for numerous awards 

and received the Kranichsteiner Youth Literature 

Fellowship. verena-kessler.com 

Verena Keßler 

Eva

208 pages  

March 2023 

• In succinct and original prose, Verena 

  Keßler’s story is about the possibilities 

  and impossibilities of being a woman  

  in the 21st century 

• She covers the topics of childbirth  

  and climate change in her nuanced, 

  warm-hearted and profound portrait 

  of motherhood 

What if Sina can’t get pregnant? What if Mona 

had never had children? Would the world be 

a better place? Yes, says climate activist Eva 

Lohaus. She thinks stopping births is the only 

way to save the planet. As she struggles with 

the consequences of her radical vision, sisters 

Sina and Mona wrestle with their own life 

plans. From afar, they envy each other and 

close up, they feel pity. But together, they try 

to resist the responsibility and pressure of  

expectations. It’s not until Mona’s new neigh-

bour enters the scene that their view of  

motherhood starts to change. What argu-

ments can be found for and against having 

children in today’s world? In precise, strikingly 

pared-down language, Verena Keßler tells  

a story about four women who eventually  

find very unique answers to these questions.

VERENA KESSLER

»The best thing parents can do for 
their children is to not to have them  
in the first place.« 

Sales 

Selected backlist:

Die Gespenster von Demmin: France (Actes

Sud), Greece (Kastaniotis Editions), Poland

(Książkowe Klimaty)

English sample 
translation  
available
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Michael Köhlmeier

was born in 1949 in Hard am Bodensee and splits 

his time between Hohenems and Vienna. Hanser 

has published a number of his previous works, 

including Abendland (2007), Two Men on the Beach 

(2014), Brother and Sister Lenobel (2018), and 

Matou (2021). Köhlmeier has recieved numerous 

awards, among them the Konrad Adenauer 

Foundation Literature Prize, the Ferdinand Berger 

Prize, and the Marie Luise Kaschnitz Prize for his 

complete works.

Michael Köhlmeier

Frankie

208 pages

February 2023• A teenager, a grandfather just released  

  from prison and a loaded pistol –  

  Michael Köhlmeier poses the question: 

  How do we become adults?

• A madcap roadtrip full of tension 

  and heart

Frank is fourteen and lives in Vienna. He  

likes to cook and spend evenings at home 

with his mother. But then his life is turned  

upside down. His grandfather, whom Frank 

has only met a handful of times, is released 

from prison after eighteen years – the sen-

tence for a capital crime. The old man takes 

command of the boy’s life, at times tyranni-

cally and at others, tenderly. He fascinates 

Frank. In the end, the two face off at  

a motorway service station. Can Frank  

escape the influence of this fiendish man?

Michael Köhlmeier explores themes like  

initiation, rebellion, and liberation as well as  

our eternal fascination with evil in a story 

about a couple you’ll never forget.

MICHAEL KÖHLMEIER

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Selected backlist:

Das Mädchen mit dem Fingerhut:

Belarus (Haliyafy), Denmark (Bechs), France  

(Actes Sud), Iran (Shahab Publications), Italy (Giunti),  

Norway (Bokvennen), Syria (Dar Ninawa),  

UK/USA (Haus)

»Köhlmeier 
observes 
and under-
stands like 
no other.«  
Sandra Kegel, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

On the  
SPIEGEL  

bestseller list

English sample 
translation  
available
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Daniel Glattauer

You Don’t See Them 

304 pages 

March 2023

Two families, the Binders and the Strobl- 

Marineks, are treating themselves to a luxury 

holiday in Tuscany. Engelbert Binder is a char-

ming wine-maker, his considerably younger 

wife Melanie a failed actress. Oskar Marinek is 

a cynical humanities scholar, and his wife Elisa 

Strobl-Marinek is a successful politician for the 

Green Party. Sophie Luise, the Strobl-Marinek’s 

teen daughter, has brought along a schoolmate 

to fight the boredom. Her name is Aayana, a child 

refugee from Somalia. But no sooner has the 

holiday mood begun with chilled prosecco  

and antipasti than catastrophe strikes.

You Don’t See Them is a novel about relation-

ships in the style we have come to expect from  

Glattauer. And it’s a court drama – a genre  

he is particularly apt at writing after working  

for years as a court reporter. 

The novel uses many text styles (blog posts,  

E-mails, comments, newspaper articles and  

dialogues) and thus presents a ‘best-of’ in 

Glattauer’s repertoire. Glattauer uses these  

elements to take a snapshot of morality  

in a privileged society, exposing its double  

standards and lending a voice  

to those who have virtually none.

DANIEL GLATTAUER

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Italy (Feltrinelli)

Daniel Glattauer

born in Vienna in 1960, is a journalist and writer. 

His E-mail novels Gut gegen Nordwind (2006) and 

Alle sieben Wellen (2009) became international 

bestsellers and were translated into 40 languages. 

Further books are Darum (2003), Der Weihnachts-

hund (2004), Ewig Dein (2012) and Geschenkt 

(2014) and some theatre plays such as Die  

Wunderübung (2014), Vier Stern Stunden (2018) 

and Die Liebe Geld (2020).

• Exposing society's double standards

• New novel by the author of the  

  international bestsellers Gut gegen 

  Nordwind and Alle sieben Wellen

»What distin- 
guishes Glattauer
is not only his 
wit, but also  
his eye for  
extraordinary 
perspectives.«  
Tanja Kummer, SRF

Sold  

into 40  

languages
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Birgit Birnbacher

born in 1985, lives as a sociologist and author 

in Salzburg. Her debut novel Wir ohne Wal was 

published in 2016 and was awarded the literature 

prize of the Jürgen Ponto Foundation, the Rauriser 

Förderungspreis and the Theodor Körner Förder-

preis. In 2019 she was awarded the Ingeborg 

Bachmann Prize. Her novel Ich an meiner Seite 

was published by Zsolnay Verlag in 2020 and 

was longlisted for the German Book Prize 2020.

Birgit Birnbacher

What We Live On

192 pages 

February 2023

• A sensitive literary novel about 

  crucial current issues

• The new novel by Bachmann  

  prizewinner Birgit Birnbacher

A single error catapults Julia from her nursing job 

back to her former life in the village where she 

grew up. There, everything seems even worse 

than she remembers. The factory where half the 

community used to work has closed. Her father’s 

health is alarmingly fragile, and after years of  

sacrifice, her mother has left him and her sick 

brother to make a fresh start. When Julia meets 

Oskar, who’s recovering from a heart attack, 

she’s envious at first. Oskar’s income will tide  

him over for a year and he’s making plans.  

But what does Julia see for her future? 

How can we continue to work in a way that’s 

fulfilling? How can we distribute care work fairly? 

And how do we want to live in a world in which 

work no longer needs us? Birgit Birnbacher, 

a master of »unsentimental empathy« (Judith 

von Sternburg, Frankfurter Rundschau), uses 

captivating, lyrical language to ask how and from 

what we want to live. The Bachmann prizewinner 

is an adept literary narrator who uses everyday 

language directly, honestly and sensitively. 

What We Live On is a novel about work and family, 

daughters and mothers – and the rift between 

boundless individualism and romantic love.

BIRGIT BIRNBACHER

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Selected backlist:  

Ich an meiner Seite:  

Bulgaria (Black Flamingo), Croatia (Hena Com), 

Italy (Mar dei Sargassi)

»Birgit Birnbacher has 

a fine feeling for people 

on the margins, for  

those who have been  

thrown off track.«  
Christoph Schröder, Süddeutsche Zeitung 

»She writes 
with precision 
and without 
false pathos.«  
Wiebke Porombka, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

English sample 
translation  
available
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Markus Orths

Mary & Claire 

304 pages  

February 2023

Mary and Claire are in love with Percy – and 

Percy is in love with Mary and Claire. He’s 

a romantic who believes that love is a fiery 

bond connecting everyone. The two women 

join Percy on a trip to escape the confines of 

London. All they long for is to breathe freely, 

travel and read, break loose, love and write. 

And into their fold, they welcome the most 

infamous rock star of the early 19th-century 

literary scene – the young Lord Byron. The 

four gather in a house on Lake Geneva during 

a violent thunderstorm. Intoxicated by opium, 

Byron suggests they play a game. Who can 

write the scariest story? From then on,  

Mary and Claire’s lives change forever.

MARKUS ORTHS

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Selected backlist:

Max:  

Croatia (OceanMore), Serbia (Sluzbeni Glasnik)Markus Orths

was born in 1969 and studied philosophy,  

Romance languages and English in Freiburg.  

Now he lives in Karlsruhe with his wife and three 

children. His novels have been translated into 

sixteen languages, and the novel Das Zimmer-

mädchen was adapted for cinema in 2015. He 

has also written several radio plays and children’s 

books. Hanser has published his novels Max and 

Picknick im Dunkeln.

• This tale is about success and failure 

   in love, life and literature 

• A captivating, elegant novel about  

  the stepsisters and writers  

  Mary Shelley and Claire Clairmont

»That is what  
we are doing.  
We are freeing 
ourselves. We  
are living. We  
are becoming 
who we are.«

English sample 
translation  
available
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Sylvie Schenk

was born in 1944 in Chambéry, France, studied  

in Lyon and has lived in Germany since 1966. She 

previously wrote poetry in French and has been 

writing in German since 1992. She lives near 

Aachen and in La Roche-de-Rame, Hautes-Alpes. 

Hanser has published her novels Schnell, dein  

Leben (2016), Eine gewöhnliche Familie (2018) 

and most recently Roman d'amour (2021).

Sylvie Schenk

Maman

176 pages 

February 2023

• A turbulent, smart novel with  

  existential power

• Schenk’s new novel is hot on the tail  

  of her own family history

Sylvie Schenk’s book Maman paints a  

loving portrait of her own mother, which  

develops into a painful reckoning. 

Sylvie Schenk’s mother was born in Lyon in 

1916, and her grandmother died during her 

mother’s birth. Allegedly she was a silk  

worker, like her great-grandmother. But  

was this true? And what family history will  

be passed on to the next generation?

As a child, Sylvie Schenk suffered from this 

lack of clarity, which still affects her today –  

a writer tormented by restlessness. With  

lyrical precision, she retraces the questions 

that her family history has left open.  

Maman is both a daring endeavour and  

a highly explosive work of literature. After  

Schnell, dein Leben Schenk has managed 

once again to write a beautiful, fiery book.

SYLVIE SCHENK

»She deals lightly with many heavy  
topics in a dense space. Sylvie Schenk 
is incredibly smart and funny.«  
Daniela Strigl, SWR-Bestenliste

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Selected backlist:

Schnell, dein leben:  

France (Slatkine), Italy (Keller Editore), Spain  

(Errata Naturae Editores)
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Franzobel

Einstein’s Brain 

542 pages 

January 2023

Albert Einstein died shortly after midnight on  

18 April 1955 at Princeton Hospital, New Jersey. 

According to his wishes, his body was cremated 

and his ashes scattered at an unknown location. 

But beforehand, pathologist Thomas Harvey re-

moved Einstein’s brain. »I intend to discover the 

seat of genius in it,« he swore. No matter what 

his circumstances, it accompanied him  

on his wanderings through smalltown  

America for the next 42 years. 

Harvey and the brain witness John  

F. Kennedy’s election as president, the first 

moon landing, Woodstock and Watergate, and 

the end of the Vietnam War. Then at some 

point, the brain starts talking to him. Harvey  

is hounded by Einstein’s estate to publish the 

results of his investigations, but he always 

eludes the task. »Such a brain is a globe on 

which all continents are still undiscovered,« 

he believes. Together they visit a rabbi in 

New York and Einstein’s great love Margarita 

Konenkova in Moscow. They eat spaghetti with 

Andy Warhol, watch the televised moon  

landing, celebrate Woodstock and discuss 

climate change with Oprah Winfrey.

FRANZOBEL

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Selected backlist:  

Das Floß der Medusa:  

Denmark (Turbine), France (Flammarion), Italy 

(Saggiatore), Norway (Cappelen Damm), Romania 

(EuroPress) 

Franzobel

born in 1967, is one of Austria‘s most popular 

writers. He is the recipient of numerous awards 

including the Ingeborg Bachmann Prize (1995), 

the Arthur Schnitzler Prize (2002) and the Nicolas 

Born Prize (2017). Most recent publications by 

Zsolnay are the novels Das Floß der Medusa, 

which was short-listed for the German Book Prize 

2017 and won the Bavarian Book Prize in 2017,  

Die Eroberung Amerikas (2021) and the crime 

novels Groschens Grab (2015) and Rechtswalzer 

(2019).

• An imaginary true story

• An ingenious road trip through  

  50 years of American history  

  in the 20th century

Franzobel’s new novel is  

an enchanting trip through 

a wild era. It is also the  

biography of a simple but 

unusual man, who went  

on the longest road trip 

with Einstein’s brain. 

English sample 
translation  
available
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Annika Reich 

born in Munich in 1973, lives in Berlin. She is a 

writer and columnist for DIE ZEIT online feature 

›10 nach 8.‹ She is also the co-founder and artistic 

director of the action alliance WIR MACHEN DAS 

und WEITERSCHREIBEN, an award-winning por-

tal for writers from war and crisis zones. Hanser 

has published her novels Durch den Wind (2010), 

34 Meter über dem Meer (2012), Die Nächte auf 

ihrer Seite (2015) and her children’s books Lotto 

macht, was sie will! (2016) and Lotto will was 

werden (2018).

Annika Reich

Our Men Don’t Die

208 pages  

February 2023 

• A mysterious lakefront property, a difficult 

  legacy, and five eccentric women in a  

  family who can’t stop fighting each other

• On the open secrets and lifelong lies 

   of women who have never learned to 

   show solidarity 

• Sensitive, melancholic, warm-hearted  

   and full of energy: a family saga that is  

   resolutely female

In one family, all the women – whose  

husbands have died one by one – live together 

in a splendid lakeside property. Only the 

enigmatic grandmother knows the full extent 

of the family’s skeletons in the cupboard. But 

she has always mastered the art of keeping 

up appearances. When Leni refuses to do just 

that, she’s slowly but surely shown the door. 

Her sister remains behind and now has  

to fight the ominous family tradition alone.

Annika Reich describes how a family of  

sisters, mothers, daughters and grand- 

mothers succumb to the treacherous pull  

of female betrayal, even if what they long  

for most is to support each other. Then the 

grandmother dies and the spectres of  

the past can no longer be hidden.

ANNIKA REICH

Annika Reich’s new novel, »an intelli-
gent seismograph of today’s society.« 
Denis Scheck

Sales 

All rights available
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Kristina Hauff  

In the Cold Blue Depths  

288 pages

February 2023

Fulfilling a long-cherished dream, Caroline and 

her husband Andrea plan a sailing trip to the 

wild, romantic Swedish archipelago. Andreas’ 

young law colleague and his girlfriend join 

them on board, along with the inscrutable, 

intriguing skipper Eric. The holiday begins with 

breezy, sunny weather and fine dining. But the 

sea soon turns choppy and unspoken conflicts 

make the mood below deck increa-singly  

oppressive. Until one momentous  

night, a terrifying storm breaks out.

Full of exciting twists and evocative descrip-

tions of nature, Kristina Hauff describes  

what’s raging under the surface of seemingly 

perfect lives. And a night when a deadly  

threat brings fateful truths to light.

KRISTINA HAUFF

F I C T I O N

Sales 

All rights available

Kristina Hauff  

was born on the Lower Rhine. She has worked as 

a press officer for various TV series broadcast on 

ARD and ZDF, and in the theatre. She also writes 

successful crime novels under her real name, 

Susanne Kliem. Her latest novel, Unter Wasser 

Nacht, was on the SPIEGEL bestseller list for nine 

weeks. She lives in Berlin with her family.

• A sophisticated psychodrama set 

  against the backdrop of the Swedish 

  countryside

• Readings throughout Germany

• Digital copy available on NetGalley

A stormy sailing 
trip bring hidden
conflicts to the 
surface

The new novel by 
the best-selling 
author Kristina 
Hauff
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Eva Viežnaviec

What Is It You  

Seek, Wolf?

(Original Belarusian title:  

Па што ідзеш, воўча?)
144 pages 

February 2023

The short novel What Is It You Seek, Wolf?  

by Eva Viežnaviec caused a literary  

sensation in Belarus and was awarded the 

country’s highest award for prose, the Jerzy 

Giedroyc Literature Prize, in December 2021.

The book sets off down the road like a modern-

day beatnik novel. On an alcohol-fuelled trip,  

protagonist Ryna travels from Germany to 

Belarus for her grandmother’s funeral. The old 

lady was a traditional healer who was considered 

a witch by her neighbours and tried to teach 

Ryna the »arts« of herbal medicine. Ryna’s inner 

dialogue with her beloved grandmother imper-

ceptibly turns into a monologue. What follows is 

the intrepid 100-year-old woman’s account as a 

survivor of the First World War, the October  

Revolution and civil war, collectivisation and 

Second World War – the entire twentieth century 

with all its atrocities. The story ends in the  

present, a time when Ryna has found peace, 

thanks partly to her grandmother’s wealth  

of experience. Without glorifying events,  

this melancholic, harrowing book draws  

hope from the magic of everyday life. 

EVA VIEŽNAVIEC

F I C T I O N

Sales 

(Original Belarusian Edition: Pflaumbaum) 

Czech Republic (Pavel Mervat)
Eva Viežnaviec

was born near Minsk in 1972 and has worked as 

an author and journalist since 1994. What Is It  

You Seek, Wolf? was awarded the highest prize 

for prose in Belarus in 2021. Substantial 

parts of the novel were written during her stay  

as a Lion Feuchtwanger fellow at Villa Aurore  

in Los Angeles. 

• An epic contained in a small volume

 

• A tribute to the women of  

  a whole generation

»I read Eva 
Viežnaviec’s novel 
and recognised  
the village where
I grew up. She 
brought it back to 
life in my soul.«  
Svetlana Alexievich

English sample 
translation  
available
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Akiz

born in 1969, is a film director, artist and screen-

writer who divides his time between Berlin and  

Los Angeles. He found fame with films such as 

Der Nachtmahr and Das Wilde Leben. His debut 

novel Der Hund (Hanser Blue 2020) was on the 

SPIEGEL bestseller list for several weeks, the 

rights were sold to Italy and France and it received 

the Silberschwein Prize at lit.Cologne. Akiz deve-

loped The Frog Queen from a film script that has 

been his passion project for almost 20 years.

Akiz

The Frog Queen

176 pages

January 2023

• A historical novel that evokes the  

  darkest depths of the German forests

• A wilful young heroine struggling  

  for freedom

• Akiz’s language combines coarseness, 

  lyricism and a unique vision  

Unconventional and rebellious  

Princess Ragna would rather wander  

about the forest than be married to the  

huntsman Prince Waidhofenstein. One day  

to escape an awkward situation, she  

kisses a frog in the woods, transforming  

not just herself in doing so. 

In his second novel, film director and artist 

Akiz leads us deep into the murky German  

forest of the 18th century. In forceful yet  

truthful and tender language, he tells the  

story of the power wielded by humans  

over nature. And of two people in love,  

fighting determinedly for their freedom.

Sales 

Selected backlist:

Der Hund: 

Italy (Mondadori), France (Flammarion)

A retelling of  
one of the most  
popular German 
fairy tales.
Young Ragna and the  

frog that falls for her —  

a universal story with 

a new approach

AKIZ



2928

F
o

to
 ©

: P
e

te
r-

A
n

d
re

a
s 

H
a

ss
ie

p
e

n

Wilhelm Genazino

The Observer’s Dream 

Notes from 1972–2018

Edited and with an after-

word by Jan Büger and 

Friedhelm Marx

464 pages with  

illustrations

January 2023

Wilhelm Genazino never used to leave his 

apartment without a pencil and paper. He 

jotted down anything he could put into words. 

For decades, Genazino meticulously collected 

and typed up his notes, terrified that one day 

he might not be able to write anymore. But 

»the notes whispered to him with charm and 

confidence, saying ‘tomorrow you will go on.« 

He never thought it possible »that these silly 

little notes would fight his huge fears and 

even conquer them now and then.« They 

represent a treasure of material in which life 

is as inseparable from fiction as ideas from 

dreams. This selection, edited by Jan Bürger 

and Friedhelm Marx, reveals Genazino as a 

man frantically searching for happiness, an 

incisive observer and a dazzling aphorist.  

»It’s a revelation when the pleasure of  

writing is felt down to the last detail.«

WILHELM GENAZINO

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Selected backlist:

Eine Frau, Eine Wohnung, ein Roman: 

Croatia (Hena), France (Christian Bourgois),  

Macedonia (Ars Lamina), Spain (Circulo de Lectores), 

Russia (Ast-Press Kniga), Israel (Babel), Taiwan 

(Yuan-Liou Publishing), Turkey (Jaguar Kitap)

Wilhelm Genazino born in Mannheim in 1943, 

lived in Frankfurt until his death in 2018. He  

published numerous works with Hanser, including  

Bei Regen im Saal (novel, 2014), Außer uns spricht 

niemand über uns (novel, 2016) and Kein Geld, 

keine Uhr, keine Mütze (novel, 2018), and has  

received a variety of awards, among them the 

Georg Büchner Prize and the Kleist Prize.  

Jan Bürger is a literary scholar and writer working

at the German Literature Archive in Marbach, 

where he is responsible for the work of Wilhelm 

Genazino, among others.

Friedhelm Marx born in 1963, lectures in Modern 

German Literature at the University of Bamberg.

• A selection of hitherto unknown  

  notes, which read like a never-ending 

  Genazino novel

• 22 January 2023: Wilhelm Genazino’s 

  80th birthday

»Writing does not 
seek to pin down 
life – it wants to 
make its transi-
ence bearable.« 
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Charlotte Gneuß 

has been awarded several scholarships and 

prizes for her writing. Her debut novel will be 

published by S. Fischer in the autumn of 2023.

Laura Weber 

is an editor at Hanser Berlin Verlag. In the past, 

she worked for several years as a literary scout 

in New York.  

Charlotte Gneuß 

Laura Weber (Eds.) 

Congratulations

15 stories about abortion 

Approx. 176 pages 

Hardback 

February 2023 

• The first literary anthology on abortion 

• 15 authors write about the body, sex  

   and family – and the conditions of  

   personal freedom 

»But sex carries with it certain responsibilities.« 

»The conversation took almost two hours.« »I 

knew I wouldn’t be allowed to keep hold  

of who I am.« »The adhesive strips of my  

pads were my secret to keep.« »Will there 

really be 11 billion people on Earth by 2100?« 

»Then drink ashes, fake an accident.«  

Fifteen authors have written about a topic on 

which literature has long kept quiet: abortion. In 

a nuanced, warts-and-all, provocative series  

of texts, they write about motherhood and  

friendship, religious and political constraints,  

and the drastic consequences of sexual  

and racist violence. But as different as the prot-

agonists’ worlds and experiences are,  

they are all united by their unconditional  

desire for self-determination.

CHARLOTTE GNEUß • LAURA WEBER

Sales 

All rights available

THERESIA ENZENSBERGER
LENA GORELIKYAEL INOKAI

JARÔME C. ROBINET
KAROSH TAHA SOPHIA FRITZ
ANNETT GRÖSCHNER

TILMAN RAMSTEDT

EMILIA ZEILNE ROIG
STEFANIE DE VELASCO

KATHARINA VOLCKMER

CHARLOTTE GNEUß

DANIEL SCHREIBER

RAPHAËLLE RED

MONIKA HELFER
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Artur Weigandt

was born in 1994 in Uspenka (Kazakhstan), 

studied aesthetics in Frankfurt am Main, and has 

lived in Prague, Kyiv and Tbilisi. He trained at 

the German School of Journalism in Munich. In 

2021, Medium magazine named him one of their 

»Top 30 under 30« journalists. He has worked for 

F.A.Z., ZEIT-Magazin, DIE ZEIT and WELT.  

Artur Weigandt

The Traitors

Approx. 176 pages. 

Hardback 

March 2023   

•  On the collapse of the Soviet Union, 

   the search for one’s roots and  

   the war in Ukraine

• Artur Weigandt chronicles the fates 

  of those who have lost their homes 

  and left their country in search  

  of better fortune

Uspenka is a village in the vast steppe of  

present-day Kazakhstan, where roads, cows, 

and people run parallel. The events that 

took place in Uspenka could have happened 

anywhere in the USSR: Its people were 

repressed, coerced and deported. When the 

Soviet Union collapsed, many of them aban-

doned Uspenka to start a new life abroad.  

And thus became traitors to their homeland. 

Artur Weigandt was born in Uspenka and  

has written a journalistic novel about this  

commonplace village and the people who 

once lived there, in whose memories it lives 

on. He forces himself to confront his own 

roots, and vividly describes how frightening 

home can be, especially when war breaks out. 

Sales 

All rights available

ARTUR WEIGANDT

M E M O I R

»You can no more protect 

yourself from an autho-

ritarian system than you 

can from God. Because in 

this world, God lives in 

Moscow. He decides who 

survives and who dies.«

»An important 
book that’s being 
published just at 
the right time.«  
Daniel Schulz
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Norbert Gstrein

born in 1961 in Tyrol, wrote his first book while stu

dying at Stanford, California. He received a scholar-

ship at New York University from the Deutsche 

Literaturfonds and taught a seminar at Washington 

University in St. Louis. His most recent novels are 

Die kommenden Jahre (2018), Als ich jung war 

(2019), Der zweite Jakob (2021) and Vier Tage, 

drei Nächte (2022).

Norbert Gstrein

More Than Just  

a Foreigner

192 pages 

April 2023

• For the first time, Norbert Gstrein  

  offers  insights into his writing  

  and collected  works

• He retraces feelings of shame, guilt and 

  fear, and muses on books that have 

  changed his life, from William Faulkner 

  to Danilo Kiš and Toni Morrison

»Now they’re coming to take Jakob away« 

was the first sentence of Gstrein’s first novel, 

published in 1988. From this starting point, he 

traces an arc to the present day and sheds 

light on his story-writing process. Who is the 

»I« in his novels? What is truthfulness?  

How are writing and morality linked?  

What do Gauss and mathematics have  

to do with it all? And can you be an  

American writer if you grew up in Tyrol?

»In the morning I enter my study overlooking 

the TV Tower, and leave it again in the eve-

ning, having filled a page or not. And depen-

ding on this, I am either someone or no one,  

I either exist or I don’t, and that’s the full story.«

NORBERT GSTREIN

Can you be an American writer if you 
grew up in Tyrol? 

M E M O I R

Sales 

Selected backlist:

Eine Ahnung von Anfang:  

Egypt (Kotob Khan), France (Gallimard),  

UK/USA (Quercus)
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Raoul Schrott

was born in 1964 and has received numerous 

awards for his writing, including the Peter Huchel 

and Joseph Breitbach Prizes. His most recent 

publications by Hanser include the epic tale  

Erste Erde (2016), his essays Politiken & Ideen 

(2018) and the novel Eine Geschichte des Windes 

(2019). Raoul Schrott is currently working on a 

comprehensive atlas of the night sky, Atlas der 

Sternenhimmel, commissioned by the Stiftung 

Kunst und Natur. In 2023 he will take up the  

Ernst Jandl lectureship at the University of Vienna. 

A radio adaptation of Inventory of Summer will be 

broadcast on Deutschlandfunk.

Raoul Schrott

Inventory of Summer

On absent things

176 pages

March 2023
• Can poetry bring back what is lost? 

• What remains and what do we leave 

   behind when we go?

How do you write about the fullness of the 

moment, life and the rapture of summer?

Lockdowns and wars have left gaping holes 

in the present. Raoul Schrott’s genre-bending 

poems explore how our thoughts, actions  

and feelings are highly influenced by what  

is absent. In this artful collection of texts  

that move back and forth between essay  

and poetry, Schrott brings into focus a  

colourful kaleidoscope of fragmented,  

life-defining moments – ranging from the  

personal to current events to a trip to the  

site of the muses, from true stories,  

to eulogies to celebrations.

Sales 

Selected backlist:

Wüste Lop Nor:  

France (Actes Sud), GB/USA (Picador), Italy  

(La Grande Illusion), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), 

Spain (Destino)

RAUL SCHROTT

P O E T R Y

»World class.  
If Raoul Schrott 
weren’t already 
famous, this 
book would  
ensure it.«  
Karl-Markus Gauss
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Thilo Krause

born in 1977 in Dresden, lives and works in Zurich. 

Since 2005, he has published literary texts in  

magazines such as Akzente and Sinn und  

Form, in newspapers such as Die Zeit and the  

Zürcher Tagesanzeiger and in anthologies. He 

was awarded the Swiss Literature Prize in 2012 for 

his poetry, as well as the Clemens Brentano Prize 

of the City of Heidelberg and the ZKB Schiller Prize 

in 2016. Hanser published his poetry collection 

Was wir reden, wenn es gewittert in 2018, which 

was awarded the Peter Huchel Prize, and his 

novel Elbwärts in 2020, which was awarded the 

Robert Walser Prize.

Thilo Krause

May Those Who Are 

Looking Find Us

Poems 

136 pages

February 2023

• A journey through the marginalia 

  of life in the GDR

Thilo Krause’s new poems explore his  

childhood and youth in the GDR, investigating 

the fingerprints history leaves on objects and 

people with an eye for detail that is both  

tender and unwavering. In two long poem  

cycles, he writes a Story of War, one pieced 

together from his own father and  

grandfather’s memories:  

»The only countries Grandfather trusted/  

were those on rusty maps/  

inside watering cans.«

Krause focuses on what is in the margins,  

leftover and transient, and the sense of the 

Elbe Valley resonates throughout. With  

this collection, he stands out as one of the 

most significant poets of his generation.

THILO KRAUSE

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Selected backlist:

Elbwärts:  

France (Editions Zoé), Croatia (Antìpōd)

»His poems  
accomplish 
what has  
always been 
the poet’s  
purpose: to  
celebrate life.« 
Manfred Papst, NZZ am Sonntag 
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Björn Kuhligk

was born in Berlin in 1975, where he used to  

work as a bookseller. Following Es gibt hier keine 

Küstenstraßen (2001), Am Ende kommen Touristen 

(2002), Großes Kino (2005) and Von der Ober-

fläche der Erde (2009), Hanser Berlin went on to 

publish Kuhligk’s other poetry collections Die Stille 

zwischen null und eins in 2013 and Die Sprache 

von Gibraltar in 2016. He is currently studying at 

the Ostkreuz School of Photography in Berlin.

Björn Kuhligk

One Morning in March

Long Poe

80 pages

March 2023
• A long poem about 2020, the year  

  when the normality of our everyday  

  lives collapsed

• Kuhligk once again proves himself  

  to be a political poet

Two years after the first lockdown, Björn 

Kuhligk attempts to capture the unfathomable, 

presenting a long poem about the experience 

that has changed us all more than we can 

say. »The emptiness/ in front of me and mys-

elf in the rearview mirror/ the emptiness be-

hind me« is how the journey documenting the 

cycle of that year begins. Downtime spiralled 

into lethargy, borders were closed except to 

Romanian asparagus-pickers, and selfies 

projected people in states of dishevelment, 

helplessness and need. With a socio-critical 

eye and a photographer’s instinct,  

Kuhligk takes snapshots of feelings and  

observations with long-lasting effects.

Sales 

Selected backlist:

Stille zwischen null und eins:

Spain (Bonobos)

BJÖRN KUHLIGK

P O E T R Y

»Kuhligk 
goes to the 
limits with 
his poetry.« 
Herbert Wiesner, Die Welt



 
    

BACKLIST HIGHLIGHTS

»What a courageous woman! 
          What an enchanting book.«           Der Riss der Zeit geht durch mein Herz

»A brilliant vision of the future,  
          as entertaining as it is  
   cleverly constructed.« Auf See

»A stunningly intense and multi-layered
     novel – a brilliant family epic.« Dschinns

»Muted, astute and brilliant.« Ein simpler Eingriff

»Like Kafka on LSD.« Melancolia

»The brilliant storyteller Alex Capus sits us down by  

                   the campfire to tell us how easy it can be to  

                                 do what you feel is right.« Susanna

42
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Alex Capus  

Susanna 

288 pages

July 2022

In the powerful story of a headstrong,  

daring woman based on true events, Susanna,  

a Swiss painter, goes West to meet Sitting Bull, 

the chief of the Sioux tribe. In beautiful, empa-

thetic prose, Alex Capus sets his narrative in 

an era when roaring steam engines ruled the 

day, a time when old certainties are no more 

but new rules had yet to be established. 

In New York, the Brooklyn Bridge is built and 

Edison’s lightbulbs illuminate the city; And at 

the centre of it all stands Susanna, a woman 

from Basel who immigrated to the USA with her 

mother. Machines are conquering the world, 

and in the West, indigenous people are fighting 

for their survival. False prophets promise  

paradise on earth and the cavalry is on stand-

by, pistols at the ready. Susanna travels to the  

Dakota Territory with her son to warn Sitting 

Bull of what is happening. Her portrait of him 

hangs today in the North Dakota State Museum.

ALEX CAPUS

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Italy (Keller Editore)

Alex Capus  

was born in 1961 in Normandy and now lives in 

Oltern, Switzerland. He writes novels, short stories 

and reportage. He won the Solothurn Literary 

Prize in 2020 and is the author of Léon und Louise 

(2011), Fast ein bisschen Frühling (2012), Der 

Fälscher, die Spionin und der Bombenbauer 

(2013), Reisen im Licht der Sterne (2015), Das 

Leben ist gut (2016), and Königskinder (2018).

• A moving story of a headstrong,  

  daring woman based on true events

• In very beautiful, empathetic prose, 

  Alex Capus sets his story in an epoch 

  when roaring engines ruled the day

»The fascinating 
story of a woman’s 
emancipation, told 
by the magician, 
Alex Capus.«  
Rainer Moritz, NZZ

»Alex Capus is  
the master of  
suggestion. His 
novel brings  
history to life.«  
Martin Ebel, Tages-Anzeiger

On the  
SPIEGEL  

bestseller list

English sample 
translation  
available
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Theresia Enzensberger

was born in 1986 and lives in Berlin. She studied 

Film at Bard College in New York and is a free-

lance journalist for the F.A.Z., F.A.S., Monopol, 

Zeit Online, and Die Zeit. Her first novel Blaupause, 

which was published by Hanser in 2017, won the  

Alfred Döblin Medal.

Theresia Enzensberger

At Sea

256 pages

August 2022

• In this smart, gripping and visionary 

  novel, Theresia Enzensberger  

  examines the utopian promise of  

  new communities and happiness  

  when loss and destruction loom

The world is ending, but Yada is still growing 

up, coming of age on a floating island off the 

German coast, built as a refuge from society’s 

collapse. It is the brainchild of her father,  

a libertarian tech entrepreneur who created the 

haven from the spiralling chaos of the outside 

world. Since its founding years ago, the island’s 

lustre has worn off. Algae and moss flourish on 

its once gleaming surfaces, and Yada’s father 

fears that his daughter might share the fate of 

her mother, who suffered from a mysterious 

illness before her death. Then one day, Yada 

makes a discovery that rocks the very founda-

tions of her world. In a sleek, radically contem-

porary style, At Sea questions whether we want 

to live in a world defined by fear of the future.

THERESIA ENZENSBERGER

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Denmark (Falco Forlaget)

»The best 
journey 
forward  
in time I 
have ever 
been on.«  
Margarete Stokowski

On the  

SPIEGEL  

bestseller list

English sample 

 translation  

available

Longlisted for  

the German  

Book Prize 2022



M O R E  Q U O T E S  A N D  P R A I S E

»Theresia 
Enzensberger’s 
new novel is a 
brilliant vision 
of the future, 
as entertaining 
as it is cleverly 
constructed.«  
Corinne Orlowski, WDR3 Lesestoff

»A complex novel that poses 

many questions, the greatest 

of which is: How can we ima-

gine the future? Do we have 

one in the first place?  

It moves nimbly and is a 

quick read besides, largely  

because Enzensberger 

strikes a direct, simple,  

at times matter-of-fact tone, 

standing by her characters 

unequivocally. A work of art.«  
Katja Weise, NDR Kulturjournal / NDR Book of the Month

»Enzensberger’s 
world is highly  
original in its  
interweaving  
of elements.«  
Marlen Hobrack, taz am Wochenende 

»An entertaining and in-

formatively documentary 

novel that explores the 

notion of ways of living 

freely and in solidarity, 

as well how Neolibera-

lism can pervert them  

on a number of levels. 

But first and foremost,  

At Sea is the novel of 

a clever writer who 

sees history and fiction 

equally as opportunities 

not to resign ourselves  

to our circumstances.«  
Christoph Schröder, SWR2 Lesenswert Magazin

»Full of surpri-
sing twists and 
with a critical 
eye towards the 
promise of salva-
tion, this novel 
offers up plenty 
of material for 
conversation.«  
Sylvia Treudl, Buchkultur 

»Perfect for  
people who  
want to be  
entertained 
while fighting 
their fear of  
the future.«  
Cora Wucher, Fluter



H Ü S E Y IN

Ü MI T

S E V DA

H A K A N

PERI

EMINE

»So this is how it ends … You walk at last into the flat you’ve dreamt of 
your whole life, only to die, like this, without seeing the glint in Emine’s 
eyes when she comes in here for the first time, or the youthful excite-
ment of your daughter and two sons – you’ll never see any of it.«

»People praying always make Ümit feel bad. It’s as if the prayers are  
rendered useless by his being in the room, as if Ümit’s presence will  
ensure that the prayers are not answered.«

»Sevda’s entire fate was determined by her having been left all alone 
at the age of twelve while the rest of her family started a new life in 
an exciting country on the other side of the world. Nobody could have 
recovered from this loneliness. She would carry it with her all the way 
to the small German town where her younger siblings spoke a new 
language that she didn’t understand.«

»Assimilation, thought Peri, didn’t have a history. It was the opposite of 
history. It was the end of it, its eradication. It was the emptiness in your 
heart whenever someone spoke about homesickness. It was the absence 
of any desire to correct people when they mispronounced your name.«

»As if Hakan had actually chosen to be a wog. As if he wouldn’t far 
rather be an inconspicuous nobody who made it to his father’s funeral 
on time because the cops didn’t accuse him out of the blue of being  
a junkie or a dealer.«

»Happy. Why do these children keep talking about being happy? Why do 
they always want everyone to be happy? Can’t people just be normal? 
Why isn’t that enough?« 

FATMA AYDEMIR'S  
EPIC FAMIlY NoVEl 
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Fatma Aydemir  

Djinns 

368 pages

February 2022

Hüseyin has spent the past thirty years  

working in Germany, and now his biggest 

dream has finally come true: He’s bought his 

very own flat in Istanbul - but he promptly dies 

of a heart attack on the day he moves in. His 

family in Germany travel to Turkey for the  

funeral. Fatma Aydemir’s epic social novel 

tells the stories of six characters who could 

not be more different from each other, and  

yet all happen to be related - and of their  

insatiable desire to be understood.

If every family is nothing more than a tapestry 

of stories, what do the holes in it mean? Do 

we need them because we can’t face up to 

the whole truth? Or will they end up bringing 

everything crashing down? Djinns asks these 

questions with power and beauty, casting its 

gaze deep into the history of the past decades 

and far ahead into the future. The six unfor-

gettable protagonists of this novel all have 

their own baggage: secrets, desires, wounds. 

And yet one thing unites them all: this  

feeling they get in Hüseyin’s flat that  

someone is watching them.

FATMA AYDEMIR

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Arabic (Al-Kamel), Bosnia (Buybook),Croatia (Hena), 

Denmark (Politikens), Finland (Kosmos), France 

(Mercure de France), Italy (Fazi), the Netherlands 

(Signatuur), English world (Wisconsin UP), Poland 

(Cyranka), Slovakia (Tatran), Spain (Random House)

Fatma Aydemir 

was born in Karlsruhe in 1986. She lives in Berlin 

and is a columnist and editor for the taz newspaper. 

Her debut novel, Ellbogen, was published by 

Hanser in 2017, and won the Klaus Michael Kühne 

Prize and the Franz Hessel Prize. In 2019, together 

with Hengameh Yaghoobifarah, she published the 

anthology Eure Heimat ist unser Albtraum. Djinns 

was awarded the Robert Gernhardt Prize.  

On Instagram and Twitter

• An epic family novel

• Fatma Aydemir’s voice has a force 

  that hits you in the heart and in the gut

»A family novel 
about being in  
between places 
which moved me 
like no other.«  
Alena Schröder

Selected by 
 New books 
in German

English sample 
translation  
available

Shortlisted for  
the German  

Book Prize 2022

On the  

SPIEGEL  

bestseller list
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Hertha Pauli

The Rift of Time Runs 

Through My Heart 

Memoirs

With an Afterword  

by Karl-Markus Gauß

256 pages

July 2022

The Rift of Time Runs Through My Heart  

is a Heinrich Heine quote that Hertha Pauli 

treasured while fleeing Nazi occupation via 

Zurich, Paris, Marseille and Lisbon to the  

USA. She did not escape alone, but with 

friends whose names sound like a who’s who 

of German-language emigrants: Joseph Roth, 

Walter Mehring, Franz and Alma Werfel and 

above all Ödön von Horváth, to whom she 

dedicates one of the most beautiful chapters of 

this wonderful, long-forgotten book of memoirs. 

Late in life, Hertha Pauli regularly travelled 

between her new home in New York and  

her birthplace. She became a witness of  

a period – one that has shaped European  

culture, if not the world, today.

HERTHA PAULI

M E M O I R

Sales 

Croatia (Leykam International), France (Liana Levi), 

Spain (Trapisonda) Hertha Pauli

was born in 1906 in Vienna and died in 1973 

in New York. She was a writer and an actress. 

After the annexation of Austria, she emigrated via 

Switzerland and France to the USA. She wrote 

novels, non-fiction and young adult literature and 

worked as a journalist. Her brother Wolfgang Pauli 

was the Nobel Prize laureate in Physics in 1945. 

The story of her escape, Der Riss der Zeit geht 

durch mein Herz, was published by Zsolnay  

in 1970.

• The rediscovery of a forgotten book

»What a coura- 
geous woman! 
What an enchan-
ting book.«  
From the Afterword by Karl-Markus Gauß 

»Only a woman could write 

this book, which is under-

standing and forgiving,  

yet as exciting as a crime 

thriller.«  
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung



M O R E  Q U O T E S  A N D  P R A I S E

»Hertha Pauli describes the 

chaos of the French defeat 

with the coolness of a proven 

war reporter. […] An eventful 

and moving story. […]  

Reading The Rift of Time 

Runs Through My Heart 

helps us understand the  

difficulties refugees become 

caught up in. Especially in 

times when refugeeism and 

migration once again deter-

mine the lives of millions  

of people. «  Wolfgang Stenke, WDR3-Lesestoff

»Hertha Pauli’s 
memories are not 
only exceptional 
– they are heart-
breaking.« André Heller

»The remarkable 
rediscovery of an 
unjustly forgotten 
author.« Sabine Dultz, Münchner Merkur

»Pauli endured disturbing ex-

periences and observed them 

keenly in her writing with all 

the verve and boldness of an 

eyewitness, rich in dialogue 

and at the urgent pace of real-

life events. […] Undoubtedly  

a captivating, convincing  

key work, written honestly 

and directly.« Eberhard Falcke. SWR2 lesenswert

»We can only be grate-

ful that this memoir has 

been reprinted. The  

theme of fleeing war  

and persecution are 

highly topical, not only 

in light of recent global 

events. Apart from that, 

it’s an impressive work 

due to its humane power, 

objective presentation, 

and modesty.«  
 Jan Koneffke, Neue Zürcher zeitung

»Pauli’s thoughts 
and political 
arguments are 
brilliant, and 
her European 
longing for cul-
ture and beauty 
was insatiable.«  
Bernd Noack, Nürnberger Nachrichten

»Hertha Pauli’s writing is 

without vanity or showi-

ness. However, the drama 

of this era continually 

surfaces between the 

cracks, and is revealed 

in her brief remarks and 

incisive, lively dialogues.« 
Carsten Hueck, Deutschlandfunk



1413

F
o

to
 ©

: B
a

rn
a 

N
e

m
e

th
i

Mircea Cartarescu

Melancolia 

(Original Romanian 

Title: Melancolia)

Stories

272 pages

September 2022

In this book about childhood and adoles-

cence, Mircea Cartarescu explores major 

themes like loneliness, separation and love.

When his mother goes shopping, her five- 

year-old son is convinced that she won’t  

return. He first explores the apartment, then 

the nearby rubber factory, and eventually 

dreams of living in the Concordia department 

store. To cure his little sister’s illness, Marcel 

goes on a nightly trip to the »fox’s den,« the 

place she is most afraid of. Year after year, 

Ivan has to sort out the clothes that have  

become too small for him. When he meets 

Dora and falls in love with her, he wonders  

if girls need to change their skin too.

MIRCEA CARTARESCU

F I C T I O N

Sales 

(Original Romanian Edition: Humanitas)

Denmark (Palomar), France (Noir sur Blanc),  

Greece translation rights (under negotiation),  

Italy (Nave di Teseo), Slovakia (Brak), Sweden 

(Bonniers), Spain (Impedimenta) 

Mircea Cartarescu 

was born in 1956 in Bucharest. His work has 

been translated into many languages and won 

many prizes, among them the Leipzig Book Award 

for European Understanding (2015), and more 

recently the Premio Formentor und the Thomas 

Mann-Prize (2018). Zsolnay published the Orbitor 

trilogy – Orbitor I (2007), Orbitor II (2011), Orbitor 

III (2014), the story collection Die schönen Fremden 

(2016) and the novel Solenoid (2019). 

• The new book by Romanian’s  

  most renowned writer

• Allegories of love, loneliness, separation

• International bestselling author

• Recipient of the prestigious  

  Premio FIL 2022

»Cartarescu has 
the imagination of 
a big child and the 
linguistic skills  
of an old master.«  
Malte Herwig, Der Spiegel

»It is difficult to  
escape the creative 
pull of Cartarescu’s 
prose.«  
Ulrich M. Schmid, Neue Zürcher Zeitung

˘ ˘

˘ ˘
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Yael Inokai 

was born in 1989 in Basel. She studied philosophy 

there, and then screenwriting and dramaturgy in 

Berlin. Her debut novel, Storchenbiss, was pub-

lished in 2012. She won the 2018 Swiss Literature 

Prize for her second novel, Mahlstrom. She is a 

staffer at the magazine PS: Politisch Schreiben 

and lives in Berlin.

Yael Inokai 

A Simple Procedure

192 pages

February 2022• An award-winning author explores  

  a risky medical intervention that  

  changes the life of three women forever

• A novel about deep-seated misogyny 

  and the emancipatory power of love 

  and empathy

Meret is a nurse. The clinic is her home, she 

wears her uniform with pride, and no one 

knows more than she about how people can 

suffer. Until one day a new kind of intervention 

is developed, one aimed at releasing women 

from psychological distress. Its secondary 

effects can be painful, but patients heal.  

Meret holds onto this thought, even  

as her doubts grow.

A Simple Procedure is not just the story of  

a young woman who, in a world of strict 

hierarchies and dehumanised female patients, 

begins to lose her belief in the power of medi-

cine. It is also an intense evocation of a love 

with its own unique rules: Meret falls in love 

with another female nurse. And in so doing, 

she oversteps an invisible boundary.

Sales 

France (Editions Zoé), Greece (World Editions),  

the Netherlands (De Geus), UK/US (Peirene Press)

YAEL INOKAI

F I C T I O N

»A unique voice, full  

of deeply sensual  

and unconventional 

descriptions and  

analogies. A revelation!« 
Britta Spichiger, SRF Literatur

»Yael Inokai illuminates 

the women in this 

book with her vibrant 

sentences; she writes 

with a steady hand,  

never shying away 

from the darkness.«  
Dorothee Elmiger

Selected by 
 New books 
in German

Longlisted for  
the German  

Book Prize 2022

English sample 
translation  
available
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Hercules Business & Culture GmbH, Niederdorfelden

Hongjun Cai, cai@hercules-book.de
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