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I. Fiction  
 
Barbara Honigmann, Unapologetically Jewish 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: Marcel Proust, Judaism, Kafka, essays 

Time: present 

 
 
 
144 pages, publication in August 2021 by Hanser  
 
 

 

Synopsis 

Barbara Honigmann on literature, life and Jewish identity 
 
What does it mean to be Jewish? And what does it mean in literature? Barbara Honigmann has written 
about these issues her whole life long, both in the form of autobiography and concerning works by 
other writers. Her latest book describes how, in her search for Judaism that always remained difficult, 
she found her own literary path. 
Barbara Honigmann is in a league of her own. She vividly describes an encounter with a Jewish busi-
nessman on an aeroplane to New York, which culminates in the question ‘What do goyim talk about 
anyway?’ And she can apply the same fine wit or, where necessary, directness to describing her dis-
covery of existentialism as a fourteen-year-old girl growing up in East Berlin. Her path in life led her 
out of the GDR to the West, from Germany to France, away from her assimilated Jewish existence. 
She is unapologetically Jewish in the quite literal sense, and writes personally, humorously and can-
nily in her very distinctive way. 
 
About the author 

Barbara Honigmann was born in East Berlin in 1949. She has worked as a dramaturge and director. 
In 1984 she emigrated with her family to Strasbourg, where she still lives today. Honigmann’s work 
has been awarded numerous prizes, including the Heinrich Kleist Prize, the Max Frisch Prize of the 
City of Zurich, the Jakob Wassermann Prize and most recently the Bremen Literature Prize. Hanser 
has published Damals, dann und danach (1999), Alles, alles Liebe! (a novel, 2000), A Chapter from 
My Life (2004), Das Gesicht wiederfinden (2007), Das überirdische Licht (Rückkehr nach New York, 
2008), Chronik meiner Straße (2015) and Georg (a novel, 2019).
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Florian Klenk, The Farmer and the Eco Yuppie.  
How Fury Turned Into a Friendship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: family, agricultural policy, enmity, farm 

Setting:  Styria, Austria 

Time: 21st century 

 
 
256 pages, publication in September 2021 by Zsolnay  
 
 
 

 

Synopsis 

“This book reveals truths that help improve that state of things, in national affairs and for a stri-
cken smallholder farm. The fact that this farmer isn’t too small for Klenk gives him stature.“ Robert 
Menasse 

 
It started with an insult. In a video filmed from his pigsty, Christian Bachler, who owns Styria’s highest 
altitude farm, called Florian Klenk “the head yuppie“. The editor-in-chief of the Viennese weekly ma-
gazine Falter had approved of a verdict ordering a farmer to pay damages when a woman was 
trampled to death by his cows. Bachler invited Klenk to do an internship on his farm, and the farmer 
and the yuppie got talking – about the climate crisis, the meat industry, agricultural policy and banks. 
When Bachler’s farm was on the brink of ruin at the end of 2020, the friends from two walks of life 
attracted 12,829 donors within 24 hours. 
A book about why it is worth talking to people whose opinions you don’t share. 
 

About the author 

Florian Klenk, born in 1973, is a lawyer and journalist and has been editor-in-chief of the Viennese 
weekly magazine Falter since 2012. He has been awarded Journalist and Investigative Journalist of 
the Year several times and has received, among others, the “Men’s Prize“ from Emma magazine and 
the European Journalism Prize Writing for Central and Eastern Europe. In 2011, Zsolnay published his 
book of collected reportage, Früher war hier das Ende der Welt, and in 2018 Alles kann passieren! 
Ein Polittheater (together with Doron Rabinovici). 
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Michael Köhlmeier, Matou.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Topic: French Revolution, cat novel, adventure 

Setting: past to present 

Protagonist: Matou 

 
 
 
960 pages, publication in August 2021 by Hanser 
 
 

 
 

Synopsis 

Humanity’s great questions, seen from the perspective of a cat that lives its seven lives, from the 
French Revolution to the present day in a passionate quest to understand people. 
A cat sits writing his memoirs in an attic in Vienna’s 9th district. His personal circle has included E.T.A 
Hoffmann and Andy Warhol, he has led an autocratic state on the cat island of Hydra and fought in 
the Congo against the colonial powers. His seven lives have been filled with great adventure. Matou 
isn’t just any old cat. He’s an exhilarating storyteller and an even greater philosopher. He’s the Homer 
of cats. 
Matou is a passionate eulogy to humans and animals, filled with wit and irony. Michael Köhlmeier 
has created an unforgettable literary figure. 
 
About the author 

Michael Köhlmeier, who was born in 1949 in Hard am Bodensee, lives in Hohenems / Vorarlberg and 
Vienna. Hanser has published, among others, his novels Abendland (2007), Madalyn (2010), Die 
Abenteuer des Joel Spazierer (2013), Zwei Herren am Strand (2014), Das Mädchen mit dem Fingerhut 
(2016) and Bruder und Schwester Lenobel (2018), as well as two volumes of poetry and the novella 
Der Mann, der Verlorenes wiederfindet (2017), and most recently Die Märchen (with illustrations by 
Nikolaus Heidelbach, 2019). Michael Köhlmeier has received many awards, most recently the Litera-
ture Prize of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation and the Marie-Luise-Kaschnitz Prize for his complete 
works in 2017, as well as the Ferdinand Berger Prize in 2019. 
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Herta Müller, The Official Said.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: bureaucracy, exile, homesickness 

Setting: small town in Germany 

Time: present 

 
 
 
164 pages, publication in August 2021 by Hanser 
 

 

 

Synopsis 

“Homesickness isn’t a good idea” – a story created word for word 

 

In The Official Said, Herta Müller has invented a new literary form – a story in collages. She describes 
scenes from a German provincial detention centre. One of the officials is called Mr Fröhlich from 
Inspection Centre B. He can compete with the most famous examples from his profession. Another 
spreads his arms like a bird every time he meets someone and exclaims: ‘Oh, oh, oh.’ Ludicrous con-
versations turn into inadvertently funny exchanges. Dismissiveness and ignorance are contrasted with 
the question of whether a person’s honesty makes them suspicious. Is a person’s biography the sum 
of their experiences? Or in the eyes of the officials, is it turned into a panorama of despair? And then 
there’s the homesickness of those who have fled, which never stops growing. Herta Müller finds mas-
terful imagery for the impotence felt and the damage that arbitrary decisions can wreak. Her writing 
is enigmatic, profound, sometimes funny and always highly poetic. 

 
About the author 

Herta Müller, who was born in 1953 in Nitzkydorf / Romania, has been based in Berlin since 1987. 
Her work is published by Hanser. She has been awarded numerous prizes including the Nobel Prize 
for Literature in 2009.  
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Rafik Schami, My Sign of the Zodiac is the Rainbow 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: emigrants, exile, observations 

Setting: various settings 

Time: present 

320 pages, publication in July 2021 by Hanser 
 
 
 

 

 

Synopsis 

“Storytelling is his passion – he has a talent for sprinkling a little magic on everyday events.” 
ZDF aspekte 
 
Rafik Schami tells stories about love, passion and exile. In this very personal book, he proves he is 
the master of clarity and precise observation. 
No matter whether his tales take place in Heidelberg, Munich or Damascus, and no matter whether 
they are about secrets, trips or birthdays that go wrong, they all contain a secret, waiting to be dis-
covered. It might be a lover who grabs a knife when he sees his beloved in the arms of her husband. 
Or the womaniser in front of whom his ex-lovers parade their mutual children. A long cruise on which 
all the men lose their genitals. Or a class reunion with a dead school friend. In his distinctive tone, 
Schami tells of what he himself has experienced and heard, of German illusions and emigrants who 
lose their minds over longing for their homeland. Even when he is deadly earnest, he never loses his 
ability to laugh – because this, as Schami writes, is ‘the best smuggler of thoughts.’ 
 
About the author 

Rafik Schami was born in Damascus in 1946 and has lived in Germany since 1971. He received his 
doctorate in chemistry in 1979. His work has been translated into 33 languages and has been awarded 
numerous prizes, including the Hermann Hesse Prize, the Nelly Sachs Prize, the “Against Forgetting - 
For Democracy” prize and the Gustav Heinemann Peace Prize. His most recent publication was Die 
geheime Mission des Kardinals (a novel, 2019). rafik-schami.de 
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Tanja Schwarz, In a New Light 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: education, women, society 

Time: present 

Protagonists: various individuals 

 
 
240 pages, publication in September 2021 by hanserblau 
 

 
 

Synopsis 

The women in these novel vignettes have been through a great deal and have left a lot behind. They 
worry about strangers, fret over their grown-up children and ageing parents and in doing so, almost 
lose sight of themselves. Tanja Schwarz’s female characters are from the liberal, often precarious 
middle classes, whose lives are fraught with the problems of everyday existence. Political or private 
crises have awakened them from their dull stupor. Take Lene, for example, who is fighting her ex-
husband over their daughter and pitied by the other women in her German language class. Tanja 
Schwarz pens her figures with pared-down prose that nevertheless pierces the marrow. 
 
About the author 

Tanja Schwarz was born in Hechingen in Baden-Württemberg in 1970. She studied at the German 
Institute of Literature in Leipzig and has received numerous awards. Her short story collection Der 
nächtliche Skater was published in 2001, and her novel Weltroman in 2019. Schwarz lives with her 
family in Hamburg. 
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Botho Strauß, No More. No Longer.  
Ciphers for Her 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: origin, Gilgamesh, Aeneas, Dido 

Setting: various settings 

Time: past to present 

 
 
144 pages, publication in September 2021 by Hanser 
 

 
 

Synopsis 

“Stylistic brilliance that is unparalleled.” Lorenz Jager, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung  
 
“In a world that worships plentifulness, you, my beloved, were the only one never too much.” In No 
More. No Longer, Botho Strauß follows in the footsteps of Virgil’s Dido and retraces the disguises of 
the body and soul. 
“Ciphers for her” is a mosaic-like series of texts about writing and being human, as well as a sensual 
poetic investigation of the acceptance and unrest of existence. Perspectives and narratives unfold, 
extending thoughts and arrangements, ranging from the mythological to the poetic, woman to man, 
from borders to overcoming them, history to the present, the epic of Gilgamesh to Eichendorff and 
Henri Michaux. Botho Strauß’ prose is sheathed in sad beauty and his reflections have a melancholic 
resonance. “As a reader, you become addicted to these vignettes.” Andreas Kilb, Frankfurter Allge-
meine Sonntagszeitung 
 
About the author 

Botho Strauß, who was born in Naumburg / Saale in 1944, lives in the Uckermark. In addition to a 
four-volume edition of his plays, Hanser has published the following volumes of prose: Mikado 
(2006), Die Unbeholfenen (novella, 2007), Vom Aufenthalt (2009), Sie / Er (short stories, 2012), Der 
Aufstand gegen die sekundäre Welt (essays, 2012), Die Fabeln von der Begegnung (2013), Kongress 
(Die Kette der Demütigungen, 2013), Allein mit allen (reflections, 2014), Herkunft (2014), Oniritti 
Höhlenbilder (2016) and zu oft umsonst gelächelt (2019).
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II. Non-Fiction 
 
 

Lana Atakisieva, Night Shift in Neukölln.  
A policewoman tells her story  

 
 
 
 
Topic: police operation, immigration story 

Setting: Neukölln (Berlin) 

Time: 21st century 

 
 
 
 
 
 
208 pages, publication in August 2021 by hanserblau 
 

 
 
Synopsis 

Lana Atakisieva’s main activities are at the intersection of police and social work. This is where people 
sometimes commit crimes with the best of intentions. Her personal experiences as a young migrant 
in Germany have sensitised her to the realities of the lives she comes encounters every day in her job 
as a policewoman. She talks emotionally about her most dramatic assignments, but also about her 
family background.  
 
About the author 

Lana Atakisieva was born in 1988 in Saratov, Russia, and grew up in Baku, Azerbaijan. She came to 
Germany at the age of 15 together with her mother and sister. She is a trained law enforcement 
officer. Today she is a police superintendent and works as a police officer on patrol in Neukölln. Lana 
Atakisieva lives in Berlin. 

 

Special Feature 

Participation in “Book meets Film“ in spring 2021:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9qmlDJb6iS4 
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Ciani-Sophia Hoeder, Angry and Evil 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: activism, emotion, external perception, discourse 

 
240 pages, publication in September 2021 by hanserblau 
 
 

 
 
Synopsis 

When was the last time you were angry? Women who give free rein to their anger are quickly labelled 
irrational, evil and bitter. In general, too, anger is seen as a negative emotion, which is better to 
suppress. Girls are raised to be quiet and elegant, not assertive. But female anger is a gift, and we 
must learn to perceive it as such. Women’s suffrage, #MeToo and the Women’s March have shown 
that, when used in the right way, anger can become a powerful weapon against personal and political 
oppression and even help us change the world. Journalist Ciani-Sophia Hoeder shows how anger can 
turn into the courage to bring about change. 
 
About the author 

Ciani-Sophia Hoeder is a freelance journalist, columnist for the SZ magazine and founder and CEO of 
RosaMag, the first online lifestyle magazine for Black women in Germany. She studied politics and 
journalism in Berlin and London, and reports on everyday and institutional racism, life as a millennial, 
intersectional feminism and pop culture. In 2020 she was nominated for the Grimme Online Award 
for RosaMag.  
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Katharina Rogenhofer/ Florian Schlederer, If Nothing 
Changes, Everything Changes.  
Why We Have to Fight For our Planet Now 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic: climate change, economy, politics, pandemic 

 
288 pages, publication in July 2021 by Zsolnay 
 
 
 

 
 
Synopsis 

“The world needs to be more courageous! A good and, most importantly, 
crucial book.“ Luisa Neubauer 
 
She brought the “Fridays for Future“ movement to Vienna and is the spokesperson for the climate 
referendum. She is 27, the face of climate protection in Austria and one hundred per cent commited 
to the cause. Katharina Rogenhofer, a trained biologist, has an impressive breadth of knowledge 
about the environment and the climate crisis. She knows the links between ecology, economy and 
politics – especially in the difficult times of the current pandemic – and knows how to explain them 
simply, but never simplistically. She works together with political stakeholders on a national and in-
ternational level. Her book is an impressive plea for a Green New Deal. Above all, however, the author 
takes us on a journey that is committed and unapologetic – and so personal that you feel compelled 
to follow her. 
 

About the author 

Katharina Rogenhofer studied zoology at the University of Vienna and sustainability and environmetal 
management in Oxford. In 2018, she brought the “Fridays For Future“ movement to Austria with 
other activists, and in 2019 she took over the leadership of the climate referendum.   
 
Florian Schlederer was born in 1992 in Gerasdorf near Vienna, studied physics and philosophy in 
Vienna, Oxford and Tokyo. Since 2018, he has been involved in “Fridays For Future“, has helped 
shape the climate referendum and, as a curator, founded the international initiative “Museums For 
Future“. 
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Rüdiger Safranski, Being Singular.  
A philosophical challenge  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic: existentialism, intellectual history, Diderot 

 
288 pages, publication in August 2021 by Hanser 
 
 

 
 
Synopsis 

Before all else, each person is a separate individual. This can be a burden we can alleviate by living 
in a community. But it can also rouse our ambitions to cultivate our individuality. Between these two 
poles of human existence lie several impressive attempts at living in solitude. This is the subject of 
Rüdiger Safranski’s new book. It begins with Michel de Montaigne and leads us through the philoso-
phies of Rousseau, Diderot, Kierkegaard, Stirner and Thoreau to the existentialist philosophy of the 
20th century. In the course of his book, Safranski examines ways in which we cope with being sepa-
rate from others — a state that has recently forced itself very unexpectedly into our daily lives. 

 
About the author 

Rüdiger Safranski, who was born in 1945, studied philosophy, German studies, history and art history. 
He is a research assistant, publisher and editor of the Berliner Hefte, a lecturer in adult education and 
a freelance author since 1986. His work, which has been translated into 26 languages, has been 
awarded the Thomas Mann Prize (2014), the Ludwig Börne Prize (2017) and the German National 
Prize (2018), among others. Most recent publications by Hanser have been Hölderlin. Komm! ins Of-
fene, Freund! (a biography, 2019) and Klassiker! (2019, together with Michael Krüger and Martin 
Meyer). Safranski lives in Badenweiler.  
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Daniel Schreiber, Alone 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic: Corona, depression, relationship, being alone 

 
192 pages, publication in September 2021 by Hanser Berlin 
 
 

 
 
Synopsis 

“What a book! It touches our most secret fears. Yet it comforts us, wisely and tenderly, like a friend 
who recognises our need.” Gabriele von Arnim 
 
At no time have so many people lived alone, and never has it been more elementary to feel the bru-
tality of loneliness brought about by a self-determined life. But can we ever be happy alone? And 
why, in a society of individualists, is living alone perceived as a shameful failure? 
Drawing on his own experiences, philosophical and sociological ideas, Daniel Schreiber explores the 
tension between the desire for retreat and freedom, and that for closeness, love and community. In 
doing so, he illuminates the role that friendships play in this way of life. Can they be a response to 
the loss of meaning in a world in crisis? A profoundly enlightening book on how we want to live. 
 
About the author 

Daniel Schreiber, born in 1977, is the author of the Susan Sontag biography Geist und Glamour (2007) 
as well as the highly praised and widely read essays Nüchtern (2014) and Zuhause (2017). He lives in 
Berlin. 
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Friedemann Schulz von Thun, Fulfilled Living.  

A compact model for a big idea 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic: disappointment, experience, communication psychology 

 
224 pages, publication in July 2021 by Hanser  
 
 

 
 
Synopsis 

We only live once — so, what really matters in life? Friedemann Schulz von Thun, communication 
psychologist, coach and bestselling author, always takes a look at his own life when answering this 
question. He is particularly interested in experiences that serve as examples for his new model. In it, 
he encourages us to look at, appreciate and possibly change our lives from five angles. These are 
made up of wish fulfilment, sensory fulfilment, biographical fulfilment, existential fulfilment and self-
fulfilment. Using these tools, we can review our biographies — where we have succeeded and where 
we have had to deal with disappointment. A wise book that is written comprehensibly, personally 
and concretely. 
 
About the author 

Friedemann Schulz von Thun, who was born in 1944, was a professor of psychology at the University 
of Hamburg until 2009. His trilogy Miteinander reden is considered to be a definitive work. He runs 
the Schulz von Thun Institute for Communication and is a consultant and trainer as well as the editor 
of the series Miteinander reden. Praxis. Hanser has also published Die Kunst des Miteinander-Redens. 
Über den Dialog in Gesellschaft und Politik (2020) co-written by Bernhard Pörksen. schulz-von-
thun.de  
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Ann-Kristin Tlusty, Sweet.  
A feminist critique 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic: working world, feminism, delimitation, Ally 

 
160 page, publication in September 2021 by Hanser  
 

 
 
Synopsis 

Nowadays, everyone’s a feminist. But we’re still a far cry from genuine equality. Why are outdated 
structures still in place? How can they be dismantled? Ann-Kristin Tlusty looks at the inner and outer 
constraints that continue to shape women’s lives today. Women are still expected to absorb society’s 
concerns and needs without complaint. They’re expected to always seem sweet and sexually 
available, even in the heyday of today’s feminism. And they should be nice and gentle, and never 
demand too much autonomy. Smart and personal, liberating and new, this polemic text will shake up 
the hierarchy of the genders forever. Enjoy, sweethearts! 

 
About the author 

Ann-Kristin Tlusty, who was born in 1994, studied cultural studies and psychology. She has worked 
as a contributing writer at Zeit Online since 2018 and lives in Berlin. On Twitter: @nouvelle_wagnis   
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III. Children`s Books 
 
 

Annette Pehnt/ Felicitas Horstschäfer, Book Rebels – 
75 Literary Heroines 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Topic: Heroines, literature, attitude 

 

192 pages, publication in October 2021 by Hanser 
From age 11 

Published by Anette Pehnt 

 
 
Synopsis 

These female literary characters are true rebels. They’re strong, courageous and doing it their way. 
They own up to their weaknesses, fight setbacks and overcome defeat. Their stories have already 
been written. And now they are presented together in unique portraits: from Iphigenia to Alice, Heidi 
and Pippi to Katniss and Starr, this book brings together 75 extraordinary girls and women from dif-
ferent eras and cultures. An inspiring read, full of discoveries and a pleasure to browse, with striking 
illustrations by Felicitas Horstschäfer 
 

About the author 

Annette Pehnt born in 1967, lives with her family in Freiburg. She has received numerous literary 
awards. Since 2018, she has been the director of the Literature Institute of the University of Hildes-
heim. Book Rebels was written in collaboration with 32 students. annette-pehnt.de 
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Katja Reider/ Henrike Wilson, There`s No Place Like 
Foam, Piggy! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Topic: bathtub, activity, humor 

Time: present 

Protagonist: Piggy 

 

 
 
20 pages, publication in July 2021 by Hanser 
From age 2 

 
 
 
Synopsis 

Here comes Piggy – now in a new board book series! What is Piggy’s favourite thing? A day of games 
and bathtime with Papa, of course! He gets lovely and dirty digging in the playground, whizzes down 
the muddy slide in the rain and can jump into every puddle. A day like this with Papa is great! Now 
Piggy is soaking wet and Papa insists that he showers off. But why do piglets need to be clean? Piggy 
would prefer to play hide-and-seek! But Papa doesn't even come looking for him. Instead, he sits 
singing in the tub with a watering can and bobbing boats. Will Piggy soap his ears? Of course! 
Bathtime with Papa is great fun! 
 
About the author 

Katja Reider who was born in 1960, worked in a PR agency and as a press spokeswoman before she 
discovered writing. Her bestselling series Rosalie and Trüffel has been translated into over 20 langu-
ages. She lives with her family in Hamburg. katjareider.de 
 
About the illustrator 

Henrike Wilson who was born in Cologne in 1961, studied graphic design and painting. Today she is 
a freelance illustrator based in Berlin. She illustrated the picture books Kleiner Weihnachtsmann, 
Kleine Schusselhexe and Schaf Charlotte, which was named one of the best-illustrated books by the 
New York Times. In 2020, the character of Piglet was first introduced in The Little No Piggo. 
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Silke Schlichtmann, Mattis and the Spiders (volume 4) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: school, friends, entertainment 

Protagonists: Mattis, teacher Storm 

 

 

 

 
 
72 pages, publication in July 2021 by Hanser 
From age 7 

 
 
Synopsis 

What are you supposed to do if your teacher never laughs, is always in a bad mood and has a phobia 
of spiders? The answer is easy for brainy Mattis – just get the teacher in a good mood for a change! 
All it will take is all of his pocket money, nice flowers, yummy kebabs, lots and lots and lots of spiders, 
the Internet and a perfect plan. And then he’s all set – because if the teacher’s happy, everyone’s 
happy. It’s only a pity that Mr Storm sees things differently and another warning letter lands on the 
Hansen family doormat. Then Mattis has to set the record straight again – much to the delight of his 
fans, both big and small, who will laugh warmly at Mattis’ good 
intentions in this new book from the series. 
 
About the author 

Silke Schlichtmann who was born in 1967, grew up on a fruit farm in the Altes Land, Germany. No-
wadays she lives with her family in Munich. In 2018 she was nominated for the German Children’s 
Literature Award for Bluma and the secret of the Rubber Snake. silkeschlichtmann.de and on Face-
book 
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Silke Wolfrum, Fortune Cookies for Advent 
A story in 24 chapters 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Topic: friendship, advent calender, secret club, family 

Protagonist: Finja 

 

 
 
 
144 pages, publication in October 2021 by Hanser 
From age 6 

Illustrated by Nele Palmtag 
 
 

Synopsis 

This is the worst First Advent Sunday that Finja has ever had! No Advent wreath and no biscuits, 
except for the stupid fortune cookies that have been lying around since Dad took on his new job. He 
is supposed to come up with the sayings that go inside them, but he’s had writer’s block for days. 
And he can’t get anything done now that Mum’s recovering after her surgery. They don’t even have 
an advent calendar! So Finja has to pretend she’s received the best presents, so she doesn’t look 
stupid in front of her classmates. They’ll want to see some proof at some point though! How will she 
get out of this? A zany Christmas story full of lovable characters, delightfully and quirkily illustrated 
by Nele Palmtag. 
 
About the author 

Silke Wolfrum who was born in 1973, studied Romance and German Studies in Bamberg, Munich and 
Paris. As well as writing for Bayerischer Rundfunk she is the author of short stories, radio plays and 
children’s comedies. She lives in Munich.

mailto:seidel@medienagenturseidel.de


Film Rights – Hanser, Hanser Berlin, hanserblau, Zsolnay 

contact: Sibylle Seidel / Medienagentur / Kleiner Kielort 3-5 / 20144 Hamburg 
Tel: 0049 40 41495349 / seidel@medienagenturseidel.de      22 
 

IV.Backlist 
 

Lisa Fittko, Escape Through the Pyrenees 
 
Topic: exile, period of national socialism, memoir 
Setting: the French-Spanish Pyrenees 
Time: 1940/1941 
 
288 pages, published in January 1985 by Hanser 
 
Synopsis 

Though it reads like a suspense novel, this memoir is Lisa Fittko's ext-
raordinary story of life as an "enemy alien" in France before and after 
the German invasion of 1940. Escaping a French prison, Fittko and her 
husband found their way to the Pyrenees and, while awaiting permis-
sion to enter Spain, helped hundreds of refugees, including Walter 
Benjamin, escape deportation, torture, and death at the hands of the 
Nazis. 

 

René Freund, To the Sea 
 
Topic: road trip, carpe diem, love, friendship 
Setting: Austria, Italy 
Time: present 
Protagonists: various, young and elderly 
 
144 pages, published in May 2018 by Zsolnay 
 
Synopsis 

Anton, a bus driver who ferries schoolchildren and other passengers 
from the villages to the city year in, year out, is having a pretty bad day. 
He has recently fallen in love with his neighbour Doris. But the previous 
night he heard a man coughing on her balcony. On top of this, Carla, a 
passenger suffering from cancer, boards the bus saying that she wants 

to see the sea for the last time – right now. It’s hot, and thoughts race through Anton’s head. Courage 
is not one of his virtues, but didn’t Doris said she likes a man who take risks? Shortly afterwards, he 
makes an announcement over the tannoy: “We’re heading for the sea.”A heart-warming story about 
the light and heavy aspects of life, and how you sometimes have to stake everything on one roll of 
the dice. 
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René Freund, Love Among Fishes 
 
Topic: love, behavioral research 
Setting: Austria and Germany   
Time: 21st century 
 
208 pages, published in January 2013 by Zsolnay 
 
Synopsis 

Fred Firneis, a sensationally successful and widely-read poet, is burnt 
out after too many alcohol-saturated years on the frontline of litera-
ture. His publisher, Susanne Beckmann, runs her cash-cow to earth in 
his Berlin-Kreuzberg apartment and dispatches him to a wooden shack 
deep in the Austrian Alps. In Grünbach-am-See there is neither electri-

city nor mobile reception and Firneis gradually begins to regain his strength. But then this rural para-
dise is disrupted by the arrival of Mara, a Slovakian biologist who is writing her doctoral thesis on the 
minnow, a fascinating and sociable little fish, and before long Fred finds himself taking great interest 
in all the nuances of the creature’s biology, behaviour and psychology – but most of all in Mara her-
self. An offbeat alpine comedy with a dramatic climax in Berlin; fast-paced, surprising and highly 
entertaining. 
 
 

Monika Helfer, The Riff-raff 
 
Topic: origin, family history, outsider 
Setting: Austrian village 
Time: during the 1st World War 
Protagonists: Josef and Maria Moosbrugger and their family 
 
160 pages, publication in February 2020 by Hanser 
 
Synopsis 

This novel is a powerful and poignant portrait of a woman and mother 
at the beginning of the twentieth century. Monika Helfer tells the story 
of her own origins, of a family that is only ever referred to by everyone 
as the “riff-raff”. 
 

Josef and Maria Moosbrugger live with their children on the outer edges of a mountain village, far 
away from the other inhabitants. They are outsiders, marginalised, poverty-stricken – the riff-raff. It 
is the time of the First World War, when Josef is drafted into the army. It is the time when Maria and 
her children are left behind and become dependent on the protection of the mayor. It is the time when 
Georg from Hanover comes to the area, a man who is not only beautiful and speaks High German, 
but who one day also knocks on Maria’s door. And it is the time when Maria gets pregnant with Grete, 
the baby of the family, with whom Josef will never speak a word: the mother of Monika Helfer. 
   

mailto:seidel@medienagenturseidel.de


Film Rights – Hanser, Hanser Berlin, hanserblau, Zsolnay 

contact: Sibylle Seidel / Medienagentur / Kleiner Kielort 3-5 / 20144 Hamburg 
Tel: 0049 40 41495349 / seidel@medienagenturseidel.de      24 
 

Monika Helfer, Daddy 
 
Topic: family origin, post-war-children, memory 
Setting: Austria 
Time: post war period 
Protagonist: father of Monika Helfer 
 
176 pages, publication in January 2021 by Hanser 
 
Synopsis 

He had a prosthetic leg, was often absent, was a widower, a pensioner 
and loved literature. Monika Helfer’s book orbits her father’s life and tells 
the story of her childhood and adolescence – the spaciousness and library 
in the mountain recovery home for war victims and the poverty and the 
cramped conditions in a South Tyrolean settlement with many children in 

one kitchen. She writes what she knows about her father, a man who, like many of his generation, 
didn’t say much. 

With great veracity, the result is a novel that gently unfolds existential matters and traces painful 
memories. “Yes, everything turned out fine. In a terrible way, it all turned out fine.” 

 
Special Feature 

Participation in “Book meets Film“ in Spring 2021.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Köhlmeier, Two Gentlemen on the Beach 
 
Topic: Churchill, Chaplin  
Setting: USA, England 
Time: 20th century  
 
256 pages, published in August 2018 by Hanser 
 
Synopsis 

Two solitary gentlemen walk the beach, deep in discussion. Charlie 
Chaplin and Winston Churchill – two leviathans of world history –were 
as different as chalk and cheese, yet the impoverished tramp and the 
great statesman became close friends. One became the greatest co-
median in history, the other lead his country through the war against 

Adolf Hitler. With the unerring eye of the first class imaginative raconteur, Michael Köhlmeier recog-
nized what this incredible couple represents: nothing less than the complete history of the 20th 
century, spanning art and politics, comedy and tragedy. 
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Rolf Lappert, To Live is an Irregular Verb 
 
Topic: Municipality, lost childhood, adoption, fates 
Setting: Germany 
Time: 1980s, present 
Protagonists: Frida, Ringo, Leander and Linus  
 
976 pages, publication in August 2020 by Hanser 
 
 
Synopsis 

A back-to-nature commune in the 1980s. The authorities discover four 
children who are growing up sheltered from the outside world. From 
that day on, the four friends don’t see each other again for decades. 
This major novel is about friendship and loss, and the comfort that 
memories can offer. The ‘Children of Kampstedt Marsh’ are shot to 

fame against their will, and their fates are reduced to media headlines. But Frida, Ringo, Leander and 
Linus are people who have their own stories. Catapulted from their isolated lives into reality, they 
first stare around in amazement. Soon they are living the most different lives imaginable: either in a 
foster home or at boarding school, on an island or up in the mountains, feeling hatred and love. How 
will these castaways find their way in the world? 
 
Is the past ever really over? What can crush someone who was once happy? In his highly unique, 
tender and laconic tone, Rolf Lappert tells a story about leaving childhood behind without ever actu-
ally escaping it. 
 
Special Feature 

Participation in “Book meets Film“ in Spring 2020. 
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Zeina Nassar, Dream Big 
 
Topic: boxing, emancipation, competition 
 
208 pages, publication in September 2020 by hanserblau 
 
Synopsis 

“Even if I don’t make it myself, many other woman will also have the 
opportunity. That makes me incredibly proud.” 
 
At the age of thirteen, Zeina Nassar already knew she wanted to box. 
Because she refuses to take off her headscarf in the ring, she isn’t al-
lowed to take part in competitions for a long time. But Zeina won’t be 
dictated to; she forges her own path. Her parents, who are from Le-
banon, don’t want her to box? Zeina convinces them with a fifteen-

minute lecture. The German dress code at competitions doesn’t allow religious women like Zeina to 
box in a headscarf? Then the regulations have to change. On an international level, women are not 
allowed to enter the ring wearing a hijab? Then the rule has to be abolished. 
  
Zeina is not just an exceptional sportswoman; the sociology student travels around the world as an 
ambassador for education and fights internationally for equal rights.  
 
Proof of where a woman’s willpower can take her: in her compelling and inspiring memoir, Zeina 
writes for the first time about her struggles and setbacks. And about the importance of never losing 
sight of your goal. 
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