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I. Fiction 
 

Ljuba Arnautović, June Snow 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic: family, communism, nationalism 

Setting: Russia, Austria 

Time: from 1934 

Protagonist: Eva, Slavko, Karl 

 
192 pages, publication in February 2021 by Zsolnay 
 

 
 
 

Synopsis 

Everything was different that year in 1943. Even the June snow did not fall until July. 
 
In 1934, Eva, who is a member of the Republican Protection League in Vienna, sends her sons Slavko 
and Karl away to protect them from the Nazis. The “Schutzbund children” go on holiday to Crimea 
and then are settled in a luxurious home in Moscow. Until Hitler breaks his pact with Stalin. Slavko 
disappears without a trace. Karl is seized and sent to a reformatory for children and young people 
and then on to a labour camp as an “enemy of the people”. In the gulag, he meets his future wife 
Nina – the author’s mother. Karl tries to return to Vienna as soon as circumstances permit, forcing 
his wife to go abroad ... 
 
In this vivid, poetic and stirring story, Ljuba Arnautović addresses the contempt for human beings 
and political arbitrariness that determined the fate of many during the 20th century including that of 
her own family. 
 
 
About the author 

Ljuba Arnautović, born in 1954 in Kursk (USSR), lives in Vienna. After studying social pedagogy, she 
worked for the documentation archive of the Austrian resistance, as a Russian translator and a radio 
journalist. Her first novel, Im Verborgenen (Hidden) was shortlisted for the Austrian Book Prize 2018. 

mailto:seidel@medienagenturseidel.de


Film Rights – Hanser, Hanser Berlin, hanserblau and Zsolnay  

Contact: Sibylle Seidel / Medienagentur / Kleiner Kielort 3-5 / 20144 Hamburg 
Phone: 0049 40 41495349 / seidel@medienagenturseidel.de     5 
 

Alem Grabovac, The Eighth Child 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: family, guest worker, violence, migration 

Setting: Frankfurt, former Yugoslavia 

Time: 20th century 

Protagonist: Alem 

256 pages, publication in January 2021 by hanserblau 
 
 

 
 

Synopsis 

Your father is a good-for-nothing, your foster father, a Nazi and your stepfather, a brutal drunkard: 
The Eighth Child catapults us into a life too drastic to be imagined. 

Smilja, a German guestworker, toils in a chocolate factory while her husband Emir, a party-loving 
petty criminal, eventually ends up behind bars in the notorious island prison of Goli Otok in 
Yugoslavia. After the birth of her son Alem, Smilja makes a far-reaching decision: she wants her baby 
to be raised by a strict German foster family with seven children of their own. But the boy spends 
every other weekend with his mother and her new violent boyfriend in the red-light district 
surrounding Frankfurt’s main station. Only as an adult does Alem find out that his biological father is 
still alive and sets off in search of him. 

Alem Grabovac tells the harrowing story of a harsh upbringing in raw detail and without judgement. 

 
About the author 

Alem Grabovac was born in 1974 in Würzburg. His mother is Croatian, his father Bosnian. He studied 
sociology, political science and psychology in Munich, London and Berlin where he lives with his family 
today. As a freelance author, he writes for Die Zeit, Die Welt and the taz, among others. 
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Norbert Gstrein, The Second Jacob 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: family, violence, luck, ageing 

Setting: Germany, Mexico, USA 

Time: 20th century, present 

Protagonist: Jakob 

448 pages, publication in February 2021 by Hanser 
 
 

 
 

Synopsis 

“Of course nobody wants to turn sixty.” This is how Jacob’s confession of a lifetime begins. He is a 
well-known actor, and is planning to publish his biography. But Jakob is terrified of what will come 
next. Then his daughter Luzie poses the question: “What’s the worst thing you’ve ever done?” And 
this causes an explosion in this nail-biting book.  
 
Jacob recalls doing a film shoot years ago on the Mexican-American border. He remembers women 
being murdered and the terrible conditions in general, but he only ever witnessed these things from 
afar. Twice, however, he found himself in the middle of sinister events. Jacob is ashamed and 
struggles with the simplistic verdicts of the outside world. In his vivid memories, he longs for 
happiness and fears his own mortality, like a child fears the dark. Why is he never the original but 
always “the second Jacob”? Norbert Gstrein gets right to the heart of his vulnerable, unfathomable 
hero in this gripping novel that is also a great work. 
 
 
About the author 

Norbert Gstrein, born in 1961 in Tyrol, lives in Hamburg. His award-winning work is published by Carl 
Hanser Verlag; his most recent novels are The Coming Years (2018) and When I Was Young (2019), 
which was awarded the Austrian Book Prize. 
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Monika Helfer, Daddy 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: family, origin, post-war children, memory 

Setting: Austria 

Time: post-war period 

Protagonist: father of Monika Helfer 

176 pages, publication in January 2021 by Hanser 
 
 

 
 

Synopsis 

He had a prosthetic leg, was often absent, was a widower, a pensioner and loved literature. Monika 
Helfer’s book orbits her father’s life and tells the story of her childhood and adolescence – the 
spaciousness and library in the mountain recovery home for war victims and the poverty and the 
cramped conditions in a South Tyrolean settlement with many children in one kitchen. She writes 
what she knows about her father, a man who, like many of his generation, didn’t say much. 
With great veracity, the result is a novel that gently unfolds existential matters and traces painful 
memories. “Yes, everything turned out fine. In a terrible way, it all turned out fine.”  
 
 
About the author 

Monika Helfer, born in 1947 in Au / Bregenzerwald, lives with her family in Vorarlberg. She has 
published numerous novels, stories and children’s books. Her novel Look at Me When I Talk to You 
(2017) was nominated for the German Book Prize. Her most recent publication was Riffraff (2020).  
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Anja Kampmann, The dog is always hungry 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: yearning 

Time: present 

 
 
 
120 pages, publication in March 2021 by Hanser 
 
 

 

 

Synopsis 

Newspaper boys, a girl on a playground, youths with their naive dreams and blue eyeliner – ultimately 
everyone who drifts or sways through life – all wonder about the bigger picture. 
 
Anja Kampmann shot to fame with two books: her first novel Wie hoch die Wasser steigen (High as 
the Waters Rise), and her poetry collection, Proben von Stein und Licht. “Rarely do poets’ first 
collections come across as finished and laconic as this one, with a sure feeling that beauty often gets 
in the way of truth”, wrote Paul Jandl in the magazine Literarische Welt. 
Anja Kampmann’s new poems are more conscious of form than her previous ones yet also more 
playful and open; they conjure up marshland, make figures appear and their recurring motifs link the 
collection together to form a panorama of our times. They confirm Anja Kampmann’s reputation as 
an independent, unusual voice of her generation. 

 
About the author 

Anja Kampmann was born in 1983 in Hamburg. In 2015 she received the Wolfgang Weyrauch 
Sponsorship Prize at the Literarischer März poetry competition in Darmstadt. Her poetry collection 
Proben von Stein und Licht was published by Hanser in 2016. Her debut novel, Wie hoch die Wasser 
steigen, was awarded the Lessing Sponsorship Prize and Mara Cassens Prize. 
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Thomas Lehr, The Hearing 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: redemption, visions, illusions 

Setting: various 

Time: 20th century 

Protagonist: Anton Mühsal 

480 pages, publication in January 2021 by Hanser 
 
 

 
 

Synopsis 

The young historian Anton Mühsal, a member of the ’68 generation and specialist in the early history 
of the Weimar Republic, is labouring on his doctorate in West Berlin in the 1980s, vacillating between 
two very different lovers and is suddenly haunted by visions.  
An angel in the flesh drags him away from his study in the Berlin district of Moabit, then torments 
him with historical scenes from the November Revolution and enigmatic, surreal messages. In 
sequences that take place between 1919 and 1968 in Berlin, during the Spanish Civil War in 
Barcelona, as well as under German fascism and the post-war period, The Hearing is a realistic and 
magical novel in one, a philosophical phantasmagoria and psychiatric case study that walks a 
tightrope between metaphysics and history.  
 
 
About the author 

Thomas Lehr, born in 1957 in Speyer, lives in Berlin. He has received numerous awards for his work, 
most recently the Joseph Breitbach Prize 2016 and the Bremen Literature Prize 2018. Hanser has 
published the following titles: September. Fata Morgana (2010), Größenwahn passt in die kleinste 
Hütte (2012), 42 (2013), Zweiwasser (2014), Nabokovs Katze (2016), Schlafende Sonne (2017) and 
Frühling (2019). 
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Hans Platzgumer, Bogner‘s Departure 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: vanity, art, murder, accident, hit and rund 

Setting: Innsbruck 

Time: present 

Protagonist: Andreas Bogner 

144 pages, publication in March 2021 by Zsolnay 
 
 

 
 

Synopsis 

A crossroads in Innsbruck. An accident in the middle of the night. A pedestrian lies dead. What has 
happened? And who is to blame? Is it Andreas Bogner, who only wanted to draw a picture of his 
father-in-law’s gun? Nicole Pammer, who, unusually for her, drank one glass too many that evening? 
Her mother, who does not hesitate to hide all the evidence? Or even the art critic Kurt Niederer, who, 
after all, has always known how to make life hell for others? 
 
In his new novel, Hans Platzgumer skillfully weaves a web of vanities and shortcomings. Is it just the 
one who feels guilty who is to blame in the end? 
 
 
About the author 

Hans Platzgumer was born in Innsbruck in 1969 and lives in Bregenz. After graduating from the 
Vienna Music Academy he went on to study film music in Los Angeles. He has released electronic 
music with various partners and writes novels, radio plays, opera, theatre music and essays. His 
novel  Am Rand was a big success and longlisted for the German Book Prize 2016. His most recent 
novel was Drei Sekunden jetzt (2018).  
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Sylvie Schenk, Roman d‘amour 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: marriage, adultery, love, devotion 

Setting: France 

Time: 20th century, present 

Protagonist: Charlotte Moire 

128 pages, publication in March 2021 by Hanser 
 

 
 
 

Synopsis 

“This man, who cheated on his wife and lied to me, seemed like the most honest person I had ever 
met.” Roman d’amour is a finely-spun novel about adultery, packed with life experience and wisdom. 
It describes a duel between two women and the question of what is allowed in love and what is not.  

Charlotte Moire has written a novel about an affair she had with a married man decades ago. She 
has turned the memory of desire and passion into fiction and has been awarded a literary prize. But 
now, at over seventy, she is faced with a persistent interviewer, to whom she has to insist that the 
story is not based on her own experience. But as she talks, Charlotte finds it increasingly difficult to 
distinguish between her work and her life. Imperceptibly, the stories of the two women, who 
supposedly have nothing to do with each other yet have much in common, become entangled. Roman 
d’amour is a compact and intelligent book about love and the stories we tell about love. 

 
About the author 

Sylvie Schenk was born in Chambéry, France in 1944, studied in Lyon and has lived in Germany since 
1966. She has published poetry in French and has written in German since 1992. She lives near Aachen 
and in La Roche-de-Rame, Hautes-Alpes. Hanser has published her novels Schnell, dein Leben (2016) 
and Eine gewöhnliche Familie (2018). 
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Jan Wagner, The Happy Moment. Incidental Prose 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: portraits of various poets, history of lyric poetry 

Protagonists: various 

 

272 pages, publication in March 2021 by Hanser Berlin 
 
 
 

 

 

Synopsis 

Jan Wagner is not only gifted but also an enthusiastic poet even in his prose. His passionate portraits 
of fellow poets such as Dylan Thomas and Inger Christensen are so compelling that they make you 
want to buy and read their complete works on the spot. Whatever Wagner writes about – whether it 
is the relationship between poetry and photography, motor scooters or “ghost money” in Vietnam, 
passports and borders or something as simple as the hoopoe bird – his open, marvelling view of the 
world turns these casually elegant essays into wonderful lucky draws. In each one, masterfully crafted 
stories and ever-surprising insights can be found.  

 
About the author 

Jan Wagner, born in 1971 in Hamburg, lives in Berlin. In 2001 he published his first collection of 
poems Probebohrung im Himmel. This was followed by Guerickes Sperling (2004), Achtzehn Pasteten 
(2007), Australien (2010), Die Eulenhasser in den Hallenhäusern (2012) and the anthology 
Selbstporträt mit Bienenschwarm (2016). Most recently, his volume of essays Der verschlossene Raum 
(2017) was published. In 2015 he won the Leipzig Book Fair Prize for his poetry collection 
Regentonnenvariationen (2014), and in 2017 he was awarded the Georg Büchner Prize. 
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II. Non-Fiction 
 

Jochen Hörisch, Hands. A cultural history 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: cultural history, society, art, language 

 
400 pages, publication in January 2021 by Hanser 
 

 
 
Synopsis 

They grip and feel, caress and hit. We wave them to welcome people and use them to sign contracts. 
No part of our body is as versatile as our hands. Their prominent role in our lives is evident in everyday 
language: we ‘take something in hand’, we cannot dismiss something ‘out of hand’ and we see a goal 
‘within hand’s reach’ – if we don’t have ‘two left hands’ at least. Jochen Hörisch shows us a whole 
variety of hands that can be found throughout literature and the history of ideas. 

Perhaps it is no coincidence that the most famous figure in German literature is called Faust (‘fist’ in 
English). Generations of people before us have felt ‘saved by the hand of God’ and today, many trust 
the ‘invisible hand’ of the market. Each era has its own associations with hands — and as we enter a 
period in history when machines are becoming increasingly voice-controlled, this says a great deal 
about the change we are undergoing. 

 
About the author 

Jochen Hörisch, born in 1951, was formerly Professor of Modern German Studies and Media Analysis 
at the University of Mannheim. He is a member of several academies and lives near Mannheim. His 
most recent novel published by Hanser Verlag was Tauschen, sprechen, begehren. Eine Kritik der 
unreinen Vernunft (Edition Akzente, 2011). 
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Igor Levit, Florian Zinnecker, House Concert 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: anti-Semitism, freedom 

 
256 pages, publication in April 2021 by Hanser 
 

 
 
Synopsis 

Igor Levit is one of the best pianists of his generation; his playing captivates the music world and 
audiences everywhere. But his work goes far beyond music. He speaks out against racism, anti-
Semitism and every other kind of hatred towards people. He is committed to climate protection. And 
he stands up for democracy and protests injustice. What drives him? Where does his energy, 
vehemence and restlessness spring from – and where does he want to go?  

Florian Zinnecker accompanied Igor Levit throughout the 2019/20 concert season. Together they 
experienced a time of extremes. It was the year in which Levit publicly condemned online hate speech, 
for which he received death threats. In the same year, he played concerts from his living room for 
hundreds of thousands of listeners on Twitter. And lastly, it was the year in which he found himself – 
as a pianist, artist and citizen, public figure and as a mensch.  

 
About the authors 

Igor Levit, born in 1987 in Gorky, Russia (now Nizhny Novgorod), moved to Germany with his family 
when he was eight years old. He studied at the Hannover Academy of Music and won the Silver Prize 
at the Arthur Rubinstein Competition as the youngest participant in 2005. Most recently he released 
recordings of all Beethoven’s 32 piano sonatas. Levit is the recipient of the Gilmore Artist Award and 
the “Gift of Remembrance” from the International Auschwitz Committee. 

Florian Zinnecker, born in Bayreuth in 1984, is the deputy desk manager of the weekly newspaper DIE 
ZEIT. After studying cultural studies and politics, he wrote for the Süddeutsche Zeitung Magazin and 
attended the Henri Nannen School of Journalism. He was awarded the Konrad Adenauer Prize for his 
coverage of the Bayreuth Festival. 
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Julia Schnetzer, When Sharks Glow in the Dark 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic: marine animals, biology, human and nature, nature conservation 

 
240 pages, publication in April 2021 by hanserblau 
 

 
 
Synopsis 

An exciting look at the ocean, its inhabitants and us people 

The sea is an astonishing and enigmatic ecosystem. More people have walked on the moon than on 
the ocean bed. Without good reason, finds the science slammer and marine biologist Julia Schnetzer. 
Because not only can the latest revelations about our environment be discovered in the immortality 
of jellyfish, the language of dolphins and the life cycles of underwater mosquitoes, but also about us 
people. 

Julia Schnetzer’s book combines up-to-date research, her own experiences and an eye for the curious. 
The result is a fascinating and informative dive into the oceans of the world. 

 
About the author 

Julia Schnetzer, born in 1985 in Munich, has been researching micro- and macro-organisms in the sea 
for years. She studied biology in Cologne, at the University of California in Merced and the 
Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute in Panama. She received her doctorate in marine microbiology 
at the Max Planck Institute in Bremen. From 2017-2020 she was the scientific coordinator of the 
Ocean Plastics Lab, an international travelling exhibition that deals with marine pollution from 
plastics. Julia Schnetzer lives in Bremen. 
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III. Children’s Books 
 

Katja Reider, Follow the Leaders – How Elvis 
Discovered Democracy 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: adventure, democracy, peace 

Setting: jungle 

Time: present 

Protagonists: various animals 

 

24 pages, publication in March 2021 by Hanser 
From age 4 

 
 
Synopsis 

Anyone who thinks that the ancient Greeks invented democracy is hugely mistaken. It was Elvis the 
meerkat! Whenever the animals meet in the jungle, they always end up arguing. Who was yelling, 
who’s been snoring too loudly and who stole the coconut? Who’s been getting into whose hair? Who 
is allowed to go to the watering hole and when? How can there be peace in the animal world? The 
lions aren’t interested in solving this problem. Because they can bare their teeth, they want to decide 
what’s what. The zebras, on the other hand, have a reputation as vegetarian peacemakers. And the  
elephants are bigger than all the rest. So, who should govern the land? A bright idea finally comes 
from a little meerkat named Elvis. 
 

About the author 

Katja Reider, born in 1960, worked in a PR agency and as a press officer before she discovered writing. 
Since then, she has written numerous books for children of all ages. Her bestselling series about two 
pigs in love, Rosalie and Truffle, has been translated into over 20 languages including English. She 
lives with her family in Hamburg and has been committed to promoting literacy for many years. 
(Illustrations: Cornelia Haas). 
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Kathrin Schärer, Being There – What are you feeling? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: emotions, body language 

Protagonisten: various animals 

 

 

 

64 pages, publication in January 2021 by Hanser 
From age 3 

 
 
Synopsis 

Every child knows feelings of fear, joy, anger and sadness. Kathrin Schärer gives a face to 30 emotions 
in expressive animal pictures: A meerkat stands resolutely on a diving board: he is courageous. An 
ermine jiggles nervously from one foot to the other in the queue: she is impatient. Two piglets stare  
at the ghost with their eyes open and their mouths open – they are terrified. A little bear shyly hides 
behind his mother. In an offended pose, a chameleon crosses its arms. Angrily the rabbit stomps his 
paw. – A treasure chest of emotions, in which even the smallest readers can discover and recognise, 
name and distinguish feelings. 
 
 
About the author 

Kathrin Schärer, born in 1969, has illustrated numerous children’s books for which she has been 
nominated for the Hans Christian Andersen Prize and the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award, among 
others. Her picture book Johanna im Zug was nominated for the German Youth Literature Prize in 
2010. For Hanser, she has illustrated Es war einmal ein Igel (2011) and Die Nacht des Kometen (2015) 
by Franz Hohler, Das Herz der Puppe (2012) (2012) by Rafik Schami and Rudyard Kipling’s The 
Butterfly That Stamped Its Foot (2016). This was followed in 2018 by the children’s book Am liebsten 
aß der Hamster Hugo Spaghetti mit Tomatensugo by Franz Hohler. She lives in Basel. 
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Friedbert Stohner, I’m Just The Teddy Bear Around 
Here 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic: adventure, friendship, journey, courage 

Setting: various 

Time: present 

Protagonists: Lotti the Teddy, Matilda 

 

136 pages, publication in January 2021 by Hanser 
From age 6 

 
 
Synopsis 

Now it’s the teddy bear’s turn to talk! When Lotti the Teddy is stolen from Matilda’s backpack, an 
adventurous odyssey begins: first she ends up in a bin and on a handdrawn wagon, then she is given 
away and swapped for chocolate ice cream, and finally flies through the air in a spaceship and is tied 
to the handlebars of a mountain bike as a lucky charm, making sure fast Flora wins a race. Besides 
all her crazy adventures, Lotti the Teddy also tells us what cuddly toys think about bickering boys and 
fibbing girls, friendship and first love, why teddies can talk and how everything turns out well at the 
end of this chaotic journey! 
 
 
About the author 

Friedbert Stohner, born in 1951, worked in the publishing business for many years. At the same time, 
he translated from Finnish and English, mostly with his wife Anu. Now he also writes children’s books, 
not just for his own four grandchildren. Publications by Hanser include Ich bin hier bloß der 
Hamster (2014), Ich bin hier bloß das Pony (2015), Ich bin hier bloß das Schaf (2018) and Ich bin hier 
bloß der Opa (2020) in the same series.  
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Lisa Fittko, Escape Through the Pyrenees 
 
Topic: exile, period of national socialism, memoir 
Setting: the French-Spanish Pyrenees 
Time: 1940/1941 
 
288 pages, published in January 1985 by Hanser 
 
Translated into Croatian, English, French, Italian, Japanese, Spanish 
 

Synopsis 

Though it reads like a suspense novel, this memoir is Lisa Fittko's 
extraordinary story of life as an "enemy alien" in France before and 
after the German invasion of 1940. Escaping a French prison, Fittko and 

her husband found their way to the Pyrenees and, while awaiting permission to enter Spain, helped 
hundreds of refugees, including Walter Benjamin, escape deportation, torture, and death at the hands 
of the Nazis. 
 

 
René Freund, Love Among Fishes 
 
Topic: love, behavioral research 
Setting: Austria and Germany   
Time: 21st century 
 
208 pages, published in January 2013 by Zsolnay 
 
Translated into Italian, Georgian, Russian, Spanish 
 
Synopsis 

Fred Firneis, a sensationally successful and widely-read poet, is burnt 
out after too many alcohol-saturated years on the frontline of literature. 

His publisher, Susanne Beckmann, runs her cash-cow to earth in his Berlin-Kreuzberg apartment and 
dispatches him to a wooden shack deep in the Austrian Alps. In Grünbach-am-See there is neither 
electricity nor mobile reception and Firneis gradually begins to regain his strength. But then this rural 
paradise is disrupted by the arrival of Mara, a Slovakian biologist who is writing her doctoral thesis 
on the minnow, a fascinating and sociable little fish, and before long Fred finds himself taking great 
interest in all the nuances of the creature’s biology, behaviour and psychology – but most of all in 
Mara herself. An offbeat alpine comedy with a dramatic climax in Berlin; fast-paced, surprising and 
highly entertaining. 
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René Freund, To the Sea 
 
Topic: road trip, carpe diem, love, friendship 
Setting: Austria, Italy 
Time: present 
Protagonists: various, young and elderly 
 
144 pages, published in May 2018 by Zsolnay 
 
Synopsis 

Anton, a bus driver who ferries schoolchildren and other passengers 
from the villages to the city year in, year out, is having a pretty bad day. 
He has recently fallen in love with his neighbour Doris. But the previous 

night he heard a man coughing on her balcony. On top of this, Carla, a passenger suffering from 
cancer, boards the bus saying that she wants to see the sea for the last time – right now. It’s hot, and 
thoughts race through Anton’s head. Courage is not one of his virtues, but didn’t Doris said she likes 
a man who take risks? Shortly afterwards, he makes an announcement over the tannoy: “We’re 
heading for the sea.”A heart-warming story about the light and heavy aspects of life, and how you 
sometimes have to stake everything on one roll of the dice. 
 
 

Monika Helfer, The Riff-raff 
 
Topic: origin, family history, outsider 
Setting: austrian village 
Time: during the 1st World War 
Protagonists: Josef and Maria Moosbrugger and their family 
 
160 pages, publication in February 2020 by Hanser 
 
Translated into Chinese, Danish, Dutch, French, Finnish, Hebrew, 
Italian, Norwegian, Spanish 
 
 

 

Synopsis 

This novel is a powerful and poignant portrait of a woman and mother at the beginning of the 
twentieth century. Monika Helfer tells the story of her own origins, of a family that is only ever 
referred to by everyone as the “riff-raff”. 
 
Josef and Maria Moosbrugger live with their children on the outer edges of a mountain village, far 
away from the other inhabitants. They are outsiders, marginalised, poverty-stricken – the riff-raff. It 
is the time of the First World War, when Josef is drafted into the army. It is the time when Maria and 
her children are left behind and become dependent on the protection of the mayor. It is the time when 
Georg from Hanover comes to the area, a man who is not only beautiful and speaks High German, 
but who one day also knocks on Maria’s door. And it is the time when Maria gets pregnant with Grete, 
the baby of the family, with whom Josef will never speak a word: the mother of Monika Helfer. 
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Michael Köhlmeier, Two Gentlemen on the Beach  
 
Topic: Churchill, Chaplin  
Setting: USA, England 
Time: 20th century  
 
256 pages, published in August 2018 by Hanser 
 
Translated into Arabic, Czech, Dutch, English, French, Serbian and 
Slovenian, Italian 
 
Synopsis 

Two solitary gentlemen walk the beach, deep in discussion. Charlie 
Chaplin and Winston Churchill – two leviathans of world history –were 

as different as chalk and cheese, yet the impoverished tramp and the great statesman became close 
friends. One became the greatest comedian in history, the other lead his country through the war 
against Adolf Hitler. With the unerring eye of the first class imaginative raconteur, Michael Köhlmeier 
recognized what this incredible couple represents: nothing less than the complete history of the 20th 
century, spanning art and politics, comedy and tragedy. 
 
 
 

Rolf Lappert, To Live is an Iregular Verb 
 
Topic: Municipality, lost childhood, adoption, fates 
Setting: Germany 
Time: 1980s, present 
Protagonists: Frida, Ringo, Leander and Linus  
 
976 pages, publication in August 2020 by Hanser 
 
 
Synopsis 

A back-to-nature commune in the 1980s. The authorities discover four 
children who are growing up sheltered from the outside world. From 
that day on, the four friends don’t see each other again for decades. 
This major novel is about friendship and loss, and the comfort that 
memories can offer. The ‘Children of Kampstedt Marsh’ are shot to 

fame against their will, and their fates are reduced to media headlines. But Frida, Ringo, Leander and 
Linus are people who have their own stories. Catapulted from their isolated lives into reality, they 
first stare around in amazement. Soon they are living the most different lives imaginable: either in a 
foster home or at boarding school, on an island or up in the mountains, feeling hatred and love. How 
will these castaways find their way in the world? 
 
Is the past ever really over? What can crush someone who was once happy? In his highly unique, 
tender and laconic tone, Rolf Lappert tells a story about leaving childhood behind without ever 
actually escaping it. 
 

Special feature 

Participation at „Book meets Film“ in Spring 2020.
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Zeina Nassar, Dream Big 
 
Topic: boxing, emancipation, competition 
 
208 pages, publication in September 2020 by hanserblau 
 
Synopsis 

“Even if I don’t make it myself, many other woman will also have the 
opportunity. That makes me incredibly proud.” 
 
At the age of thirteen, Zeina Nassar already knew she wanted to box. 
Because she refuses to take off her headscarf in the ring, she isn’t 
allowed to take part in competitions for a long time. But Zeina won’t 
be dictated to; she forges her own path. Her parents, who are from 
Lebanon, don’t want her to box? Zeina convinces them with a fifteen-

minute lecture. The German dress code at competitions doesn’t allow religious women like Zeina to 
box in a headscarf? Then the regulations have to change. On an international level, women are not 
allowed to enter the ring wearing a hijab? Then the rule has to be abolished. 
  
Zeina is not just an exceptional sportswoman; the sociology student travels around the world as an 
ambassador for education and fights internationally for equal rights.  
 
Proof of where a woman’s willpower can take her: in her compelling and inspiring memoir, Zeina 
writes for the first time about her struggles and setbacks. And about the importance of never losing 
sight of your goal. 
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