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A story of separation, love, and a hippo 
that knows nothing about either. Arno 
Geiger writes about the difficulties of 

growing up in a bewildering world. 

Twenty-two-year-old Julian can’t get over his separation from Judith – although it came 
about at his own instigation. So he decides to take on the care of the pygmy hippopota-
mus in Professor Beham’s garden – a droll and inscrutable creature that soon defines the 
rhythm of the summer: it eats, yawns, jumps in and out of the pond – and stinks to high 
heaven.

Julian knows that the affable creature has something to tell him but he finds himself dis-
tracted by Aiko, Beham’s twenty-seven year old daughter, who he falls head over heels in 
love with despite the advice of his friend Tibor to play it cool. Julian is perplexed by Tibor’s 
nonchalance and alarmed that the world seems to be on the point of coming apart. What if 
the professor finds the hippo a winter shelter? What if Aiko goes back to Paris? 

In his intense, intimate and inimitable style, Arno Geiger describes what it’s like to be 
young and searching for the things that really matter, on a quest to find your place in the 
world.
 

ARNO GEIGER

»A rich and detailed tableau – Arno Geiger has an infallible eye for the comical.« Sandra Leis, NZZ am Sonntag

  
»An anarchic hotchpotch of love, sex, anxiety for the future that makes  

for a bewitching and intriguing novel.«  Wolfgang Höbel, Spiegel

»Arno Geiger’s novel describes that all-too familiar waiting-room atmosphere, perfectly capturing  
the spirit of our times. Twenty-two year old Julian’s mindset, his hazy future, the restless lethargy  

that leaves him feeling suspended in mid-air—Geiger’s painful truths are bound  
to strike a resonant chord in the reader.«  Ursula März, Zeit

         »A beautiful, compelling coming-of-age novel encapsulating the turmoil, agony  

and thrill of growing up.«  Julia Kospach, Format 
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Arno Geiger
Selbstporträt mit Flusspferd
Self-Portrait with  
Pygmy Hippo 

288 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2015

Arno Geiger
was born in 1968 in 
Bregenz and divides his 
time between Wolfurt and 
Vienna. His books have all 
been published by Hanser, 
most recently Alles über 
Sally (2009) and Der alte 
König in seinem Exil (2011). 
His work won him the Ger-
man Book Prize in 2005, 
the Johann Peter Hebel 
Prize in 2008, the Friedrich 
Hölderlin Award in 2011 and 
the Adenauer Foundation’s 
Literary Award in 2011. 

Sales to Foreign Countries
Netherlands (Bezige Bij)
Es geht uns gut: Bulgaria (Panorama), Denmark (Lindhardt og Ringhof), France  
(Gallimard), Macedonia (Ars Lamina), Netherlands (Bezige Bij), Norway (Aschehoug)
Alles über Sally: France (Gallimard), Italy (RCS Libri), Japan (Sakuhinsha), Nether-
lands (Bezige Bij), Poland (Swiat Ksiazki)
Der alte König in seinem Exil: Sold to 26 territories



Of course love is all you need. But while Ada 
loses herself in her own universe she is over-

taken by a world divided into East and  
West, war and peace, order and chaos.

Watching couples walking through the courtyard of her apartment building on their way 
to therapy sessions, Ada wonders what it is that binds them together. Her ex-husband 
Farid embarked on a new life long ago and now she takes home random men, worries 
about her career as a camera operator and secretly blames her overly pragmatic daughter 
for everything. But then Ada’s sister-in-law Sira decides to visit her family in Cairo before 
starting university and inadvertently gets caught up in the Arab uprising. She returns to 
Berlin a different woman; her former life has become alien to her, and Ada is left to pick 
up the pieces. 

Annika Reich’s protagonists are two headstrong women determined to live life to the full 
until they find themselves coerced into taking part in world history.  

 

»Despite the weightiness of the questions this book poses, Annika Reich has a feather-
light touch; her language is supple and her stylistic transitions are put through their paces 
with formidable aplomb. The breaks in the story don’t leave the reader confused, making 
instead for an agreeable narrative rhythm that carries us through the book in a lively and 
entertaining manner.«  Claus-Ulrich Bielefeld, rbb Kulturradio 

»A delightfully intelligent and insightful seismographer of our times, Reich drives straight 
to the heart of our contemporary world, capturing it in a perfectly nuanced nutshell.«  
Denis Scheck 
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Annika Reich  
Die Nächte auf ihrer Seite
Nights by her Side 

208 pages. Hardcover  
Publication date:  
February 2015

Annika Reich
was born in 1973 in Munich 
and now lives in Berlin. As 
well as being a full-time 
author, she works as an 
assistant lecturer at the 
Dusseldorf Academy of Art 
and as an aide to the painter 
Katharina Grosse. In col-
laboration with other women 
authors she writes the FAZ 
blog Ich. Heute. 10 vor 8. 
She has published several 
essays on culture and is a 
regular contributor to the  
radio programme Zündfunk 
on Bayern 2. Her novella 
Teflon appeared in 2003,  
followed by the novels Durch 
den Wind in 2010 and  
34 Meter über dem Meer  
in 2012. 
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We’re all involved in relationships of one kind or another, whether 

we like it or not … 

The relationship between Ines and Paul is more than a little strained. They really never 
intended to meet again … but now they find themselves standing at Benny’s bedside, 
looking down at their son who has been raised by his grandparents Ferdinand and Else. 
Old wounds are reopened and conflicts that everyone thought long forgotten flare up 
anew.

Bernd Schroeder has written a novel that concerns us all. Laced with wit and irony, his 
poignant narrative describes all the people reunited by the accident: relatives and friends, 
their memories and disagreements, new jealousies and old conflicts. And we find our- 
selves wondering who will be waiting for Benny when he finally emerges from his 
coma …
 

Sixteen-year-old Benny is lying unconscious 
in hospital after an accident. Gathered 

around his bed is a group of people who 
don’t normally have a lot to do with each 

other: his family. A novel about the people 
we can’t choose but who nevertheless play  

a major role in determining our lives.

Bernd Schroeder   
Wir sind doch alle da
So here we all are

176 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
March 2015

Bernd Schroeder
was born in Aussig (now 
Czech Republic), in 1944, 
and lives in Berlin. His 
most recent publications 
with Hanser are Alte Liebe 
(novel, 2009, in collabora-
tion with Elke Heidenreich) 
and Auf Amerika (novel, 
2012).  
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Can you live without sex? Or is love all that 
matters? Chloe and Rasmus have been  
married for almost twenty years but they  
still don’t know the answer – until Benny  

lends them a helping hand.  

Life is ticking along nicely; the person lying next to you night after night is familiar, it’s 
all very cosy. Then one day you wake up and the realisation that nothing is ever going 
to change fills you with an overwhelming sense of despair. Rasmus wants another shot 
at life. He wants to conquer other worlds far from home. He wants to show what he is 
capable of.

And Chloe is always at his side – until the day she meets Benny, and love – wild and 
passionate – rocks her world once again. To have sex all night long without a care for 
tomorrow; to feel young again, for God’s sake! But while Chloe is enjoying the best sex of 
her life, Rasmus is going through his biggest crisis. 

Sybille Berg unfolds the story in her own inimitable fashion, posing questions that all 
couples ask themselves. The result is an entertaining, intelligent and witty novel that 
really does finally tell you absolutely everything you ever wanted to know about sex.

»Laced with wickedly sarcastic witticisms and dynamic stylistic flourishes in true Sybille Berg tradition, 

her latest novel is a bleak deconstruction of modern culture and capitalism.«  Ursula März, Deutschlandradio Kultur

  
»No one captures the futility of our efforts as beautifully and concisely as Sybille Berg.«  Matthias Wulff, Die Welt  

   »Wicked, funny, too close for comfort – it is no exaggeration to compare Berg with Michel Houllebecq. 

Brimming with subversive humour, her new novel is nothing short of brilliant, and despite  

the tilted playing field that leads to some predictable plotting, the story offers a delectably surprising 

final twist handled with great virtuosity.«  Richard Kämmerlings, Literarische Welt 

»Sybille Berg, is grotesque, crass and stomach-churning; profoundly unsettling,  
macabre, funny and close to the bone – in a word: wonderful.«  Margarete Stokowski, taz

SYBILLE BERG
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Sibylle Berg
Der Tag, als meine  
Frau einen Mann fand 
The Day my Wife  
Took a Lover

256 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2015

Sibylle Berg 
is a playwright and author 
who divides her time be-
tween Zurich and Tel Aviv. 
So far she has published  
15 novels and 16 plays and 
her work has been trans-
lated into 26 languages. Her 
previous publications with 
Hanser include Der Mann 
schläft (novel, 2009), Vielen 
Dank für das Leben (novel, 
2012) and Wie halte ich das 
nur alles aus (2013). 

Sales to Foreign Countries
Der Mann schläft: Czech Republic (Vĕtrné mlýny), Macedonia (Goten), Poland 
(Arkadia), Turkey (Can), Vietnam (Giói)
Vielen Dank für das Leben: Denmark (Tiderne Skifter), France (Actes Sud), Nether-
lands (Signatuur), Turkey (Can)



When her marriage fails, Milena Moser thinks to 
herself: go for it! If you don’t do it now, you never 
will – and takes herself off to America to chill out 

on a road trip. It’ll be just like the carefree jour-
neys of her youth. She wants to finally learn to 

dance, find herself a new lover and discover true 
happiness. And it all works out for her – although 

not quite in the way she had intended. In this 
book she tells the story of her quest for fulfilment.  

Milena Moser takes the plunge. To mark her 50th birthday she embarks on an ambitious 
tour across the length and breadth of the USA, stopping off in New York, Maine and New 
Orleans before travelling further west to discover her true self, find new love and happi-
ness. She wants to observe happy couples and start her life from scratch every day. Surely 
that’s not too much to ask for the big five-oh! She’s half way through her dance lessons 
when her plans are derailed in Santa Fe, where she achieves a greater goal, losing her 
heart in more ways than one: to the incredibly beautiful landscape, to a romantic little 
house that’s up for sale, and to Dominic, the man who’s selling it. Buying the house puts 
her into debt – and neither the house nor Dominic reciprocate her affection. Disasters 
follow hot on each others’ heels …

Milena Moser navigates the stormy waters of midlife crisis with her distinctive charm and 
humour, showing us how happiness can really be found, even if it arrives from a totally 
unexpected quarter.

»A consistently irreverent and nimble narrative that unfolds with skilful confidence and 
manages to ignite a spark of humour even in the darkest of situations.«  
Deutschlandradio Kultur 

»A great title; a great book. Anything written by Milena Moser is bound to be wonderful 
– and this one doesn’t disappoint!«  MEINS Magazin

Milena Moser   
Das Glück sieht  
immer anders aus
The Many Faces 
of Happiness

224 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2015

Milena Moser
was born in Zurich in 1963. 
She trained as a bookseller 
and went on to work as a 
journalist. Today she is one 
of Switzerland’s most suc-
cessful authors. She wrote 
Die Putzfraueninsel (1991), 
Schlampenyoga (2005), and 
Stutenbiss (2007). Nagel & 
Kimche published Möchte-
gern (2010), High Noon im 
Mittelland (2011), Montags-
menschen (2012) und Das 
wahre Leben (2013). Moser 
will be moving to Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, in mid-2015. 
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Sales to Foreign Countries
Montagsmenschen: Spain (Siruela)



»We have so much to thank Alfred Polgar for: wisdom without weightiness, charm              
without coquetry, wit without vanity, irony without mockery, humour without flippancy,                         
love without sentimentality … He was a grand master of German prose.«  
Marcel Reich-Ranicki 

Alfred Polgar was an admirer of Marlene Dietrich from the mid-twenties onwards, long 
before the chorus girl and silent movie starlet became the Blue Angel and celebrated in-
ternational star. The two of them forged a friendship, and before they both fled the Nazi 
regime in the late 1930s he wrote a wonderfully tender book about the diva, detailing her 
qualities, quirks and idiosyncrasies. In his inimitable manner, Polgar delineates the face, 
the voice, the sex appeal from her legs all the way to the palms of her hands. We learn 
about her collaboration with Josef von Sternberg, her life in Hollywood and her vision 
of the future from that distant vantage point in 1937. Now, more than 75 years after its 
conception, this book is published for the first time. 
 

Originally written in 1937/38, this book was 
discovered by Ulrich Weinzierl decades later 

in New York. Now, for the first time, Alfred 
Polgar’s brief yet scintillating biography of 

Marlene Dietrich is available to all.

»An unsettling portrait of the much-loved mysterious diva, oscillating between unbridled admiration  
for her artistic magic and trenchant character analysis. It goes without saying that Polgar’s virtuoso  

command of language shines through on every page of this slim volume. His ability to see  
beneath the veneer of superstardom is unparalleled.«  Bernd Noack, BR-Diwan

»Inspired, ironic and characterised by Alfred Polgar’s habitual feather-light touch, his biographical 
homage to Marlene Dietrich is a fabulous literary discovery.«  Günter Kaindlstorfer, ORF (Ö1)  

»It’s rare that a work of great literature can stand as such a significant historic testament, or that  
an important historic document is penned with such literary panache.«  Gerhard Zeilinger, Die Presse

»This portrait of Marlene Dietrich Polgar further consolidates Polgar‘s reputation as an astute  
observer of the 1920s: he explores the phenomenon of her sex appeal evocatively, yet with a certain 

ironic detachment and more than a dash of frivolity«  Helmut Böttiger, Deutschlandradio

ALFRED POLGAR
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Alfred Polgar
Marlene
Bild einer berühmten 
Zeitgenossin
Marlene
Portrait of an All-time Diva

Zsolnay Verlag 
Edited and with an afterword 
by Ulrich Weinzierl
160 pages. Hardcover  
with pictures
Publication date:  
February 2015

Alfred Polgar 
born in 1873 in Vienna. 
From 1925 onwards he 
lived mainly in Berlin, from 
where he was forced to flee 
to Prague in 1933, then 
back to Vienna in 1938, 
before being exiled in Paris 
and Hollywood. He died 
in Zurich in 1955. Polgar’s 
Handbuch des Kritikers is 
also available from Zsolnay. 

Ulrich Weinzierl 
born in Vienna in 1954. 
From the mid-1980s until 
2013 he was features corre-
spondent for the Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung and 
later Die Welt. He has 
edited the complete works 
of Alfred Polgar in collabo-
ration with Marcel Reich-
Ranicki.
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»Stripped of all excess baggage, intelligent and at times controversial, expressed in the 
sort of language that is the essence of all great literature.«  Thomas Rothschild, Die Presse 

»A first class picaresque novel of an unusual friendship redolent of the entertaining Heist 
movie genre, but also interweaving philosophical and feminist issues in an intelligent and 
convincing manner.«  Claudia Gschweitl, ORF.at

»Could you put me up for a few weeks?« Seventeen-year-old Biggy is standing at seventy-
year-old academic Ernst Katz’s door. They’ve met only once before – on a train journey to 
Vienna, and the girl happened to catch eccentric Katz’s attention because of her sharp-
tongued impudence.

Katz, the last surviving dinosaur of critical theory certainly hadn’t reckoned on meeting 
her again quite so soon. He takes her in, does his best to curb her rebellious nature and 
confides his plan to thwart a successful young author’s holocaust novel – a book about an 
exceptional woman with whom Katz shares a secret. But their audacious scheme looks set 
to fail … 

Richard Schuberth’s novel is a modern picaresque tale starring a pair of disparate mav-
ericks.

The story of an unusual friendship and  
an unusual coup. A seventy-year-old  

philosopher and a seventeen-year-old girl 
join forces to prevent the publication of  

a best-selling author’s new novel. 

Richard Schuberth 
Chronik einer fröhlichen 
Verschwörung
The Happy  
Conspiracy Chronicles

Zsolnay Verlag  
478 pages. Hardcover
Publication:  
February 2015

Richard Schuberth
born in 1968, writes essays, 
satire, plays and screen-
plays. He is also an actor, 
DJ and guest curator of the 
Balkan Fever music festival. 
His previous publication 
is the aphoristic lexicon 
Das Neue Wörterbuch des 
Teufels (2014).Chronik einer 
fröhlichen Verschwörung is 
his debut novel.
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           »A refreshing breeze of humour blows through  

everything – however tragic – fanned by Vertlib’s caustic  

                      and satirical take on current phenomena.« 

                   Brigitte Schwens-Harrant, Die Presse

An old lady who refuses to surrender.  
A lovable character, bursting  

with energy – especially when she’s  
set her mind on something.

Lucia Binar is 83, and she is furious. Her street, Große Mohrengasse, is to be re-named 
»Große Möhrengasse« for reasons of political correctness. What a difference an umlaut 
makes – »Mohren«, an old term for black people which is now considered inappropriate, 
is to be replaced by »Möhren«, which is German for carrots. And what’s more the meals 
on wheels people aren’t doing their job right: they haven’t delivered her dinner and their 
telephone service has been outsourced to a call centre, where an overtaxed employee 
suggests she should get by on snack-bars until further notice.

Lucia is indignant at the company’s »let them eat cake« attitude. She wants to hunt down 
the woman at the call centre and give her a piece of her mind. But there’s nobody to help 
her except Moritz, of all people – a student who supports the »anti-racist Große Möhren-
gasse« initiative … 

Vladimir Vertlieb tells the moving and witty story of an old lady determined to retain her 
dignity. 

VLADIMIR VERTLIB
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Vladimir Vertlib
Lucia Binar und die  
russische Seele
Lucia Binar and  
the Russian Soul

Deuticke Verlag 
320 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2015

Vladimir Vertlib 
born in Leningrad in 1966. 
In 1971 he emigrated to 
Israel with his family, before 
relocating to Austria in 
1981. He studied political 
economics and is now a 
full-time writer living in Salz-
burg. Previous publications 
with Deuticke include the 
novels Zwischenstationen 
(1999), Das besondere 
Gedächtnis der Rosa Masur 
(2001), Letzter Wunsch 
(2003), Mein erster Mörder 
(2006), Am Morgen des 
zwölften Tages (2009) 
and Schimons Schweigen 
(2012). 
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Sales to Foreign Countries
Zwischenstationen: Italy (Giuntina), Russia (Symposium), Slovenia (Modrijan)
Das besondere Gedächtnis der Rosa Masur: France (Métailié), Slovenia (Zavod 
Litera)



A story about the kind of  
happiness that strikes like a lightning  

bolt and burns everything. 

Architect Thomas and his wife Christina, a fashion designer, are young and carefree. They 
have successful careers, and there’s absolutely nothing they need worry about.

Thomas’ world starts to crumble when his best friend Jo dies from a snake bite on a trip 
to Asia. Only a few short months later he falls in love completely out of the blue – with 
his friend Michael’s wife Helen. It is an unfeasible passion that tears his life apart like a 
stroke of lightning. 

Nothing is the way it was. Everything he has built up is in danger of collapsing around his 
ears. In a frantic attempt to suppress his wayward emotions he embarks on an affair with 
a colleague, desperately hoping to forget Helen and salvage his marriage. But it’s all to no 
avail; instead he becomes increasingly drawn into the vortex of this insane love – without 
even knowing whether it is reciprocated. He tries to talk to Helen, but the conversation 
leaves him none the wiser … When he can no longer contain his feelings, his hitherto 
well-ordered life collapses like a house of cards. Christina files for divorce, Michael ends 
the friendship and Helen continues to keep her own counsel.

Avoiding the pitfalls of sentimentality – and thereby increasing the book’s haunting inten-
sity – J.F. Dam’s characters’ lives are shaken to the core in an instant.

J. F. Dam  
Die Nacht der  
verschwundenen Dinge
The Night Things  
Disappeared

Deuticke Verlag  
208 pages. Hardcover
Publication:  
February 2015

J. F. Dam 
born in 1963. He stud-
ied Sanskrit and Indian 
philosophy in Vienna and 
has written several non-
fiction books on India and 
Hinduism. He has travelled 
extensively, mainly in South-
ern Asia, and now lives in 
Salzburg. In 2013 Deuticke 
published his debut novel 
Der dritte Berg.
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The Bride of the Sun: For Major Belonoz, the trail goes way back. In the wake of his 
bizarre involvement in the disastrous climax of a hostage standoff he is convinced that 
his investigations will bring him face to face with the past.  

The hostage stalemate took place in a psychiatrist’s office in one of Vienna’s classier 
neighbourhoods; now the psychiatrist is dead, the first in a series of male victims who are 
killed in line with what appears to be a particularly savage ritual. The victims have peculi-
ar symbols carved into their brows – and torture videos start turning up on the internet.

By analysing the finer details, the investigators discover that the series of puzzling 
crimes being committed over the course of a particularly cold Vienna winter are con-
nected. Illtempered Belonoz is forced once again to work cheek by jowl with the clever 
public prosecuting attorney Lily Horn. The two of them formed a reluctant partnership 
the previous summer to solve a series of murders, and now they have to uncover the 
identity of a killer who is running amok, fuelled by hatred and revenge – before another 
victim dies.  

The Maiden’s Eye: A Vienna-based crime thriller that really captures the unique flavour of the city, from the trendy 
bars on the banks of the Danube Canal to the cosy suburbs, featuring an unorthodox team of investigators that keeps 
the reader hooked from first page to last.  

A young woman is attacked and brutally murdered on her doorstep right in the heart of Vienna - and she’s not the first 
victim. The murderer strikes every fortnight – always on a Saturday – leaving no viable clues, and witnesses who are 
unreliable at best. The only common link is that all the victims are young women living alone. How can Major Belonoz- 
the hard-bitten chief of Vienna’s Murder Squad – and his team go about finding this vicious serial killer when there are 
no leads to go on? How can they win the race against time? 

To make matters worse, Belonoz is assigned the inexperienced prosecutor Lily Horn – but he seriously underestimates 
this feisty young woman’s tenacity, and he's not the only one. Lily – who has just returned from New York – throws 
herself into the case to take her mind off a failed love affair. She is determined to put an end to this terrible series of 
killings, and her ambition sets her on course to bypass the scheming politicians and fame-hungry freeloaders who try 
to get in her way.  

»A masterpiece from first page to last.«  Ingrid Müller-Münch, WDR5

»A wonderful narrator, David is an astute observer who thoroughly explores the varied psyches of his characters, brin-
ging them to life on the page. A contemporary Viennese crime thriller that’s far better written than the majority of this 
rather over-subscribed genre.«  Stefan Maelck, MDR-Figaro
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Christian David
Sonnenbraut
The Bride of the Sun

Deuticke Verlag 
478 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2015

Christian David 
born in Vienna and studied 
there and in Milan. His doc-
torate on Klaus Kinski –  
Kinski, Die Biographie – was 
published in 2006. He went 
on to work in film, theatre, 
television and journalism. 
Deuticke published his 
debut novel Mädchenauge 
in 2013. 
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Christian David
Mädchenauge 
The Maiden's Eye

Deuticke Verlag 
464 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
January 2013



Rabbi Klein, dubbed by Charles Lewinsky as the »orthodox investi-

gator with the unorthodox methods«, is on a fast track to attaining 

cult status. 

The End of the Song: A woman is run over by a train at Zurich-Enge railway station. 
Rabbi Klein knew her well and his instinct tells him it was neither accident nor suicide. 
A new case for the erudite, tenacious and compassionate rabbi (and husband) who just 
can’t seem to shrug off a second career in detection.  

Carmen Singer was an active member of the Jewish community, but she was a difficult wo-
man to get on with and she’d played havoc with Klein’s nerves a few years previously. In 
the wake of her violent death, investigating police commissioner Karin Bänziger targets 
Rabbi Klein’s close associates – but then Klein uncovers vital evidence that could help 
solve the crime. Could it be that the long-established president of the Jewish community—
Klein’s erstwhile mentor and benefactor – has something to hide? And how is the wealthy 
Julia Scheurer involved, whose father wrote moving love letters to the dead woman? The 
case becomes ever more complex as the investigation continues. In the end, a line from 
the Talmud that Klein quotes to his daughter proves apposite: while one good deed begets 
another, so a breach of law brings further transgressions.  

Cain’s Victim: Rabbi Klein is dismayed to discover that a member of his community has been murdered. When the 
police ask him to translate some of the dead man’s Hebrew emails, Klein embarks on clandestine investigations of 
his own. His search for the truth is unflinching, and his pluckiness and tenacity ensure that the reader is hooked from 
the start.  

»We’re very grateful for your help and support,« says Frau Bänziger, »but please don’t go opening up your own police 
station!« By now the police commissioner has realized that dealing with Rabbi Klein isn’t going to be easy. Only a few 
days ago Daniel Berger was sitting in the sukkah at the rabbi’s house, and now he’s stone cold dead. Berger was a 
popular teacher and his death is a source of great distress to Zurich’s assorted Jewish communities, so Klein feels duty-
bound to take action. While preparing the eulogy for the funeral service, pondering on Cain’s fratricide and the trials 
of Job, he begins to suspect he’s on the right track towards solving the murder. But in order to make sense of the clues, 
he needs to find out more about Berger’s past. 
The sceptical rabbi is a likeably flawed and very human detective – who in the final analysis is only saved by the wis-
dom and prudence of his wife. 

»Alfred Bodenheimer has written a gripping, profoundly philosophical debut crime thriller nevertheless rich in wit and 
anecdote; his innate love of language shines through on every page.«  Kathrin Fritz, Schweizer Familie

»Kains Opfer maintains the suspense right up to the moment this extraordinary case is resolved – and just as con-
vincing is the portrait of a man caught up in a moral dilemma who extricates himself from it with such intelligence. An 
excellent crime thriller – and much more!«  Focus online

»This novel achieves what every good crime thriller should – it gives us more than just a crime story.«  WDR
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Alfred Bodenheimer 
Das Ende vom Lied
The End of the Song 

208 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
March 2015
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Alfred Bodenheimer
Kains Opfer
Cain’s Victim

224 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
July 2014

Alfred Bodenheimer
was born in Basle in 1965. 
He read German and his-
tory, gaining his PhD with  
a thesis on Else Lasker-
Schüler, then went on to 
study the Talmud in Israel 
and America and was  
appointed Professor for 
Jewish Studies at Basle 
University in 2002. Nagel & 
Kimche published his debut 
novel Kains Opfer in 2014.
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»Not a history book, but a collection of entirely unique stories.«  
Tina Sprung, Passauer Neue Presse

The Bavarian provinces in the mid-thirties. 
People pray to the Holy Mary and venerate 

the Führer side by side – a combination that 
appeared perfectly normal to the narrator as 
a child. Like Josef Bierbichler’s Mittelreich or 

Peter Kurzeck’s Sommer, der bleibt, Viktor 
Niedermayer’s new novel succeeds brilliantly 

in putting a fresh spin on the theme of  
childhood in wartime Germany. 

When he sees Hitler’s portrait hanging opposite the image of the Madonna in his parents’ 
bedroom, the young protagonist realises that there are changes in the wind. But here in 
Finsterland, a rural backwater between Passau and Regensburg, the Fuehrer’s portrait 
seems like a natural addendum: in the world outside, the ecclesiastical processions march 
alongside the brownshirts. It is not until long after the outbreak of war that things actually 
start becoming uncomfortable for the boy: initially conscripted to serve in a military hos-
pital, he is then transferred to a remote Alpine outpost, standing guard against the parti-
sans until the Americans eventually occupy his hometown. Throughout, the boy remains 
strangely aloof – an onlooker and radically subjective chronicler in a time of upheaval, 
passive by nature, albeit coerced into action. In his perception, everything is at once com-
pletely comprehensible and extremely frightening. 

Viktor Niedermayer  
Finsterland
Finsterland

208 pages. Hardcover
Publication:  
February 2015

Viktor Niedermayer 
was born in 1926 in Lower 
Bavaria and lives in the 
Swiss Engadine. He worked 
as a sports coach in Johan-
nesburg and Vancouver, 
spent eight years as a trek-
king guide in the Himalayas 
and twenty years as a ski 
instructor in Sils Maria. He 
was also a sports reporter 
for Bavarian television and 
contributed articles to Welt-
woche, Rheinischer Merkur, 
du and NZZ.
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At the turn of the sixteenth century the 
battle for European supremacy raged in the 

Valaisian Alps. Against a backdrop of war, 
the Pestilence and witch-hunts, a plucky and 
resolute woman does her utmost to support 

her family through tumultuous times. Werner 
Ryser describes ordinary people and world 

politics in a spellbinding novel brimming with 
life and primeval energy.

Being a herbalist is a risky business: anyone versed in the powers of the natural world is 
bound to be in league with the devil. People might find Magdalena Capelani’s wisdom and 
lore indispensible, but they’ll never fully trust her. And Magdalena is indeed clairvoyant. 
She foresees the fate of her brother Franziskus who dies fighting the Milanese – slaugh-
tered by a neighbour from his own ranks in one of the many battles fought in the course 
of the ongoing feud between Cardinal Matthäus Schiner and the mighty people’s tribune 
George Supersax. While Schiner is in league with the Pope and the German Kaiser, Super-
sax throws in his lot with the French king. The Valaisians hold the balance of power with 
both armies banking on them in their battle for hegemony. But both sides employ equally 
brutal and merciless methods of persuasion, as Magdalena and her family experience at 
first hand.

A breathtaking drama about intrigue and power, an enlightening portrait of Renaissance 
morality and a stunning saga of love and survival.

»Despite all the violence and death, this is a story about life; a profoundly human tale 
of power and impotence, hope and disappointment, happiness and suffering … In my 
opinion this is Swiss literature at its absolute best.«  
Christian Schmid, DRS

Werner Ryser  
Walliser Totentanz
Valaisian Death Dance

592 pages. Hardcover
Publication:  
February 2015

Werner Ryser 
was born in 1947 and lives 
in Basle. He worked for vari-
ous non-profit organisations 
and is now editor-in-chief of 
Akzent Magazin. His previ-
ous publications include the 
novel Klosterzelg (2012), as 
well as two books on Basle.
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»She is an outstanding observer who remains true to her no-frills style – writing with 
great restraint and economy of language. Her latest book is not a chronological retro-
spective, but consists instead of a series of individual episodes which merge to form a 
kaleidoscopic panorama.«  Sandra Leis, NZZ am Sonntag

»A delightfully humane and philanthropic piece of writing.«  
Volker Breidecker, SüddeutscheZeitung

Barbara Honigmann lives in Strasbourg – far from the famous city centre with its parks, 
cathedral and the European Parliament. But who needs all that when there’s so much 
diversity right outside your window? Orthodox and less orthodox Jews, the oddly isolated 
»sons and daughters of the Caucasus«; a three-legged dog; an elderly lady who doesn’t 
shrink from planting flowers on strangers’ balconies; a black priest in a white robe and a 
stark-naked man tanning his backside in the sun. However disparate their origins, they 
all share a feeling of otherness, of »not being from here«. 

Honigmann encounters a microcosm of the whole world in her own street – the result is a 
book that only life itself could write. 

Barbara Honigmann specialises in writing 
about life’s great dramas and losses. Here 
she presents a memoir devoted to a single 

street – the inconspicuous French street 
where she has lived for over twenty years. 

Barbara Honigmann 
Chronik meiner Straße
My Street

160 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2015

Barbara Honigmann
was born in 1949 in 
East Berlin; in 1984 she 
emigrated with her family 
to Strasbourg, where she 
still lives. She worked as a 
dramatist and as a theatre 
and film director. Her writing 
has won numerous awards, 
including the prestigious 
Kleist Prize and the City of 
Zurich’s Max Frisch Award. 
Previous publications with 
Hanser include Ein Kapitel 
aus meinem Leben (2004), 
Das Gesicht wiederfinden 
(2007), Das überirdische 
Licht. Rückkehr nach New 
York (2008) and Bilder von A 
(2011).   
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»A single sentence from Herta Müller is as good as a whole novel.« Verena Auffermann’s 
words in the Süddeutsche Zeitung also hold true of the power and cogency of Müller’s 
essays. Heinrich von Kleist’s depiction of the inherent frailty of the world’s structures 
encapsulated the sense of fragility she experienced first-hand as a child in Rumania – a 
sense which remained with her long after her immigration to Berlin in 1987. 

Hunger und Seide spans the years from 1990 to 1995, years that marked the downfall 
of communism and the genesis of new, short-lived utopias: »if such utopias were given 
breath and made to walk in human shoes; to laugh and eat and sleep even for a milli- 
second, they would perish at their moment of conception.«

Power and resistance under dictatorship, 
truth and lies, sincerity and deception – these 

are the leitmotifs of Herta Müller’s writing. 

Herta Müller
Hunger und Seide  
Essays. Neuausgabe 
Silk and Starvation
Essays. Revised new edition  

192 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2015

Herta Müller
was born in Nitzkydorf, 
Romania in 1953, and has 
been living in Berlin since 
1987. Her entire oeuvre has 
been published by Hanser. 
The recipient of numerous 
awards, she won the Nobel 
Prize for Literature in 2009. 
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Christoph Meckel will be celebrating his 80th birthday  

on June 12th 2015

Christoph Meckel is beyond doubt one of the leading post-war poets, yet remains a literary 
maverick and outsider. »I know of no other contemporary German poet who has captured 
the lieder tradition so profoundly«, writes Lutz Seiler, winner of this year’s German Book 
Prize. On June 12th 2015 Meckel will be celebrating his eightieth birthday, and his collec-
ted poems are being published in a comprehensive volume to mark the occasion. One of 
Meckel’s idiosyncrasies is that he often chooses to publish his works in slim volumes, 
usually as bibliophile prints which are now much sought after as rarities. Gesammelte 
Gedichte encapsulates Meckel’s entire oeuvre in a comprehensive volume for the first 
time, showcasing poems virtually unknown even to connoisseurs and bringing them to a 
wider audience. 

Christoph Meckel 
Tarnkappe
Gesammelte Gedichte 
Tarnkappe (Magic Cloak)
Collected Poems 

1008 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
March 2015

Christoph Meckel 
was born in 1935 in Berlin, 
where he still lives. He has 
been awarded the Rainer 
Maria Rilke Prize and the 
Georg Trakl Prize, amongst 
others. His most recent 
publications with Hanser 
are the short-story collection 
Einer bleibt übrig, damit er 
berichte (2005), Seele des 
Messers (poems, 2006), 
Nachtsaison (short stories/
novellas, 2008), Gottgewim-
mer (poems, 2010) and Luis 
& Luis (short stories/novel-
las, 2012). 
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“Once I was a cuckoo fired from a clock/ 
and all the time in the world was mine”.  

Tom Schulz’s poems gate-crash the everyday 
world with overtures of self-possession that 

will change the reader’s world forever.  

Tom Schulz is the romantic visionary among Germany’s younger poets. He indulges in 
emphasis »bordering on linguistic rapture« and doesn’t shirk from extolling the moon 
or the creatures and birds of the forest. But then the woods abruptly fill with »tubes and 
bottles of blood« (from a tragedy or a television serial?) that lacerate the rural idyll, tearing 
it to shreds.

Whether writing lyrical travelogues, political verses or elegies of love and lament, it is al-
ways the transitions that interest Tom Schulz – the changes in light that mark the passage 
into uncertain territory where everything is radically transformed. Tom Schulz evokes 
these transformations of reality in language merging highbrow register with quotidian 
idiom: »never mind how you get here/ be it in the guise of a dog or a primrose/ just make 
sure you get here.« 

Tom Schulz 
Lichtveränderung
Gedichte 
A Change in the Light
Poems  

96 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2015

Tom Schulz 
was born 1970 in Ober-
lausitz and now lives in 
Berlin where he works as a 
freelance writer, editor and 
lecturer in creative writing. 
His poetry has won him nu-
merous awards and grants, 
including the Bavarian Arts 
Award for Literature In 2010, 
the Brandenburg Lotto 
Foundation Arts Prize in 
2013, and most recently the 
2014 Alfred Gruber Prize.
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Robert Seethaler tells the story of cable car worker Andreas Egger – a man out of time who enjoys happiness, 

suffers sorrow, and in the end comes to look back with amazement on the years that have made up his life. 

It’s a simple and deeply moving story – the story of a lifetime.

Sales to Foreign Countries

Denmark (Kristeligt Dagblads Forlag), France (Wespieser Editeur), Italy (Neri Pozza), Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), 

Norway (Forlaget Press), Slovenia (Cankarjeva), Spain (Salamandra), Sweden (Thorén och Lindskog), UK/USA 

(Picador)

Robert Seethaler 

Ein ganzes Leben

A Lifetime

Hanser Verlag. Novel. 160 pages

We’ve all experienced moments when it feels like our whole world is falling apart and there’s no safe haven in sight. 

It’s those moments – and their repercussions – that Karen Köhler sets out to capture in her vibrant short stories. 

Ecstatic, rich in imagery, laconic and close to the bone.

»Looking for stories that’ll keep you warm on the coldest night? Want to play cowboys and Indians again? How about 

rockets? It’s all here – and more!«  Saša Stanišič

Karen Köhler

Wir haben Raketen geangelt

Fishing for Rockets 

Hanser Verlag. Novel. 240 pages

Arthur Schnitzler’s portrait of Viennese bohemia, a heady mix of comedy and tragedy, gravitas and playfulness, lies 

and truth, was conceived in the spring of 1894 and has been published for the first time in May 2014.

»A real treat for anyone with an interest in literature.«  Spiegel Online

Arthur Schnitzler 

Später Ruhm 

Late Fame

Zsolnay Verlag. Novella. 160 pages 

Edited and with a postscript by Wilhelm Hemecker and David Österle

A novel in which a benefactor plays the role usually reserved for a perpetrator: Who is behind the mysterious series 

of donations and what does it have to do with worldweary, seasoned loser Gerold Plassek?

»Daniel Glattauer has an unparalleled talent for describing lives apparently devoid of highlights with a knock-on effect.« 

Format

Daniel Glattauer

Geschenkt 

Gifted 

Deuticke Verlag. Novel. 336 pages

N O N - F I CT I O N
MEMOIR 
 Xifan Yang, Als die Karpfen fliegen lernten      1

 

CULTURE AND HISTORY
 Gunnar Decker, 1965 – Der kurze Sommer der DDR      3

 Karl Heinz Bohrer, Ist Kunst Illusion?         4

 Wolfgang Schivelbusch, Das verzehrende Leben der Dinge 5

POLITICS AND SOCIETY
 Oliver Rathkolb, Die paradoxe Republik – Österreich 1945-2015    6

POPULAR SCIENCE
 Florian Freistetter, Asteroid Now         7

 Richard Friebe, Hormesis         9

ECONOMY
 Lisa Nienhaus, Die Weltverbesserer      10

 Thomas Seifert, Die pazifische Epoche     12

BACKLIST HIGHLIGHTS NON-FICTION    13

Sales to Foreign Countries

Finland (Faro), France (Albin Michel), Iran (Cheshmeh Publishing House), Italy (Guanda), Netherlands (Querido), 

Romania (Humanitas), Spain (Quaderns Crema), Turkey (Aylak Adam), UK (Pushkin Press), USA (NYRB)

Sales to Foreign Countries

Czech Republic (Host), Italy (Feltrinelli), Poland (Sonia Draga), Russia (Eksmo), Spain (Alfaguara)



Journalist Xifan Yang came to Germany at  
the age of five but has since returned to live in 
Shanghai. Her dual perspective puts her in an 

ideal position to introduce us to China from  
both sides of the fence. Telling us the story of  

her family, she brings alive China’s present  
and its recent past. 

Mr Peng has always had a mind of his own; his favourite pastime is singing self-penned 
songs. As a young man he was banished to a regime of forced labour in the mountains be-
cause of a rash diary entry. His music helped him to survive. Many decades later he came 
within a whisker of joining China’s biggest talent show – at the ripe old age of 80! 

For Xifan Yang, who grew up in Germany, her grandfather’s story is not merely a matter 
of personal interest but also represents a journey through time into China’s tumultuous 
past … and the same goes for the stories of her parents, uncles and aunts. In this vivid 
account she describes how three generations of an ordinary Chinese family experienced 
the transition from the Mao regime via the reform movement under Deng Xiaoping all the 
way to the turbulent present.

XIFAN YANG

Shanghai is a really happening place; it’s China’s industrial capital and one of the biggest 

cities in the world. The Spanish come to escape the crisis at home; overnight, a Russian 

girl becomes a model and a German a famous DJ.  Young people flock here from all over 

the globe searching for happiness, fame and fortune in China’s most dynamic metropolis. 

       Xifan Yang describes her home – the old and the new – and her  

family history in this fascinating and vibrant country.
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Xifan Yang  
Als die Karpfen  
fliegen lernten
China am Beispiel  
meiner Familie
The Day the Carp  
Learnt to Fly 
China through  
my family’s eyes  

288 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2015

Xifan Yang 
was born in 1988 in China 
and came to Germany at the 
age of five. After graduating 
from Munich’s Deutsche 
Journalistenschule (acad-
emy of journalism) she went 
on to work as a freelance 
journalist for Stern, SZ 
Magazin, NZZ am Sonntag, 
Neon, Nido, Wired and 
Dummy in Shanghai since 
2011. Als die Karpfen fliegen 
lernten is her first book. For 
more information go  
www.xifanyang.com



In Gunnar Decker’s view this marked the onset of the gradual process of erosion that 
ultimately led to the collapse of the GDR in 1989. In this book he reassesses that under-
estimated landmark summer of 1965 in the context of earlier post-war idealism and the 
ultimate failure of the socialist experiment. Decker’s documentation of East Germany’s 
rise and fall is reflected in the biographies of authors, theatrical artists and filmmakers 
including Christa Wolf, Heiner Müller and Frank Beyer, as well as lesser known artists 
who never found a wider audience. He describes the struggles, hopes, dreams and defeats 
that circumscribe a chapter of German cultural history which was by no means brought 
to a close by the collapse of the Berlin Wall. 

It was a brief summer. In mid-1965 the East German 
Republic attempted to extract itself from the strangle-

hold of the Soviet Union and grant its artists and intel-
lectuals greater freedom of expression. But a scant 

two years later the hardliners reasserted themselves. 
Whoever deviated from the party line soon learned to 

expect persecution as the last of the independent SED 
(Social Unity Party) masterminds took their hats. 

Gunnar Decker 
1965
Der kurze Sommer der DDR
1965
East Germany’s  
Short-Lived Summer 

448 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
March 2015

Gunnar Decker
was born in 1965. A doctor 
of philosophy, he lives in 
Berlin, working as a full-time 
writer and editor of the 
journal Theater der Zeit. His 
publications include Gott-
fried Benn. Genie und Bar-
bar (2006), Franz Fühmann. 
Die Kunst des Scheiterns 
(2009) and Georg Heym. 
‘Ich, ein zerrissenes Meer.’ 
(2011). Carl Hanser Verlag 
most recently published 
Hesse. Der Wanderer und 
seine Schatten. Biografie 
(2012). 
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Sales to Foreign Countries
Hesse. Der Wanderer und sein Schatten: China (ZheJiang UP), Poland (Swiat 
Ksiazki), UK/USA (Harvard UP)

»Decker’s powerful language transports the reader back to the 1960s. Comparing a rich 
array of source material with expertise and striking intellectual acuity, he shines a mer-
ciless light on the insuperable gulf between power and art.«  
Regina Mönch, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung



»He is the most daring intellectual swashbuckler of them all.«  Ijoma Mangold, Die Zeit

Art has been watered down, relegated in many cases to just another consumer product. 
Yet the very essence of the aesthetic experience is to counteract our mundane percep-
tions of the world and the beauty of an artwork lies in its mystery being beyond expla-
nation. All this has become irrelevant, lost in the pretentious clamour of the so-called 
cultural scene. 

Confrontational and erudite in equal measure, Karl Heinz Bohrer defends art against its 
well-intentioned agents. His criticism is levelled at cultural studies that reduce a work 
of art to a cheap simulacrum of social conditions or director’s theatre that demotes the 
power of drama to the lowest common denominator of declamatory invective. For Bohrer 
the essence of all art is illusion, as exemplified by the texts of Ovid, Hölderlin, Kleist and 
Baudelaire.

Karl Heinz Bohrer 
Ist Kunst Illusion?
The Art Delusion 

232 pages. Softcover
Publication date:  
March 2015

Karl Heinz Bohrer
was born in Cologne in 1932 
and lives in London. Profes-
sor Emeritus of Modern Ger-
man Literature at Bielefeld 
University, he edited the 
German cultural magazine 
Merkur from 1984 to 2011, 
and has been visiting pro-
fessor at California’s Stan-
ford University since 2003. 
His most recent publications 
at Hanser are Selbstdenker 
und Systemdenker. Über 
agonales Denken (EA, 
2011) and Granatsplitter. 
Erzählungen einer Jugend 
(memoir, 2012).
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»In what he cautiously defines as ›an attempt‹, Schivelbusch presents an obstacle 
course that reflects our wild and all-consuming ›consumption‹ by cherry-picking from an 
eclectic range of disciplines, including philosophy, mythology, alchemy, economics and 
psychoanalysis. He appropriates their terms and concepts with great relish, turning them 
into a fertile framework for his thesis. It’s his unusual takes on our relationship with the 
material world that make this book so exciting.«  Anja Hirsch, NZZ am Sonntag

»Schivelbusch pursues lines of thought that are often surprising and invariably revea-
ling.« Florian Welle, Literaturen 

»Schivelbusch’s prose is erudite yet beautifully written. The perfect manual for anyone 
seeking an in-depth analysis of contemporary society.« 
Hannes Hintermeier, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

Mankind’s earliest stories centre on such transformations as elemental principles of 
nature. In more recent times they formed the basis of essential theories in the field 
of political economics. Wolfgang Schivelbusch traces the symbiosis between man and 
object throughout the history of philosophy and science. He collates insights that are as 
surprising as they are crucial about the fundamentals of society as we know it, affirming 
his position as one of the most original historians of our time – inventive, inspired and 
unique. 

The shoe has been round the block a few times – as has 
the foot that’s wearing it. The shoe is scuffed and the 

sole has worn thin. But in return, the shoe has damaged 
the foot with blisters and corns. Wolfgang Schivelbusch’s 

new book is about the reciprocal interaction between 
people and things, which can be seen as a continuum; 

an endless cycle of conception, consumption, wear and 
tear, damage and ultimately destruction.

Wolfgang Schivelbusch 
Das verzehrende  
Leben der Dinge
Versuch über die  
Konsumtion
The Devouring World
An Essay on Consumption 

192 pages. Hardcover
Publication date: 
February 2015

Wolfgang Schivelbusch
was born in Berlin in 1941. 
A cultural historian, he 
lived in New York for nearly 
forty years before moving 
back to Berlin. Hanser has 
previously published Die 
Eisenbahnreise (1977), Das 
Paradies, der Geschmack 
und die Vernunft (1980),  
Lichtblicke (1983), Die 
Bibliothek von Löwen 
(1988), Vor dem Vorhang 
(1995) and Entfernte Ver-
wandtschaft. Faschismus, 
Nationalismus, New Deal. 
1933– 1939 (2005). 
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»The definitive biography of the Republic.«  Die Zeit 

»Die paradoxe Republik is a book well worth reading. Casting off the confines of insular 
nationalism, it puts Austria into a fresh, broader and sharper perspective.«  Die Furche

»A must-read for anyone interested in discovering more about the real Austria and its 
sensibilities.«  Das Parlament

From »Germany’s Eastern Bulwark« via the »Bridge between the Blocs« to the »Island 
of the Blessed« and a member of the EU—Austria’s image may have undergone substan-
tial changes over the past hundred years, yet the country remains rife with paradoxes: 
megalomania goes hand in hand with an acute inferiority complex; commitment and 
success are offset by a peculiar isolation and insularity. And the paradoxes don’t end 
there: it is a neutral country whose western orientation is beyond question; a country 
that considers itself a cultural heavyweight but gives its contemporary artists little scope 
for development; a purportedly democratic state where crucial decisions are still made 
outside parliament.

Renowned contemporary historian Oliver Rathkolb analyzes the core themes of Austri-
an history and politics over the last seventy years and takes a critical glimpse at what 
the Republic’s future might hold. 

Seventy years since the end of World War II,  
a sixty-year treaty and twenty years of EU member-

ship: an updated version of Oliver Rathkolb's  
Die paradoxe Republik: “the landmark work  

on the history of Austria”. Die Zeit 

Oliver Rathkolb 
Die paradoxe Republik
Österreich 1945 - 2015
The Paradoxical Republic 
– Austria 1945 - 2015 
(revised and updated 
new edition)  

Zsolnay Verlag 
494 pages. Hardcover
Publication date: 
February 2015

Oliver Rathkolb
born in 1955. He is a found-
ing director of the Ludwig 
Boltzmann Institute for Euro-
pean History. Since 2008 he 
has also been Professor of 
Contemporary History at the 
University of Vienna. The 
author of numerous publica-
tions, he was awarded 
several prizes among them  
the Bruno Kreisky Prize for 
Political Books for Die para-
doxe Republik in 2005. 
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It is a fascinating mission of space exploration: Florian Freistetter was present in the 
satellite control center of ESA when Rosetta homed in on the orbit around the comet 67P/
Churyumov-Gerasimenko. It was an encounter after a 10-year long odyssey. Freistetter 
tells Rosetta‘s gripping tale: the passing of the huge asteroid Lutetia, leaks in the fuel 
tank, and her 18-month long hibernation. He also elaborates on how this very mission 
could possibly reveal nothing less than the origin of life on earth.

Picture this scary scenario: asteroid 2016-GQ is racing toward the earth and threatens to 
wipe out all life.  Only a few short weeks remain to divert disaster. At the last possible mo-
ment a team of astronomers manages to manipulate the course of the heavenly body with 
high-tech lasers and guide it past the earth. This might sound like the plot of a Hollywood 
movie but it is the subject of present-day studies. Astronomers are tirelessly working on 
new systems to protect the earth from asteroids and on such concepts like space vehicles 
that are powered with ion engines that will shuttle people to the moon and back. 
This book is a fascinating overview of the potential of technology and the state of know-
ledge of astronomy. Most of all, the book sheds light on the future of man.

An Ode to Space Travel – The fear that the 
heavens will fall on our heads is real, not simply 

a folly of the ignorant in a well-known comic 
strip. Asteroids are an actual danger to our 

planet. Florian Freistetter is drawing a color-
ful picture of space elevators, solar sails, ion 

propulsion, and generation ships that will soon 
make space travel a reality. After reading this 
book you will feel compelled to be part of that 
future. The author was awarded the Science 

Book Prize of the year 2014.

FLORIAN FREISTETTER

P O P U L A R  S C I E N C E
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Florian Freistetter
Asteroid Now
Why Man's Future Lies  
in the Stars

232 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2015

»To sum it up, Asteroid Now  
    is a plea for us to return  
to manned space flights.«

Elisabeth Guggenberger, Der Standard, Februar 2015

Florian Freistetter
Rosetta – 
Rendezvous im All
Rendezvous in space

37 pages. E-book 
Publication date:  
November 2014
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Resilience is what makes us stronger when a crisis strikes. Hormesis shows the path to-
ward good health; it works through defined and measured stress on our bodies. We know 
this effect from professional sports. Microdamage of the muscles due to a hard training 
regimen makes for a stronger body. Additionally, controlled intake of plant-based toxins 
strengthens our immune system, a little alcohol is good for the heart, and playing in the 
dirt helps against allergies. 

Richard Friebe tells us the secret of the power of resistance. This book is nothing less than 
a key for a more healthy life. 

Stress is good for us – but it is a matter of 
dosage! The medieval medic Paracelsus 
already knew about hormesis, or the life- 
giving secret of the power of resistance.  

Modern science has finally caught up and 
realizes that stress in small dosage, whether 

at the workplace or in the form of exposure to 
pollutants, has great healing potential.   
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Richard Friebe
Hormesis – Das Prinzip  
der Widerstandskraft 
Wie Stress uns stärker 
macht
The Principle of Resistance. 
How Stress Can Make Us 
Stronger

250 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
March 2015

Richard Friebe  
was born in 1970 in Erfurt; 
he writes for the periodi-
cals FAZ, FAS, and SZ. 
He is also a book editor. 
Previously he was with the 
Süddeutsche Verlag as 
a leading editor. In 2010 
Friebe received the Georg-
von-Holtzbrinck-Price for 
scientific journalism. In 
2013 he was awarded the 
Peter-Hans-Hofschneider-
Investigative-Award for his 
article about biohacking. 
The author lives in Berlin 
and Itzehoe. 
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Wealth and ruin, success and failure, avarice and 
happiness: the big questions of life are ques-

tions of economy. This book offers explanations 
from the leading economic minds as to why there 

is money, credit, work, and taxes. These voices 
started revolutions, predicted disasters, and 

fought for women's rights. They alleviated crises 
and drove wedges between peoples. 

This book introduces us to 65 economic geniuses. Among them are the most innova-
tive economists of all time, but also writers, politicians, and philosophers. We learn how 
Amartya Sen became the advocate of the disadvantaged, why Charles Dickens regarded 
himself a radical liberal, how Nikolaj Kondratjew discovered the biorhythms of capita-
lism and why Ludwig Erhard would not have saved the banks. 

The work is based on the successful series »The Do-Gooders«, published in the Frankfur-
ter Allgemeinen Sonntagszeitung in 2014. 

It is a guide for a better understanding of the world

LISA NIENHAUS

E C O N O M Y
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Lisa Nienhaus
Die Weltverbesserer 
Große Denker der 
Wirtschaft, die unser  
Leben verändern
The Do-Gooders           
Important Economic Minds 
Who Changed Our Lives 

250 pages. Hardcover
Publication:  
March 2015

Lisa Nienhaus
was born in 1979 and studied 
economics and political 
science in Cologne and 
Stockholm. In her position 
as an economic editor at 
the Frankfurter Allgemei-
nen Sonntagszeitung she 
is fortunate enough to meet 
with great economists on a 
regular basis. Lisa received 
the Ludwig-Erhard-Scholar-
ship Award for economic 
journalism in 2005. 

Paul Krugman 
The pop star among the economists; he tells us why everyone profits from global trade

Rosa Luxemburg 
The icon of anti-capitalists; she predicted the demise of capitalism

Elinor Ostrom 
Winner of the Nobel Memorial Prize; she knows how to prevent overfishing the seas of the world

Ludwig Erhard 
The uncompromising; he would NOT have saved the banks
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Profit from 66 great thinkers and their ideas – a concise overview of the lives  

and thoughts of the most important economists



Europe and the United States are still the dominant global economic powers and close 
allies to date. But with the rapid expansion of Asian economies, a large middle class is 
emerging in the Far East with very different visions and far more opportunities than their 
forebears. Shanghai, Beijing, Jakarta, Seoul, Delhi and Mumbai are among the world’s 
largest urban centres and are continuing to grow inexorably. No longer content to ser-
ve as a contract industry for Western multinationals, Asia is rapidly cultivating its own 
ideas, specializing in biotech, design and software. 

Thomas Seifert describes the compelling social and economic developments in Asia and 
considers how Europe might stand up to Asia’s transformation and maintain its position 
as a global player. Europe’s only hope is to abandon nationalism, regionalism, dissent and 
resignation, returning instead to the core principles that play to its strengths: traditional 
civic values and a social market economy.  

There are more young people living in Asia 
than anywhere else in the world. The new 

generation of Beijing and Delhi is studious, 
assiduous and no longer willing to content 

itself with playing second fiddle to the West. 
The future will be staged in the Pacific region 

– but will Europe be able to hold its ground 
against the inexorable rise of Asia? 

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER LITERATURVERLAGE
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Thomas Seifert 
Die pazifische Epoche
Wie Europa gegen die  
neue Weltmacht Asien 
bestehen kann
The Pacific Era 
How can Europe stand  
up to the rise of Asia?  

Deuticke Verlag 
304 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
March 2015

Thomas Seifert 
born 1968 in Ried im 
Innkreis. He studied biology 
and is now deputy editor in 
chief and head of the foreign 
policy section of Wiener 
Zeitung. He has written for 
Stern, brand eins, Welt am 
Sonntag and Facts, among 
others, reporting from Af-
ghanistan, Iran, the United 
Arab Emirates, Ghana, 
Iraq, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 
India and China. Deuticke 
published Schwarzbuch 
Öl (in collaboration with 
Klaus Werner-Lobo) in 2005 
and Schwarzbuch Gold (in 
collaboration with Brigitte 
Reisenberger) in 2011. 
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Sales to Foreign Countries
Schwarzbuch Öl: Arab World (Librairie Orientale), Italy (Newton Compton), Nether-
lands (Elmar), Spain and Latin America (Capital Intelectual)
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To mention just a few facts that run counter to her economic success: since 2000, the German economy grew signi-

ficantly less than other European economies and two out of three German workers today are worse off than 15 years 

ago. Many experts believe that the economy and the state are living off their substance. Marcel Fratzscher puts his 

finger on the spot and identifies the main shortcomings that can be dangerous for our future, especially our notori-

ously weak investment. He also dispels the illusion that we would be better off without Europe.

Marcel Fratzscher

Die Deutschland-Illusion

Warum wir unsere Wirtschaft überschätzen und Europa brauchen

The Germany Illusion – Why we overrate our Economy and why we need Europe

Hanser Verlag. 250 pages. Hardcover

We should not only abolish DST, we also need more light at the workplace, and presentee-ism in the office must give 
way to a consideration of different chronotypes. »Wake up!« is an energetic plea for the common journey into a well-
rested society with less burnout and depression, less lack of sleep and irritability, and less obesity and diabetes.

Peter Spork

Wake up! Aufbruch in eine ausgeschlafene Gesellschaft

Wake up! Journey Into a New Society

Hanser Verlag. 250 pages with illustrations. Hardcover

Large corporations have one goal above all others: maximum profit. Decent working conditions, ethical principles 
and environmental protection are more often than not secondary concerns. Schwarzbuch Markenfirmen remains a 
milestone of criticism on modern globalization.

The machinations of corporations – and what we can do to curb them. A must-read for the socially engaged con-
sumer!

»This book will hardly fail to provoke a reaction. It attacks corporations at their most vulnerable point — their reputation.«  

Der Spiegel

Klaus Werner-Lobo / Hans Weiss 

Schwarzbuch Markenfirmen. Die Welt im Griff der Konzerne

Blackbook on Branded Companies. Our world in the grip of corporations

Deuticke Verlag. 336 pages. Softcover

Revised and updated edition of the international bestseller

Paris, August 1944 – the city is occupied by Hitler's Wehrmacht, but allied troops are advancing from the North and 

the Resistance is progressively gaining ground. Eighteen-year-old Gerhard Freund is drafted into the Wehrmacht 

– and in mid-August 1944 his unit is sent to take part in the Battle for Paris. The young soldier experiences the futile 

brutality of the war at first hand – and promptly deserts. He is arrested by the Resistance, but American soldiers save 

him from execution in a back alley. 

René Freund 

Mein Vater, der Deserteur  

My Father, the Deserter. A family history

Deuticke Verlag. 280 pages. Hardcover

CHILDREN’S BOOKS
PICTURE BOOKS
 Hanna Johansen / Rotraut Susanne Berner, Der Füsch      1

 Anu Stohner / Henrike Wilson, Das Schaf Charlotte und das Kätzchen   2

 Tanja Dückers / Katja Gehrmann,  

 Katzenaugen–grüne–Trauben–Blitzer–Glitzer–Geistergrün     4

 

CHILDREN‘S FICTION
 Annette Pehnt, Der Bärbeiß – Herrlich miese Tage     6

 Silke Schlichtmann, Pernilla oder  

 wie die Beatles meine viel zu große Familie retteten     8

 Finn-Ole Heinrich / Rán Flygenring, Frerk, du Zwerg    10

 

YOUNG ADULTS FICTION
 Dirk Pope, Idiotensicher       11

YOUNG ADULTS NON-FICTION
 Christine Traber / Ingo Schulze, »Wirklich, wir können nur unsere Bilder 

 sprechen lassen« – KunstGeschichten      13

 Thomas Sandkühler, Adolf H. – Lebensweg eines Diktators   15

Sales to Foreign Countries

Korea (Taurus)



Even the most unusual children’s wishes can be fulfilled – all it takes is a little imagina-
tion. 

For this year’s birthday Dodo doesn’t want »anything special« — just a Fusch. And to 
her delight her wish comes true, along with an aquarium and some beautiful water 
plants. But a Fusch is more than just a fish. A Fusch can speak, change colour, never 
gets tired and needs no sleep. Dodo’s parents can come in as often as they like and tell 
her to go to bed until they’re blue in the face, it won’t make a blind bit of difference; 
she insists on staying up and showing the Fusch her world and her toys — and in return 
the Fusch shows her how great underwater-life is. Anything the Fusch dares do, Dodo 
does too, even in the dark. The Fusch is full of wonderful ideas and has a solution for 
everything. 
 
 

     The Füsch is back!
         Available again  

          at long last
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Hanna Johansen/ 
Rotraut Susanne Berner
Der Füsch 
The Fusch

32 pages. Format:  
19 x 28 cm
From age 5 
Publication date:  
February 2015

Hanna Johansen
was born in 1939 in Bre-
men. She studied German, 
classics and education. She 
lives near Zurich, writing 
for adults and children. 
Her work has won numer-
ous awards in Germany, 
Switzerland and Austria, 
including the Solothurn 
Literature Prize. 

Rotraut Susanne Berner
was born in Stuttgart 
in 1948. She is a book 
designer, illustrator, author 
and gallery-owner living in 
Munich. Her many awards 
include the German Young 
Reader‘s Literature Prize 
special award for illustra-
tion. Read more on www.
rotraut-susanne-berner.
dersbuecher.blogspot.de

Sales to Foreign Countries
Spain (Lóguez), Korea (Hyeonamsa) 



Charlotte the brave sheep  

comes trotting back – but this 

time she’s not alone! 

All the older sheep think there’s no one quite a wild as their Charlotte – until one day 
a little cat shows up … 

In fact he’s a tomcat and his name is Michel. Michel is a brave little kitten, not afraid of 
anything or anyone. First he biffs Charly the sheepdog on the nose, then he chases the 
chickens onto the roof and next he rudely awakens Edward the pig from his afternoon 
nap. He doesn’t have the slightest bit of respect for Kunibert, the strong bull, either 
— in fact he blithely curls up for a ride on his back! The older sheep tut in disapproval 
– it’s about time someone came along and put the little rascal in his place! But when he 
sneaks up on them, all they do is take to their hooves and dodge behind the hedge by 
the apple tree. Only Charlotte stays to face him — sparking off a chase so wild that before 
long no one can remember who’s chasing who. But in the end it doesn’t matter, because 
the two become the firmest of friends! 

Over fifty thousand Charlotte the Brave Sheep books sold to date! 
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Anu Stohner/ 
Henrike Wilson
Das Schaf Charlotte  
und das Kätzchen
Charlotte the Sheep  
and the Kitten   

32 pages, Hardcover
Format: 26,2 x 37,2 cm
From age 4
Publication date:  
February 2015

Anu Stohner
was born in Helsinki in 1952. 
A writer and translator, she 
lives in Altlußheim on the 
Rhine. Hanser children’s 
books have previously pub-
lished three books from the 
Charlotte the Sheep series, 
as well as the Little Santa 
Claus series and the Scatter-
brained Little Witch books.  

Henrike Wilson
was born in Cologne in 1961. 
She studied graphic design 
and painting, and works as a 
freelance illustrator in Berlin. 
She has already collaborat-
ed with Anu Stohner on the 
Little Santa Claus and the 
Scatterbrained Little Witch.

ANU STOHNER • HENRIKE WILSON  
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For verbal acrobats and  
colouring artists of all ages

It’s always really exciting when Lara comes to visit. She tells Finja things that would 
never occur to anyone else. Every time she turns up she’s got a new idea – and her 
latest one is all about colour! 

Ever since Lara read that the Eskimos have 20 different words for snow, she’s seen the 
world through different eyes. Even looking round her room she notices that you hardly 
ever see the same colour twice. Her sweater is a deep shade of jelly-green—sprinkled 
with flecks of Smartie-green. And Finja’s T-Shirt? Iridescent mermaid green! 

–  Lara’s leggings: boiled spinach green! Yuck-yuck-yuck!
–  Mum’s blouse: Sherwood-Forest-Robin-Hood-hunting-crème-de-menthe-and-wall-
    paper-paste-green! 
–  lettuce-doing-handstands-in-a-drizzly-dreary-wet-field-green! 
–  slightly nauseous green-around-the-gills-green! 
–  mushy-peas-I-hate-stew-how-about-you-green! 

The two of them keep coming up with ever-crazier comparisons. It’s a really fun after-
noon — and Finja begins to see the world through different eyes too. 
 
 

A dazzling-sparkling-dizzying-

exciting-immerse-yourself- 

in-green-adventure! 

P I C T U R E  B O O K S

Tanja Dückers/ 
Katja Gehrmann
Katzenaugen-grüne-
Trauben-Blitzer-Glitzer-
Geistergrün 
Cat’s-Eye-Flash-Gun- 
Glittery-Ghost-Grape-Green 
Green

32 pages. Hardcover  
Format: 21 x 27,7cm
From age 3 
Publication date:  
February 2015

Tanja Dückers
was born in 1968. She lives 
in Berlin, working as a free-
lance author and journalist. 
Her work has won her nu-
merous awards, and in 2006 
she was selected by the 
German Historical Museum 
(DHM) in Berlin as one of 
the »100 most creative 
minds in Germany«.  
Read more on 
www.tanjadueckers.de 

Katja Gehrmann
born in 1968, works as a 
teacher in a children’s art 
school and as an illustrator 
for various magazines and 
publishers. Her illustra-
tions have won her many 
awards, and she is currently 
nominated for the German 
Prize for Young Readers’ 
Literature.  
www.katjagehrmann.de
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TANJA DÜCKERS • KATJA GEHRMANN  
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Will spring improve his mood? Will there be high spirits the summer? Will he manage 
to have some fun in the autumn? Will he go sledging in the winter? The Grumpy Bear 
prefers to spend his time grumbling and growling …  

»Seasons? PAH! Not again, I remember them from last year,« grunts the Grumpy Bear. 
»That doesn’t matter,« the Tingeli replies cheerfully, »I remember you from last year, 
too!« The Grumpy Bear can’t hold back the spring and he’ll even pick some of the first 
crocuses (carping away as he does so, of course). Meanwhile,  the Tingeli is busy ma-
king sure that the people of Timbuktu are always coming up with new activities for 
every season — summer camp or perhaps planning holidays at home (maybe making a 
palm tree!) in the long school break, kite-flying or going hang-gliding on the winds of 
autumn. »Stupid ideas,« grumbles the Grumpy Bear. But it’s the winter he finds worst 
of all; »How dare you just fall into my garden without so much as a by-your-leave!« he 
rants at the snow, crossly shovelling it out of his back yard. And what happens then? It 
turns into a lovely huge pile of snow – the perfect sledding hill!
 

This is what they call fun then…, is it? 
thinks the Grumpy Bear, as he cosily grumbles his way  

through the year how to deal with bad moods in a good way
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Annette Pehnt/Jutta Bauer 
Der Bärbeiß –  
Herrlich miese Tage
The Grumpy Bear –  
Happy Days of Misery!   

96 pages. Hardcover
Format: 17 x 24 cm
From age 6
Publication date:  
February 2015

Annette Pehnt 
was born in Cologne in 
1967. She studied and 
worked in Ireland, Scotland, 
Australia and the United 
States. A writer, critic and 
literary scholar, she lives 
with her family in Freiburg. 
Her many awards include 
the Italo Svevo Prize, the 
Solothurn Literature Prize 
and the Hermann Hesse 
Prize for Literature.  
www.annette-pehnt.de  
Renowned illustrator Jutta 
Bauer was born in Hamburg 
in 1955 and works there as 
an author, cartoonist and 
animator. She has won 
many awards, including the 
German Prize for Young 
Readers’ Literature and the 
Hans Christian Andersen 
Award. Jutta Bauer is on 
Facebook.  

ANNETTE PEHNT • JUTTA BAUER  
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A promising debut from an exciting  
new voice in German children’s literature

A witty plea for imagination,  
individuality and the power of family 

A bright and vivacious heroine  
full to the brim with ideas

Pernilla is the youngest of the Petersen family and the most imaginative of them all. 
Not only does she know how many snails will fit into a toilet paper roll, but she’s got a 
good inkling of why her family is in danger of becoming social outcasts. 

The news that Mum is pregnant – again! – is enough to bring Pernilla out in a cold 
sweat. She’s already got two brothers! It should be obvious that having a family of six 
isn’t going to do their social standing any good: their new neighbours leave them off 
the guest list for their barbecue — and to think that Pernilla gave them her gerbils as a 
welcome present! Clearly, the only solution is to throw a huge party herself — without 
bothering Mum and Dad, because the very idea of rustling up enough drinks, a huge 
buffet and a band would be sure to make their heads spin. And anyway, Pernilla has a 
great idea how she can make money by cashing in on Ole’s gift for language, the family 
piano and the kitchen cabinet … 

 

Not another baby?!
Will anyone still invite us?

Pernilla has a great idea ...
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Silke Schlichtmann
Pernilla
oder Wie die Beatles meine 
viel zu große Familie retteten
Pernilla – or How the Beatles 
Saved my Entire Extended 
Family  

With black & white illustra-
tions by Susanne Göhlich
240 pages. Hardcover
From age 9
Publication date:  
March 2015

Silke Schlichtmann  
was born in Stade in 1967. 
She has a PhD in literature 
and worked as an inde-
pendent scholar and editor 
before turning her hand to 
writing. Schlichtmann lives 
in Munich with her husband 
and four children. Pernilla is 
her first children’s novel.

Susanne Göhlich
was born 1972 in Jena 
and took to drawing as a 
sideline to studying art his-
tory. Today, she illustrates 
children’s books and maga-
zines, designs posters and 
conducts drawing classes. 
She lives with her family in 
Leipzig. Pernilla is her first 
book with Hanser.

SILKE SCHLICHTMANN
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“Casting serious themes in a cheerful light is a difficult task in the realm of children’s 
literature – but this book does a fantastic job! Unique, spectacular and altogether 
miraculous.”  Ina Netzer, Deutschlandfunk

“Bursting with imagination and beautifully illustrated, Frerk the Dwarf is a zany romp 
for children and young readers.”  Tagesspiegel

Frerk is small, not very strong, and dresses just like his father. But he’s got a head full 
of crazy ideas and colourful expressions. Frerk wants a dog, preferably a really, really 
big one—one you can ride on, with paws as big as a lion’s. But what does he find instead? 
An egg! An egg that makes funny noises and happens to be just the right size for Frerk 
to slip into his trouser pocket. But when he accidentally hatches the egg, things really 
start getting scrambled … 
 

 

Now available from Hanser: 

the winner of the 2012 German 

Prize for Young Readers’ Literature  

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER LITERATURVERLAGE

C H I L D R E N ’ S  B O O K S  10

Finn-Ole Heinrich/  
Rán Flygenring
Frerk, Du Zwerg 
Frerk the Dwarf  

96 pages. Hardcover
From age 10
Publication date: 
January 2015

Finn-Ole Heinrich  
was born near Hamburg in 
1982 and studied cinema-
tography and fine art in 
Hanover. He has been work-
ing as a freelance author in 
Hamburg (and frequently on 
trains) since 2009. Heinrich 
was awarded the Hamburg 
Lessing Prize Bursary. Han-
ser has recently published 
his trilogy The Amazing and 
Astonishing Adventures of 
Maulina Schmitt with illustra-
tions by Rán Flygenring.   
Rán Flygenring
was born in 1987 and 
spends most of her time 
in Iceland. She studied in 
Reykjavik, Basle and Berlin 
and graduated from the 
Iceland Academy of the Arts. 
She works as a graphic 
designer and illustrator in 
Reykjavik and worldwide.  
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Sales to Foreign Countries
China (Beijing Dipper Publishing Co.), Korea (Sigongsa), Taiwan (Global Kids)



An exciting new voice  

in German children’s literature  

Joss and Moki are friends – or at least they thought they were. But when Moki comes 
across a large cache of drugs, their friendship is put to the test. 

Moki is a bit of a freak; he stands apart from the others, aloof and full of crazy ideas. 
Being friends with him isn’t easy, it means sailing pretty close to the wind. Like the time 
when he climbed that incredibly high crane by the river — and then went and jumped off 
it, leaving Joss and his brother Basti with no choice but to follow suit. 

It’s always the same story. So when Moki finds a stash of dope, it goes without saying 
it’ll be his decision what’s to be done with it — and that’s a no-brainer; it’s got to be worth 
a fortune to the dealers. It should be a piece of cake flogging it to them, totally foolproof 
— and at last there’s something really exciting going on. But as soon as they contact the 
dealers, the whole thing spins out of control. It’s the beginning of a nerve-racking, life-
threatening nightmare  – and Joss finds himself wondering whether he ever really knew 
Moki at all …

 Moki’s always the  
one who says: »Jump!«

ONE FOR ALL AND ALL FOR ONE 

Dirk Pope 
was born in 1969. After 
training as a teacher, he 
was employed in creative 
advertising for more than ten 
years before taking up his 
chosen profession. He has 
been working as an English 
and physical education 
teacher since 2010. Pope 
lives with his family in Frank-
furt on the Main; Foolproof is 
his first book.  
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Dirk Pope  
Idiotensicher
Foolproof

192 pages. Softcover  
with flaps
From age 13
Publication date:  
February 2015

DIRK POPE
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The authors have already interpreted several paintings together for various art muse-
ums. This book is a stimulating invitation to see art from a completely new perspec-
tive.

When artists want to get a message across they use images rather than words. If pain-
tings could talk, they would tell stories. To tease out these tales we need to examine 
the pictures closely, immerse ourselves in them, really get a feel for them and let them 
speak to us in their own unique way. That's exactly what art historian Christine Traber 
and writer Ingo Schulze have done – putting their impressions of classical modernist 
paintings into words for us. They bring the stories in the paintings to life: an artist drafts 
a letter to his model, while a sitter writes to a painter; a couple is deep in conversation; 
a potential buyer contacts the artist … Coaxing stories, dialogues and inner monologues 
from the paintings, Traber and Schulze inspire readers to come up with ideas of their 
own. 

Awakens interest in art and artists

The fun approach  

to looking at paintings  

If pictures could talk:  
A museum tour with a difference  

Christine Traber 
was born in Stuttgart in 
1964. She read art history 
and drama, was chief editor 
of an art book publisher and 
now works as a freelance 
editor and writer based in 
her hometown Stuttgart.

Ingo Schulze 
was born in Dresden in 
1962 and has been living 
in Berlin since 1993. After 
studying classical philology, 
he worked as a dramatist 
and newspaper editor in 
Altenburg, Thuringia. His
books have won him  
numerous awards and been 
translated into more than 
30 languages.
www.ingoschulze.com 
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Christine Traber/ 
Ingo Schulze  
“Wirklich, wir können nur 
unsere Bilder sprechen  
lassen” – KunstGeschichten
“We Can Make a Picture 
Talk” – Art stories

Book design by Manja  
Hellpap with colour illustra-
tions. 160 pages. Hardcover
From age 12
Publication date:  
February 2015

CHRSTINE TRABER • INGO SCHULZE  
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A cutting-edge report based on the latest research – suitable for readers without his-
torical expertise.

He was an outsider as a child and teenager. A soldier in World War I like millions of 
others, he went on to be a failed art student — so how did he manage to rise to power as 
a politician, embodying the hopes and dreams of so many? He sniffed out an avenue of 
opportunity in the ranks of the anti-Weimar opposition, developed an unprecedented 
instinct for power, usurped the leadership of the Nazi Party by intrigue and violence 
— and soon stood at the helm of the whole country. But what was the everyday life of the 
Führer, the warlord, the mass murderer like? What about his private life — did he even 
have one? How did he rule? Who were the people he surrounded himself with, whom did 
he trust, who did he choose as allies and who did he drop like a hot brick? The portrait 
of a dictator who saw his very existence as a higher calling

 

 Hit ler–   
how he became 

     what he was

Prof. Dr. Thomas  
Sandkühler 
born 1962 in Münster, 
holds the chair of historical 
didactics at the Humboldt 
University in Berlin. He con-
ducts research, teaches and 
publishes on the subject of 
Nazism, specialising on the 
Holocaust. Prior to this  
appointment he taught 
German and history in 
secondary school and has 
extensive experience of 
communicating historical 
processes to young people.

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER LITERATURVERLAGE

YO U N G  A D U LT S  N O N - F I C T I O N

C H I L D R E N ’ S  B O O K S  16

Thomas Sandkühler  
Adolf H. – Lebensweg  
eines Diktators
Adolf – the Life and Times 
of a Dictator 

With black & white photos, 
book design by Manja 
Hellpap
with epilogue, index and  
references for further read-
ing. 384 pages. Hardcover
From age 14 years
Publication date:  
March 2015

THOMAS SANDKÜHLER
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