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MARTIN MOSEBACH

     »Mosebach perfectly balances tragedy and comedy, war and peace, deadly seriousness and  

vain frivolity. He portrays a brittle world set on feet of clay with the precision of a still-life artist 

applying his entire repertoire of skills to imbue the precious tokens whose evanescence represent 

his memento mori with the apposite sparkle. His new novel is a stroke of genius.«  Die Zeit  

  
»A virtuoso novel; arguably Mosebach’s greatest work to date.«  Frankfurter Rundschau  
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F I C T I O N

Ivana hails from Bosnia and works as a cleaner 
in Frankfurt. Her clientele is a mixed bunch of 
impostors, artists, bohemians, bankers, wives 

real and fake; the loved and the lonely alike.  
But when war breaks out in Ivana’s homeland, 

the skies darken over the grotesque antics.

Slap-bang in the middle of the city, in a garden under the spreading branches of a blood-
red copper beech, small-time businessman Rotzoff is organizing an elaborate party in 
order to pay off his debts by selling admission tickets. The evening marks the beginning 
of a danse macabre in which love, betrayal and jealousy are played out against a stea-
dily darkening backdrop. The book’s narrator, a dilettante art historian, falls in love with 
fragile Winnie in the subway; glamorous Marusha is mistress to several men, including 
Wereschnikow, the busy organizer of a congress on the disintegrating state of Yugoslavia, 
and real estate shark Breegen. What all these characters have in common is their cleaner, 
Ivana, who keeps a firm handle on her clientele and is also meant to be supervising the 
party. But while her employers celebrate, war breaks out in the Balkans.

Martin Mosebach takes us by surprise with a quite uncharacteristic, truly innovative tone 
that shifts effortlessly between comedy and harshness, sorrow and irony. Between Bosnia, 
where a big wedding with a disastrous ending is celebrated in an archaic rural environ-
ment, and the bustling German metropolis of Frankfurt, Mosebach invokes a realm of 
poetic realism in his own inimitable language. He lures the reader ever more deeply into 
the stream of events – until the curtain falls on Ivana sweeping up the rubble of the jam-
boree with her habitual resoluteness. 

Sales to Foreign Countries
Was davor geschah: China (Yilin Press), France (Grasset), Netherlands (Ailantus), UK (Seagull Books) 

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER

F I C T I O N  2

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER

1  F I C T I O N

Martin Mosebach
Das Blutbuchenfest
Dancing under the  
Copper Beech 

Novel. 448 pages.  
Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2014

Martin Mosebach
was born in 1951 and 
lives in his native Frank-
furt. His awards include 
the Kleist Prize, the Georg 
Büchner Prize and the 2012 
Literary Prize of the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation. His 
work is published by Han-
ser, most recently Als das 
Reisen noch geholfen hat, 
in 2012. 

Shortlisted for the Prize of the Leipzig Book Fair

Jumped on the Bestseller List instantly after publication!



Martin Kordic´ 
Wie ich mir das  
Glück vorstelle
My Idea of Happiness

Novel. 176 pages with  
illustrations. Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2014 

Martin Kordic´ 
was born in 1983 in Celle 
and works as an editor in 
Cologne. He studied at 
the Institute of Creative 
Writing at the University of 
Hildesheim and went on to 
Zagreb University. Wie ich 
mir das Glück vorstelle is his 
debut novel.  

Victor emerges into the world already broken. The best they can do for the stiff and croo-
ked baby is wrap him in swaddling. Later, he has to wear a brace and it swiftly becomes 
evident that he might not be quite right in the head either. Most people don’t take him 
seriously. »Cretin!« they say when they want him out of the way. Victor loses his family in 
the war and is raised in the Parish of the Holy Sons of Mary. When it looks like the fighting 
might be over, he returns to the city of bridges, joining forces with a dog, a one-legged man 
and a redhead. The peculiar little group makes its home among the ruins, struggling to 
survive. But one day Victor’s companions disappear. Left to his own devices, he sets out 
on his last great journey.

Victor is a one-off hero: a strange child whose soul-destroying loneliness, fragmented lan-
guage and idiosyncratic outlook is shot through with an overwhelming sense of yearning. 
My Idea of Happiness is a bleak and haunting tale about the power of poetry; an unforget-
table account from a world entirely unto itself. 

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER

F I C T I O N

Viktor has been different since birth. In an era 
when peace is just a distant memory, he has  
just one way of getting through life: he has to 

write it all down. A stunning debut on the  
timeless search for happiness.

F I C T I O N  3
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»Here it is at last: a slim volume that belies its weighty contents, a book that’s heartbreak- 
ingly sad yet so full of hope that it imbues the reader with a sense of fragile joy. When 
Viktor’s definition of happiness is finally divulged in the very last chapter, the revelation 
is so painful it will tear your heart apart.«  Die Welt



ANNA KATHARINA FRÖHLICH

         »Her new novel walks an artistic tightrope: exceptionally radical  
               in style, it revels in imagery and language, brimming with knowledge  
       and overflowing with literary allusions and quotations.«  Spiegel Online on Der schöne Gast

  
                 »A novel that will sweep you off your feet...a unique and  
                idiosyncratic literary tour-de-force.«    Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung on Kream Korner

»Anyone with a taste for the offbeat and eccentric would be well advised  
to read Katharina Fröhlich’s concise, sophisticated and highly  

unconventional novel Kream Korner.«  Die Zeit on Kream Korner  
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F I C T I O N

There’s no such thing as freedom when you’re 
in love. Anna Katharina Fröhlich tells of the  

passionate coming-together of two rebellious  
temperaments, an alliance rife with ardour  

and cruelty, yet worth the risk of perdition a 
thousand times over every step of the way.   

A garden on the slopes of a mountain, a botanist’s beautiful heiress, a down-at-heel snob, 
an Indian employee and a large library. One day a young Croatian, resplendent with quix-
otic Balkan elegance, intrudes on this idiosyncratic idyll, plunging the unsuspecting nar-
rator into a demonic amour fou.

In the end, the only thing that remains intact is nature; in its infinite abundance it is 
perhaps the main protagonist of this novel, a book that retains a sense of serenity despite 
all its attendant anguish.

We all revere the concept of perfection; »only the mediocre is unendurable« as Mark Twain 
said, and the heroine of this magnificently intelligent and spirited novel takes her cue 
from that dictum – perfectly aware of the tragi-comic consequences of attempting to live 
up to such exacting standards.

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER
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4  F I C T I O N

Anna Katharina Fröhlich 
Der schöne Gast
The Resplendent Guest 

Novel. 224 pages.  
Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2014

Anna Katharina Fröhlich
was born in 1971, grew up 
in Frankfurt and Munich, 
and now lives on Lake 
Garda. She made her debut 
in 2004 with the novel Wilde 
Orangen, followed in 2010 
by Kream Korner, which 
won her the Literature 
Award of the Cultural Com-
mittee of German Business 
in 2011.



Navid Kermani 
Große Liebe 
The First Cut 

Novel. 224 pages.  
Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2014

Navid Kermani 
was born in 1967 and lives 
in Cologne working as a  
full-time author. He holds  
a degree in Islamic Studies 
and is a member of the Ger-
man Academy for Language 
and Poetry. The author has 
won numerous awards for 
his academic and literary 
work, most recently the 
2012 Kleist Prize for his 
novel Dein Name. His 
Frankfurt Poetry Readings 
Über den Zufall. Jean Paul, 
Hölderlin und der Roman, 
den ich schreibe appeared 
in the same year.

When he first fell in love he was fifteen, and no other love ever reached such untold levels 
of intensity. Over the course of a few – far too few – days a young boy experiences all the 
extremes of being in love. He watches the playground belle from afar, hangs around smok-
ers’ corner every break just to catch another glimpse of that tantalizing gap between her 
front teeth. Their first kiss electrifies him like a stroke of lighting; a miracle, something 
holy that must remain forever inviolate. But hardly has he sipped from the spring of eter-
nal happiness when the queen of the schoolyard casts him from her court.

Set in the microcosm of a 1980s West German high school against a backdrop of peace 
marches and civil unrest, Navid Kermani presents a masterpiece of poetic concision, his 
own take on the timeless spectacle of love in all its majesty and absurdity. Interweaving 
descriptions of first glances, tentative caresses and Dear John letters with the poignancy 
of Oriental love poetry, he takes the reader on an epic journey through landscapes both 
mundane and ethereal, spanning centuries and cultures almost imperceptibly. One thing 
is for certain: German literature is now home to one of the world’s most beautiful love 
stories. 

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER

F I C T I O N

My first true love – blown out of all propor-
tion by hindsight – didn’t even last a week 

from first kiss to break-up; but the heartbreak 
lasted a lot longer, right up till today, really, 

otherwise I wouldn’t be telling our story.  

F I C T I O N  6
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»A delightfully moving and in parts very funny love story.«  Der Tagesspiegel

»Große Liebe is a stupendous novel, not least because of its philosophical curiosity.«  
Süddeutsche Zeitung



LUDWIG WINDER

»Today, more than ever, Der Thronfolger deserves pride of place  
                               in the pantheon of European literature, ranking alongside  

                      Joseph Roth’s Radetzkymarsch.«  Ulrich Weinzierl 
 

»Overlooked author Ludwig Winder has written one of the  
             greatest historical novels in German literature«.  Die Zeit 

»This great novel is one of the masterpieces of Prague literature.«  Paul Reimann 
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F I C T I O N

Archduke Franz Ferdinand was a doting husband  
and a loving father. He was, however, extremely 

unpopular, both at the Viennese court and with the 
public at large, and the mass slaughter of animals 
in pursuit of his passion for hunting didn’t help the 
would-be reformer’s reputation. Ludwig Winder‘s  

historical novel Der Thronfolger takes a fresh  
look at the emperor a hundred years after  

the infamous Sarajevo assassination.

Sarajevo; Sunday June 28th 1914. On the corner where Franz-Joseph-Straße meets Appel-
kai, two pistol shots rang out and changed the course of history. Nineteen year old student 
Gavrilo Princip shot dead the prospective successor to the Habsburg throne Franz Fer-
dinand and his wife Sophie, thereby triggering the First World War.

Franz Ferdinand d’Este, nephew of Emperor Franz Joseph, was as intelligent as he was 
overbearing and irascible. He was pathologically anti-social, a misanthropist who yearned 
in vain for the death of the seemingly immortal monarch while contriving contradictory 
plans for the reformation of the state. At the same time, he was a passionate hunter with 
an insatiable blood-lust that led him to kill around 300,000 animals.

In this superb novel — which was first published in 1937 and immediately banned — Lud-
wig Winder, a member of the »Prague Circle« around Franz Kafka, portrays his protago-
nist as a victim: of himself, his heritage and Austria’s ossified, reform-resistant society. 
Winder’s book is at once a fascinating psychological study and a vivid portrayal of the 
swansong of an era.
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Ludwig Winder
Der Thronfolger
The Heir to the Throne 

Zsolnay Verlag  
Novel. 576 pages.  
Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2014

Ludwig Winder 
was born in 1889, the son 
of a rabbi in the Southern 
Moravian village of Šafov. 
He worked as a features  
editor in Prague for Bohe-
mia amongst other publica-
tions, and is the author of 
several novels, including 
Die nachgeholten Freuden 
and Der Kammerdiener. 
He fled to Great Britain via 
Poland in 1939 and died in 
Baldock (Hertfordshire) in 
1946. Rediscovery of a great writer



DANIEL GLATTAUER
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F I C T I O N

Two clients, both in their forties, take their 
seats in a relationship counsellor’s office;  
the therapist sits facing them. The atmos-
phere is charged… let the comedy begin!  

Joana and Valentin’s relationship has hit rock bottom and the therapist’s feeble attempts 
to bring them under control are utterly fruitless. The result is a highly entertaining farce 
as the two brawlers slug it out under the supervision of the hapless counsellor.

Joana seems to know what her husband is going to say before he even gets a chance to 
open his mouth, and most of the time her torrent of words ensures he doesn’t get a word in 
edgewise anyway. In return, Valentin punishes his wife with cold and dispassionate igno-
rance. He takes their grievances as a fait accompli – which provokes Joana even further.
But Joana and Valentin aren’t the only ones with difficulties — it seems the therapist has 
some serious problems of his own. 

In Die Wunderübung, Daniel Glattauer proves once again that he is a master at encapsulat-
ing the subtle nuances simmering beneath our emotional entanglements.

Sales to Foreign Countries
Daniel Glattauer’s novels Gut gegen Nordwind und Alle sieben Wellen are sold all over the world. 
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9  F I C T I O N

Daniel Glattauer
Die Wunderübung
The Miracle Exercise

Deuticke Verlag
Comedy. 112 pages.  
Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2014

Daniel Glattauer 
was born in Vienna in 1960. 
His books include Darum 
(2003), Der Weihnachts-
hund (new edition 2004), 
Theo (new edition 2010) 
and Ewig Dein (2012). 
His novels Gut gegen 
Nordwind (2006) and Alle 
sieben Wellen (2009) were 
both bestsellers, published 
worldwide in almost 40 
languages; they have also 
been adapted for the stage 
with equal success.  

 »Daniel Glattauer has an incredible flair for situation comedy. His formidable gift  

           for wordplay unfolds in hilarious dialogues.«  MDR Figaro on Ewig Dein

»Viennese writer Daniel Glattauer has nonchalance down pat. This is probably one of the reasons 

why his romances sell so well, despite the fact that they describe dramatic situations, charged  

relationships, difficult circumstances and complex emotional entanglements which in reality we’d 

find rather tiresome – but Glattauer turns them into buoyant and uplifting stories.«  DIE ZEIT on Ewig Dein



Christian Mähr 
Tod auf der Tageskarte 
Today’s Special: Murder 

Deuticke Verlag
Novel. 384 pages.  
Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2014

Christian Mähr
was born in 1952 in the 
Vorarlberg region of Austria 
where he still lives. Mähr 
is a writer, beekeeper, 
doctor of chemistry, and 
long-standing freelance 
contributor to the science 
and environment depart-
ment of ORF (the Austrian 
state television station). His 
previous publications with 
Deuticke include: Semmlers 
Deal in 2008, followed in 
2010 by Alles Fleisch ist 
Gras and Das unsagbar 
Gute in 2011. Alles Fleisch 
ist Gras has just been made 
into a movie.  

Spielberger, landlord of the »Blaue Traube« in Dornbirn, has a strange dream in which two 
men throw a male corpse from the bridge over the Rappenloch Gorge. He tells his eccen-
tric group of regulars about the dream, and irascible woodcarver Lothar Moosman, retired 
chemistry professor Lukas Peratoner and frustrated baritone Franz-Josef Blum convince 
him they should all drive to the gorge together to investigate the matter. On the way there 
they come across someone Matthäus recognizes: it’s one of the two men from his dream. 
The cronies become more and more entangled in the case, which reaches its showdown in 
a remote valley on the Swiss border.

Riveting, malicious and shot through with delightfully subversive black comedy, this book 
is a treat for crime-thriller aficionados looking for something beyond the run-of-the-mill.

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER

C R I M E  F I C T I O N

Tavern owner Matthäus Spielberger has no 
ambition to assist police investigations, but 
he does have a real problem on his hands: 

Matthäus sees a murder before it takes 
place. Can he reach the scene in time to 

intervene? That’s the case Spielberger and 
his drinking cronies need to solve.

F I C T I O N  11
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»With cynical acuity, Mähr explores the inner life of his tainted heroes«  
Der Spiegel on Semmlers Deal



Najem Wali 
Bagdad-Marlboro
Ein Roman für  
Bradley Manning
Baghdad Marlboro
A novel for Bradley Manning

400 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
March 2014

Najem Wali 
was born in 1956 in Basra 
and studied German and 
Spanish literature. He writes 
novels and short stories as 
well as contributing articles 
to various newspapers. His 
previous books published by 
Hanser are Die Reise nach 
Tell al-Lahm (novel, 2004), 
Jussifs Gesichter (novel, 
2008), Reise in das Herz 
des Feindes. Ein Iraker in 
Israel (2009) and Engel des 
Südens (novel, 2011). 

Daniel Brooks, a former US army lieutenant who was involved in the killing of countless 
defenceless Iraqi soldiers during the first Gulf War, wants to give the narrator a notebook 
he’s found in the desert. It contains entries written by his poet friend Salman, featuring 
the hopes and dreams of soldiers from his unit. Twelve years later, the Iraqis are coerced 
to war again. Will Brooks be able to achieve redemption by saving the names of the vic-
tims from oblivion? His mission is a gamble, and when Brooks is kidnapped, the narrator, 
suspected of being a traitor, must decide whether to save himself or the American.

Moving between Baghdad, Riyadh and Fort Meade, Najem Wali’s major new novel is about 
friendship, betrayal and guilt. It shows how easily history can repeat itself – and how 
literature can help prevent it.

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER

Sales to Foreign Countries
Reise in das Herz des Feindes: IS (Hakibbutz Hameuchad), USA (MacAdam Cage)

F I C T I O N

A year after the invasion of Iraq the narrator is 
contacted by an American in Baghdad. What 
can the man be up to in the city’s most dan-
gerous neighbourhood? Najem Wali's novel 
addresses the question of how to survive in 

times of war without being implicated in guilt.

F I C T I O N  12
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»Najem Wali has crafted a magnificent novel from Iraq’s turbulent history.«  
Neue Zürcher Zeitung on Engel des Südens

»A poignant work about the fear of our fellow man.«  
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung on Engel des Südens



HERMANN BURGER

Reviews on Schilten:
         
       »Burger’s prose is heaven and hell wrapped into one;  
                                                          he is simply the epitome of a genius.«  Süddeutsche Zeitung  

  
      »Taking its cue from Kafka and Thomas Bernhard, Burger’s debut novel remains forever  

unparalleled in the German literary landscape. Its startling originality and radical idiosyncrasy  
      set it head and shoulders above contemporary output.«  Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

 

»With sublimely consistent radicalism, Burger describes a hermetic system of delusion – full  
of humour and keen attention to the most absurd and macabre details, a cornucopia of bizarre sto-
ries that are nevertheless so true to life that you can’t help but follow Armin Schildknecht into even  
the remotest nooks and crannies of his horrendous imagination – often laughing at his obsessions,  

but frequently appalled by their terrifying proximity to reality.«  Hessischer Rundfunk
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F I C T I O N

»German literature has lost one of its most original wordsmiths«, wrote Marcel Reich-
Ranicki in Burger’s obituary. Burger’s linguistic virtuosity was fuelled by an unequivocal 
motive: to shake the ground beneath the reader’s feet. Witty and eloquent, researched 
with obsessive attention to even the tiniest, most outlandish detail, Burger’s stories are 
seductive, dazzling and provocative, and the same can be said of his public persona in the 
guise of bohemian and conjurer.

The inextricable link between his life and work is borne out by the erudite, enlightening 
postscripts and many shared personal memories rounding off these volumes — contributed 
by Harald Hartung, Beatrice von Matt, Ruth Schweikert, H. Remo Largo, Dieter Bachmann, 
Kaspar Villiger, Karl Wagner and Ulrich Horstmann. When Nagel & Kimche published the 
revised edition of Schilten in 2009, luminaries of the German-speaking world’s literary 
supplements bewailed the fact that the rest of this headstrong and idiosyncratic Swiss 
author’s work was out of print. Now this deplorable oversight has at last been rectified.

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER
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Hermann Burger
Werke in acht Bänden
Herausgegeben  
von Simon Zumsteg
Collected Works
Selected and edited by 
Simon Zumsteg

Eight volumes. 3184 pages. 
Hardcover. Publication date:  
February 2014

Hermann Burger  
(1942-1989) was a writer, 
modern German literature 
lecturer and arts section 
editor. His literary work 
won him numerous awards, 
including the C. F. Meyer 
Award in 1980, the Hölder-
lin Prize in 1983 and the 
Ingeborg Bachmann Prize 
in 1985. 

Simon Zumsteg  
born in 1973, works at the 
Swiss Literature Archive in 
Bern. He gained his PhD 
with a dissertation on Her-
man Burger’s poetry and 
has published numerous 
essays and anthologies on 
his work; in 2009 he curated 
the Hermann Burger exhibi-
tion, 1942-1989 – Nachlass 
zu Todeszeiten.

February 28th 2014 marks the twenty-fifth  
anniversary of Hermann Burger’s death. It will 

also mark the publication of an omnibus edition 
of his complete works. Burger was “one of the 

most gifted writers of the contemporary German-
speaking literary scene” (Adolf Muschg 1989), 

and now all his wonderful texts – including  
Diabelli, Blankenburg, Brenner and Der Schuss 

auf die Kanzel – will finally be available again.   

Sales to Foreign Countries
Parts of Hermann Burger’s works have been sold to the following countries:
France, Hungary, Italy, Poland. 



Verena Stefan 
Die Befragung der Zeit
The Test of Time 

Novel. 224 pages.  
Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2014

Verena Stefan 
was born in Bern in 1947. 
She achieved cult success 
with her novel Shedding 
– and literally dreaming in 
1975. Largely autobiogra-
phically informed, the book 
became a vademecum of 
the feminist movement.  
Stefan has been living in 
Montreal since 1998. Her 
last novel, Fremdschläfer, 
was published in 2007, 
and Als sei ich von einem 
andern Stern; Jüdisches 
Leben in Montreal, (in 
collaboration with Chaim 
Vogt-Moykopf), appeared 
in 2011.

Throughout his working life Julius Brunner saw helping others as his mission. One of 
his patients, young Beatrice Tanner, was working as a waitress at a tavern in the neigh-
bouring village when she fell pregnant to a man who had long since been engaged to 
another woman. But when news of her abortion comes to the attention of the authorities 
she reveals the name of the doctor who helped her. The old man is arrested by the local 
police and his family is in turmoil; four-year-old Rosa, who is particularly attached to her 
grandfather, is left desperately trying to make sense of what is happening to him and her 
family. For months Brunner remains locked away in the Waldau Asylum for evaluation, 
keeping himself sane by making up imaginary trips in a hot air balloon and adventure 
stories for Rosa.

Drawing on extensive background material from psychiatric and judicial archives from 
which she presents many verbatim quotes, Verena Stefan’s documentary novel recounts 
the story of a remarkable life and a very special bond in her inimitable style.

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER

Sales to Foreign Countries
Fremdschläfer: France (Héliotrope), Italy (Luciana Tufani Editrice)
Häutungen: USA (The Feminist Press)

F I C T I O N

In 1949, 74-year-old village doctor Julius  
Brunner is accused of commercial abortion and 

finds his sanity doubted. Confronted with an 
association test, he seems to take longer and 

longer to answer the questions as he becomes 
increasingly lost in reveries. Verena Stefan 

tells the story of her grandfather in a moving, 
humorous and absorbing novel.
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Monika Helfer /
Ingrid Puganigg 
Zwei Frauen warten auf 
eine Gelegenheit 
Two Women Waiting for  
their Chance

Deuticke Verlag
Novel. 144 pages.  
Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2014

Monika Helfer
was born in 1947 in Vorarl-
berg, Austria, where she 
still lives with her family, 
writing full-time. Her books 
with Deuticke include Bevor 
ich schlafen kann (2010), 
Oskar und Lilli (new edi-
tion 2011), and Die Bar im 
Freien (2012). Her work has 
won her many prizes and 
awards.   

Ingrid Puganigg
was born in 1947 in 
Carinthia. She moved to 
Vorarlberg in 1962, and is 
currently working as a free-
lance writer in the Hanover 
area. Her books include the 
poetry volume Es ist die 
Brombeerzeit die dunkle 
(1978), and the novels  
Fasnacht (1981), La Haba-
nera (1984), Laila (1988), 
and Hochzeit (1992).

Two women writers get together after a long hiatus. They live in different cities, in differ- 
ent countries. They know nothing of each other’s lives and have only their shared memo-
ries in common. They were close friends once, each equally proud of her unique literary 
talent.

They begin exchanging emails, divulging experiences of loves lost, found and regained. 
At some point the boundaries between truth and fiction start to blur. Then they find them-
selves gingerly groping their way back to reality, to their everyday lives. They argue, they 
reinvent themselves – as a seductress, as a character in a Chekhov novella, as a female 
dandy. Each assumes the other is lying; they lay into each other, spitefully tearing each 
other’s hopes and dreams to shreds — but in the end they help each other to live their 
dreams anew.

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER

F I C T I O N

One novel, two authors: a story of friendship 
and growing old; a tale of tears and laughter.  

A travesty of comic melancholy – a masked ball.  
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Alex Capus 
Mein Nachbar Urs
Geschichten aus der  
Kleinstadt
The Urses Next Door
Small-town Tales

128 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2014

Alex Capus
was born in 1961 in 
Normandy and lives in 
Olten/Switzerland. In 1997 
he published his first novel, 
Munzinger Pasha, followed 
by fifteen other books of 
short stories, novels and 
reportage. His recently pub-
lished Hanser novels include 
Léon und Louise (2011), 
Fast ein bisschen Frühling 
(new edition, 2012) and Der 
Fälscher, die Spionin und 
der Bombenbauer (2013).  

The place Alex Capus likes to be more than anywhere is at home in Olten. He has five 
neighbours, all of whom are called Urs. Actually there are six, but one of them refuses 
to let Capus write about him, so to all intents and purposes there are only five. On mild 
summer evenings he meets them in the gravelled town square to grill sausages and set 
the world to rights. »No one actually likes wild garlic«, says Urs number 1. »You only eat 
it because it’s there. It’s like elevator music; you can’t avoid the stuff!« And Urs number 2 
reproaches Capus for his slapdash appearance: »It’s none of my business, really, but your 
hair isn’t one thing or the other. It’s neither long nor short. And as for your clothes… well, 
the less said about that, the better.«

Sometimes Capus gets fed up with his Urses, at which point he might find himself spend- 
ing an afternoon with Prince Charles in the Bernese Oberland or stranded in the Sahara 
in his mint-green Renault 4.

Brimming with sparkling wit yet tactful to a fault, eminently good-natured yet mordantly 
remorseless, Alex Capus holds up the mirror to a run-of-the-mill small town. Like his 
novels, his charming little stories are underpinned by the cheerful melancholia and inex-
haustible knowledge of human nature that his readers love him for.

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER

Sales to Foreign Countries
Léon und Louise: BR (Record), BG (Atlantis-KL), FIN (Atena), F (Actes Sud), IL (Armchair/ Yediot Aha-
ronot), I (Garzanti), ROK (Munhakdongne), NL (Mouria), N (Ganesa), PL (Swiat Ksiazki), SRB (Laguna), 
SLO (Cankarjeva), E (Salamandra), S (Norstedts), TR (Kirmizi Kedi), UK/USA (Haus)

C O L U M N S

Alex Capus, an author whose inimitable style 
– a subtle blend of pragmatism and sensi- 

tivity – continues to captivate readers all over 
the world, lives in the loveliest little town in 
the universe. Life there is ordered, predict-

able and peaceful – or it would be if it wasn’t 
for the neighbours’ censorious watchfulness. 
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»Alex Capus has established himself as a master storyteller.«  
Der Westen on Der Fälscher, die Spionin und der Bombenbauer



Elias Canetti 
Das Buch gegen den Tod
Mit einem Nachwort von 
Peter von Matt
My Book Against Death
With an afterword by  
Peter von Matt

352 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
March 2014

Nobel Prize winner Elias 
Canetti (1905-1994) kept 
a written record of his life 
from 1981, from which he 
regularly published specific 
selections. Das Buch gegen 
den Tod follows guidelines 
laid down in his estate.

Elias Canetti’s literary estate, boasting more than ten thousand pages of material, features 
countless folders crammed with notes and cuttings for a book against death, a work he in-
tended to stand alongside his magnum opus Crowds and Power (Masse und Macht). Canetti 
made several attempts to capture this lifelong obsession from all angles with his custom-
ary meticulous anthropological approach and sparkling aphoristic wit. He read poets and 
philosophers; he collected fairy tales, ancient myths and rites. He listened to the stories of 
survivors; he reflected on the myriad facets of dying and killing. His conclusion was: if we 
don’t want to surrender to death, we must not let it triumph over life.

The book is the quintessence of a lifelong confrontation, infused with Canetti’s distinctive 
sophistication in both thought and style. »Animals must make do with rebirth; resurrec-
tion is beyond them.« This impressive work is complemented by a fascinating afterword 
by Peter von Matt.  

 

Sales to Foreign Countries
Elias Canetti’s works are sold all over the world

P H I L O S O P H Y

Elias Canetti, who always described himself 
as death’s mortal enemy, waited his whole 
life to write this book. He intended to write 
“with utter ruthlessness, or else all would 

be rendered worthless”. Now, almost twenty 
years after his death, the book he never 

managed to finish is finally being published: 
his last stand against death. 

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER
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Albert Drach 
Erzählungen
Short Stories

Zsolnay Verlag  
Collected works, volume 7/III
edited by Ingrid Cella,  
Alexandra Millner and  
Eva Schobel
Short Stories. 384 pages 
with illustrations. Linen
Publication date:  
March 2014

Albert Drach
was born 1902 in Vienna 
and died in 1995 nearby 
Vienna. He worked as a 
lawyer and writer; his oeu-
vre covered the complete 
spectrum of literary genres. 
In 1988 he was awarded 
the Georg Büchner Prize. 
Erzählungen is published 
as volume 7/3 of Drach’s 
Collected Works. Previ-
ous publications within this 
series are Unsentimentale 
Reise (2005), Das Beileid 
(2006), Gedichte (2009), 
Das Goggelbuch (2011) and 
Amtshandlung gegen einen 
Unsterblichen. Die kleinen 
Protokolle (2013).

»I had seen enough death to put me off dying for life,« Drach writes in the autobiographical 
narrative Lunz. As a five-year-old he witnessed a disfigured corpse being recovered from 
the waters of a lake. Only heroes and artists are immortal, his father once told him, and so 
the child decides to become a writer, relying on his literary skill to keep death at bay.

This skill is readily apparent in the short stories collected in this volume, which are divi-
ded into three categories according to content: IA is a bizarre and grotesque apocalyptic 
scenario, UND describes a judge who leaves a trail of blood and destruction in his wake, 
and NEIN is the story of a futile search for identity. All three cases are variations on the 
same theme – the unremitting hopelessness and horror of the human condition.

In the three texts Vom Stift zum Gimpel, aber nicht wieder zurück, Lullo und Lulla and Weg-
fall winziger Liebe Drach tells of the peculiar fate of domesticated wild birds, examines the 
phenomenon of chance, investigates the fatal difference between reality and appearances 
and laments the impossibility of the impossible.

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER

Sales to Foreign Countries
Unsentimentale Reise: USA (Ariadne Press), Spain (Minúscula)

S H O RT  S TO R I E S

Albert Drach took the unattainable and the 
unspeakable horrors of our world as his nar-

rative constant; the reader’s enjoyment is 
considerably heightened by the fact that his 
work is permeated with irony and maintains 

an unswerving detachment.
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»This author’s superhuman powers have outlived him. Über den Tod is a slim volume but a magnificent book 
– arguably Canetti’s finest – not just because of his profound insights, polished style or poignant humanity, but 
because of his sheer unrelenting force.«  Süddeutsche Zeitung on Über den Tod
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Franz Josef Czernin
zungenenglisch
visionen, varianten
angels’ tongues
– visions and variations

Poems. 96 pages. Hard-
cover. Publication date:  
February 2014

Franz Josef Czernin
born in 1952 in Vienna, has 
published prose, poetry, 
essays and aphorisms since 
1978. His work has won him 
numerous prizes including 
the Heimito von Doderer 
Literature Prize, the Anton 
Wildgans Award and the 
2007 Austrian State Prize 
for Literary Criticism. He has 
been a member of the Ger-
man Academy of Language 
and Literature since 2007. 

Alfred North Whitehead once said that all European philosophical tradition basically con-
sists of is footnotes to Plato. The poems in Franz Josef Czernin’s new volume are by no 
means footnotes but adaptations and appropriations of Dante’s Divine Comedy. Dante’s 
Heaven and Hell are as central and definitive to the European tradition of the visionary 
poem as Plato is to European philosophy. Czernin makes this clear by the chronology of 
his poems and the way they transgress heavenly and infernal borders, correlating them, 
unleashing them on each other before letting them merge and fuse into a single entity. 
Augmented by the majesty of the great English poets, the perhaps initially alienating lin-
guistic dichotomy of these verses is inspiring, their seraphic duality of expression at once 
uplifting and disturbing: the fragmented language leaves us with a vision of veracities 
that poetry alone can engender.

 

P O E T RY

Günter Kunert
Seien Sie vorsichtig  
bei Weltuntergängen
Gedichte
Beware: Apocalypses 
Ahead. 

Poems. Selection and  
epilogue by Hubert Witt
176 pages. Hardcover. 
Publication date:  
February 2014

Günter Kunert
born 1929 in Berlin, lives 
near Itzehoe in the Hamburg 
area. His books have been 
published by Hanser since 
1963, most recently Als  
das Leben umsonst war  
(poems, 2009) and Tröst-
liche Katastrophen (2013). 

Hubert Witt
born in 1935 in Breslau 
(now Wroclaw), is a trans-
lator, editor and anthologist 
living in Leipzig. 

»Kunert’s poems are never declamatory or commanding« Marcel Reich-Ranicki wrote. 
»They are enquiries formulated by a sceptical contemporary mind; expressions of disquiet, 
of restlessness, of anguish.« This year Günter Kunert, one of the leading and most prolific 
poets of our time, will be celebrating his eighty-fifth birthday. Born on the sixth of March 
1929 in Berlin, he will mark the occasion in the only appropriate manner – with a new 
volume of poetry: an anthology of his most outstanding verses from the new century. 
In this volume Kunert stands in the ruins of history’s apocalypses, both major and minor, 
recapitulating what remains in their wake as he prepares us for the next one – because 
it’s sure to come. 

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER

P O E T RY
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»Rundum die Welt 
           besteht aus unbezahlbaren  

       Fantasien.«  Günter Kunert

»jüngst finsternis, äuglings 
                  angebote, streng landend mir«

Franz Josef Czernin

Franz Josef Czernin Günter Kunert



       »So ein Friede herrschte,   
                                  dass er ins Freie ging.« Sylvia Geist

              »Meiner Seele Wetteramt zeigt Sturm an.  
                      Du bist davongelaufen, 

da zog es auf.«  Johannes Kühn

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER
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Johannes Kühn
Und hab am Gras mein 
Leben gemessen
Gedichte
Against the Grass My Life  
is Measured 
Poems
Edited by Irmgard and 
Benno Rech

128 pages. Hardcover 
Publication date:  
March 2014

Johannes Kühn
born in 1934, lives in Has-
born (Saarland). He is the 
author of numerous poetry 
volumes and plays. Hanser 
most recently published 
Ganz ungetröstet bin ich 
nicht (poems, 2007).

Johannes Kühn, one of the most widely read poets of our time, will be celebrating his 
eightieth birthday this year. In his new collection he writes about daybreak (»I wonder 
how much lipstick the dawn used today«), about his health (»My doctor told me my blood 
pressure is still in good shape«) and about his new shoes (»I bought some walking boots, 
and now the land lies at my feet«). He writes about nature and animals, about aging and 
matters of daily life. Informed by the hymnody of German Romanticism and Classicism, 
he conceives enchantingly graceful configurations whose adroit linguistic geometry in-
variably intimates a subtly shrewd undercurrent.

Johannes Kühn, who always followed his own distinctive path unperturbed by the winds 
of fashion, is living proof that poetry has lost none of its appeal to this day.

P O E T RY

Johannes Kühn

Sylvia Geist
Gordisches Paradies
Gedichte
Gordian Paradise
Poems

80 pages. Hardcover.  
Publication date:  
February 2014

Sylvia Geist
born in 1963 in Berlin, has 
published volumes of poetry 
as well as prose. She has 
also translated the poetry of 
John Ashberry, Peter Gizzi 
and Chirikure Chirikure 
amongst others. Her work 
has won her numerous 
awards. 

In her new volume of poetry, Sylvia Geist, whose lyricism has been described as a 
matchless fusion of surefire scientific assurance and unadulterated poetic instinct verging 
on the somnambulistic, entrances the reader by allowing »objects to dream«, leaving us 
spellbound by their weightlessness.

»Before we leave/the objects begin to struggle/some are deceived/in themselves/and be-
come suddenly radiant«. As she captures departure, leave-taking and valediction in a sin-
gle sentence, Geist’s images seem suspended in time, afloat in a spirit world so serene it 
robs them of shape and identity.

In Gordisches Paradies she once again proves herself a virtuoso of effortless changes in 
direction, displaying at the same time a remarkable musicality exemplified by the cycle of 
poems from which the volume takes its name. Whether she’s examining a caterpillar un-
der her lyrical microscope, reliving childhood nightmares or discovering a new Shangri-la 
on the Pacific coast – whatever the register, these poems are sustained by Geist’s poignant 
affinity with the subjects she describes.
With great intensity the poems tell of the quest, loss and retrieval of love for life, triggered 
by the most inconspicuous and marginal phenomena. Like Ariadne, Sylvia Geist spins the 
finest of threads to help us grope our way out of the darkness and back through the maze 
to a place where »the air tastes so delicious/you want to drink it.« 

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER

P O E T RY
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Sylvia Geist



Thomas Glavinic 
Meine Schreibmaschine 
und ich
Mit einem Vorwort von  
John Burnside
My Typewriter and I
With a foreword by  
John Burnside

160 pages. French Brochure
Publication date:  
February 2014

Thomas Glavinic
was born in Graz in 1972 
and lives in Vienna. His 
first novel, Carl Haffners 
Liebe zum Unentschieden, 
was published in 1998. It 
was followed by Die Arbeit 
der Nacht (2006), Das bin 
doch ich (2007), and Das 
Leben der Wünsche (2009) 
amongst others, and most 
recently Das größere 
Wunder (2013). His novels 
Der Kameramörder (2001) 
and Wie man leben soll 
(2004) have been made into 
films. Thomas Glavinic has 
received numerous awards, 
most recently the Literature 
Award of the Cultural Com-
mittee of German Business; 
his novels have been trans-
lated into 18 languages.

Thomas Glavinic likes summertime. He hates cowards; he likes generosity, courage, tact 
and discernment. And he likes attentive readers, people who give his books thought. 
Here he addresses such readers to tell them everything there is to know about him as 
an author. He explains how the seed of an idea forms the starting point of every text and 
makes no attempt to deny the agonies he experiences as he waits for that idea to germi-
nate and grow into his next novel. He recalls how he began writing as a boy and how it 
became his profession. But above all, he writes about his books.

Thomas Glavinic, one of the most fascinating authors of our time, allows us access to 
his innermost thoughts, hopes and fears. Rarely has the act of artistic creation been dis-
sected with such unsparing candour – and rarely will readers feel so close to an author. 

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER

Sales to Foreign Countries
Das größere Wunder: LV (Zvaigzne), NL (Signatuur)
Die Arbeit der Nacht: CHN (Horizon Media), EST (Varrak), F (Flammarion), I (Lon- 
ganesi), ROK (Younglim Cardinal), NL (Contact), PL (PIW), SLO (Modrijan), E (Siruela), 
TR (Yapi Kredi), UK/USA (Canongate)

E S S AY

So, if you’re going to write, do it properly.  
If you’re going to write, then write about  

what really matters. About love, about death,  
about failure, or maybe even about success  

and happiness and infinity.
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»One of the most remarkable, innovative and versatile writers of his generation.« 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

»Few writers working today so brilliantly reveal the terrors that dwell beneath the sur-
face of conventional life; Thomas Glavinic is one of the great adepts of coolly regarded 
horror, a worthy successor to Patricia Highsmith and Camus and even Kafka himself.«  
John Burnside
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Jonas is a tourist in the death zone, taking part in an expedition that will lead him to the highest point on Earth. Here, 

the bizarre becomes normality as life’s implicit certainties fall away - and in the end, all that remains is an insatiable 

lust for life.

»One of the most remarkable, innovative and versatile writers of his generation.«  Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

Sales to Foreign Countries

Latvia (Zvaigzne), Netherlands (Signatuur)

Thomas Glavinic 

Das größere Wunder

The Greater Miracle

Hanser Verlag. Novel. 528 pages

Olga Grjasnowa has a unique gift of seeing the funny side of even the most tragic situations. With cool irony and great 

conciseness, her debut tells the story of Mascha, a headstrong young woman who knows neither borders nor limits. 

She inhabits a world where all cultures and traditions merge. It is the story of a whole generation. For Mascha and her 

friends, the issue of origin and nationality is immaterial – they can survive anywhere. But there is nowhere they can 

really call home.

Sales to Foreign Countries

AZ (Qanun), HR (Bozicevic), CZ (Vě t rné mlýny), DK (C&K), F (Les Escales), NL (De Bezige Bij), PL (Czarne),  

SLO (Premedia), E (Còmplices), S (Weyler), UK / USA (Other Press)

Olga Grjasnowa 

Der Russe ist einer, der Birken liebt

Russian Men love Birch Trees 

Hanser Verlag. Novel. 288 pages

Fred Firneis, a sensationally successful and widely-read poet, is burnt out after too many alcohol-saturated years. To 

recuperate from the stresses and strains of city life, he has taken refuge in a cabin in the woods. Here he meets Mara, 

a young scientist engaged in fish research. Before long Fred finds himself taking great interest in all the nuances of 

the creature’s biology, behaviour and psychology – but most of all in Mara herself. – An offbeat alpine comedy with a 

dramatic climax in Berlin; fast-paced, surprising and highly entertaining.

Sales to Foreign Countries

Georgia (Ibis), Italy (Piemme), Russia (Eksmo), Spain (Alfaguara)

René Freund 

Liebe unter Fischen

Love among Fishes

Deuticke Verlag. Novel. 208 pages

Ivana Bodrozic describes the banality of war. Her debut novel is the deeply unsettling story of a young girl growing up 

in times of conflict who nevertheless clings to hope and courage throughout. Hotel Nowhere is a formidable document 

of self-assertion – humorous, adroit and without the slightest trace of false sentimentality. Seen through this young 

girl’s eyes, the harsh reality of war appears in a completely different light. 

»When something important happens in the literary arena, when a really great book is written, it is well worth pausing for 

a moment to celebrate it and contemplate the arrival of a magnificent new talent«.  Miljenko Jergovic

Sales to Foreign Countries

Croatia (Profil) ,CZ (Paseka), DK (Per Kofod), France (Actes Sud), H (Libri Books), Macedonia (Magor)

Serbia (Rende), SLO(Modrijan), TR (Aylak Adam)

Ivana Bodrožic´
Hotel Nirgendwo

Hotel Nowhere (Original title: Hotel Zagorje) 

Zsolnay Verlag. Translated from the Croatian. Novel. 222 pages.

Contact
Hanser I Nagel & Kimche I Hanser Berlin

France, Italy, Spain, South America,  
GB/USA, Israel, Asia

Friederike Barakat
phone: +49-89-99830-509
mail: friederike.barakat@hanser.de

Netherlands, Scandinavia,  
Eastern Europe, Greece, Turkey

Stefanie Eckl
phone: +49-89-99830-530
mail: stefanie.eckl@hanser.de

Kolbergerstr. 22
81679 München
Germany

Contact
Hanser Business, Popular Science 

Gabriele Josiger
phone: +49-89-99830-201
mail: gabriele.josiger@hanser.de

Contact 
Zsolnay I Deuticke

Annette Lechner
Prinz-Eugen-Straße 30
1040 Wien 
Austria
phone: +43-1-505 7661 12
mail: annette.lechner@zsolnay.at

http://foreignrights.hanser.de
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CHRISTIAN FELBER

»Christian Felber shows the way towards an  

economy in which money and markets serve  

the people rather than vice versa.«  

                                                                           Jakob von Uexküll, founder of the Right Livelihood Award   
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P O L I T I C S  A N D  E C O N O M Y

Money may rule the world – but it shouldn’t. 
How can we put an end to monetary  

domination and relegate money to its proper 
function: a means towards a good life?

The big banks, the global economic crisis, sovereign debt and currency speculation — mo-
ney dominates our life; God and Mammon have swapped places. Christian Felber, who 
stirred up a sensation with Economy for the Common Good (Gemeinwohl-Ökonomie), says 
we should stand for it no longer. A democratic community ought to be capable of redefi-
ning and controlling the circulation and deployment of money.

In his new book, Felber sets out a detailed and lucid strategy for a new monetary order. 
The Common Good Bank (Bank für Gemeinwohl) could function as a »private prototype«, 
paving the way for ethical transactions; an establishment whose first customers will initi-
ate a process whereby money will at last take its rightful place as »a tool that can be used 
to promote equality, general welfare and a better quality of life for everyone.«

Sales to Foreign Countries
Spain (Deusto/Planeta)
Gemeinwohl Ökonomie: Catalonia (Miret), Finland (Gaudeamus), France (Actes Sud), Italy (Tecniche 
Nuove), Poland (Bialy Wiatr), Spain (Deusto/Planeta)

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER
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Christian Felber 
Geld.
Die neuen Spielregeln
Money
The Rules of the Game 

Deuticke Verlag 
304 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
March 2014 

Christian Felber
born in 1972, studied  
Romance languages, politi-
cal science, sociology and 
psychology in Vienna and 
Madrid. The most promi-
nent voice of the Austrian 
anti-globalisation movement, 
he is a successful author, 
university lecturer and inter-
national speaker. Felber’s 
books published by Deuticke 
include: 50 Vorschläge 
für einer gerechtere Welt 
(2006), Neue Werte für die 
Wirtschaft (2008), Koopera-
tion statt Konkurrenz (2009), 
Rettet den Euro (2012) and 
Die Gemeinwohl-Ökonomie 
(updated in 2012).  



Christoph Gisa / 
Lena Schiller Clausen 
New Business Order
Wie Start-ups Wirtschaft 
und Gesellschaft verändern
The New Business Order
How Start-Ups Change the 
Economy and Society

316 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2014

Christoph Gisa
was born in 1980, he lives 
in Hamburg, and is a writer 
and strategy consultant. He 
focuses on social changes 
and their impact on busi-
ness and politics. 

Lena Schiller Clausen
was born in 1980 and lives 
in Hamburg and Berlin. She 
is an entrepreneur, teacher, 
and a popular speaker 
about the changes in the 
work place and their effect 
on society.

Small start-ups have just started to shake up the established companies. They do this 
with new products, ideas, processes, and a culture of openness. They are close to the cu-
stomer, they are imaginative, and they do not give up easily. Start-ups seek new markets 
in mobility, supply, consulting, and in many other areas; most of all they take advantage 
of opportunities that have been missed by the major players. These who learn from them 
know how tomorrow›s economy works. They do not need fancy corporate offices; instead 
they work closely together and often share work spaces. Most importantly, they ask the 
right questions: we do need financial services - but do we need banks? We do need ener-
gy - but do we need big energy companies? The answers to these questions lead to new 
business models from which we can all benefit. This book uses many case studies to show 
how we can use the changes in the work world for our own good.

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER
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How start-ups upset the major players
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»Regardless of your own attitude this book about the digital future of business and so-
ciety is a must-read and a uplifting-read. Because as much as one can and one should 
argue about the solution strategies, the precise analysis is spot-on. For this reason the 
read is painful.«  Sascha Lobo, author and entrepreneur

»The one who wants to change the economy must first learn how society thinks and how 
to do business in that society. In this book the authors bridge the divide between compa-
nies and the resources of our society. They make a smart contribution to the increase in 
complexity of descriptions. That's a good thing, because we must not only live with the 
complexities; we must love them.« Stephan A. Jansen, founding president of the Zeppelin University 

in Friedrichshafen
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FLORIAN FREISTETTER

P O P U L A R  S C I E N C E
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Die Neuentdeckung des Himmels: We are not alone!
Almost every day astronomers discover new worlds. It’s only a matter of time before space 
telescopes will also detect life on distant planets.
The Rediscovery of the Sky is the tantalizing tale of one of the greatest adventures of man-
kind as we seek to answer the eternal question »Are we alone in the universe?«

For a few years now we have proof: There are foreign and distant worlds with ideal con-
ditions for the emergence of life. More than a thousand planets have been discovered 
outside our solar system. The probability for us to discover life out there increases every 
day. Florian Freistetter brings to life the story of a millennia-long hunt filled with religious 
dogmata and failed ideologies. He describes how modern astronomy first had to learn to 
see the invisible, in order to discover super-Earths and hot planets such as Jupiter. He lays 
out how these other worlds must be composed so that life may have emerged on them. The 
author also predicts that, before long, we will be able to look at extra terrestrials through 
a new generation of space telescopes.

Florian Freistetter
Der Komet im Cocktailglas
Wie Astronomie unseren 
Alltag bestimmt
The Comet in the Cocktail-
glass. How Astronomy rules  
our lives

224 pages with illustrations. 
Hardcover
Publication date:  
January 2013

Der Komet im Cocktailglas: When one thinks of astronomy it us usually about stars, galaxies, black holes, and the like. 
Yet the events of deep space also impact our daily lives in a fundamental way.

Florian Freistetter, unveils astronomy behind the objects that surround us. From water that came to earth thanks to an 
impact with an asteroid to our food which consists of converted solar energy. From the TV screen, where we can admire 
the remnants of the »Big Bang,« to the succession of the seasons, which we owe to a gigantic planet collision.
This book is a delightfully illustrated walk through the everyday universe; showing how cosmic phenomena affect our 
lives - and how the universe manifests itself in our living rooms.

Sales to Foreign Countries
Der Komet im Cocktailglas: Turkey (NTV Yayinlari), Spain (ARIEL), Serbien (Laguna)

Florian Freistetter
Die Neuentdeckung  
des Himmels 
Auf der Suche nach Leben 
im Universum
The Rediscovery of the Sky
Searching for Life in the 
Universe

250 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2014

Florian Freistetter
was born in 1977 and 
studied astronomy. His 
doctoral thesis was about 
asteroids. He worked at the 
University Observatories of 
Vienna, Jena and Heidel-
berg; he was involved in the 
exploration and the study 
of exoplanets. In 2008 he 
founded the astronomy blog 
»Astrodicticum simplex« 
that turned into the most 
widely read science blog in 
the German language.  
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Rights contact: gabriele.josiger@hanser.de

»Science Book of the Year 2014«   

Sales to Foreign Countries
Die Neuentdeckung des Himmels: Korea (Jaeseung Book Gold)

»He holds a doctorate in astronomy and has became well known through his astronomy blog. His writing sty-
le is pleasantly well mannered and factual. Florian Freistetter has a talent for evoking his reader's interest.« 
Günter Paul, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 
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Hanno Charisius / 
Richard Friebe 
Bund fürs Leben
Warum Bakterien unsere 
Freunde sind
Together for Life
Why Bacteria are our 
Friends 

330 pages. Hardcover
Publication date: March 2014

Hanno Charisius
was born in 1972 and 
studied biology in Bremen. 
He has worked, among 
other jobs, as an editor for  
the MIT Technology Review 
and Wired. In 2010/11 he 
was a Science Journalism 
Fellow at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. He 
lives in Munich.

Richard Friebe
was born in 1970 and 
studied biology in Konstanz 
and Johannesburg. He was 
an editor with the Südde-
utscher Verlag. He writes for 
the periodicals FAZ, FAS, 
and SZ, among others, and 
he proofreads literature. In 
2010 he was awarded the 
Georg von Holtzbrinck Prize 
for Science Journalism. He 
lives in Berlin.

There is a great impact of bacteria on our 
health, our mood, and our thinking. As we 

continually gain new knowledge about how 
bacteria control our appetite with chemi-

cal signals and how they can strengthen or 
weaken our immune system one wonders 

– who's in in charge in our bodies?

At the same time most of us are convinced that microbes must be kept in check with 
disinfectants and antibiotics. Yet with these habits we achieve the opposite: we disturb 
the fine-tuned ecosystem of the human body and cause lifestyle diseases such as obesity 
and allergies. Hanno Charisius and Richard Friebe give a convincing account of how the 
immune system and bacteria relate to each other. The authors also teach us how our in-
testines do the thinking for us and what mental anguish can be caused by our diet. After 
reading this book we will be able to distinguish »good« and »bad« bacteria and we will 
have learned all the tricks for living a healthy and peaceful life together with our intimate 
tenants.

In 2013 the two authors, together with Sascha Karberg , published with HANSER the book 
Biohacking - Genetic Engineering out of the Garage.

Rights contact: gabriele.josiger@hanser.de

»If I was a teenager today, I would be hacking biology and create artificial life with 
DNA synthesis. If you want to change the world, you should start here: with genes.«   
Bill Gates on Biohacking
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The roots of today's discussions on sexism, feminism, emancipation and female quotas 
date back to a period before 1914. Barbara Beuys examines the pivotal role played by wo-
men in bringing about the social revolution which is such an integral part of the history 
of civil and human rights in Germany; far from treating it as a »women’s issue«, she puts 
the subject into a much broader context, turning it into vivid historiography.

Barbara Beuys describes how more and more women moved away from their traditional 
domestic roles and entered the workplace — in offices and post offices, as doctors or art 
agents — and how they took to the streets as suffragettes. We learn about women's as-
sociations holding lectures on sexuality and divorce, bringing such subjects out of the 
realm of taboo and into the public forum — and how men tried to resist such increasingly 
successful ventures. Her fascinating account is based on the lives of two dozen women 
including Hedwig Dohm, Helene Lange, Clara Zetkin, Else Lasker-Schüler, Karen Horney 
and Asta Nielsen. 

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER
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Barbara Beuys
Die neuen Frauen – 
Revolution im Kaiserreich 
1900-1914
The New Women –  
Revolution in the Kaiser’s 
Empire 1900-1914

384 pages with illustrations 
and index. Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2014

Barbara Beuys
was born in 1943, holds de-
grees in history, philosophy 
and sociology and worked 
as an editor for Stern and 
die Zeit. She has published 
over a dozen books on 
subjects including family life 
in Germany, the resistance 
movement, Jews in Europe, 
and Amsterdam under Ger-
man occupation, as well as 
biographies on Annette von 
Droste-Hülshoff, Hildegard 
von Bingen, Li Qingzhao, 
Paula Modersohn-Becker 
and Sophie Scholl. Beuys 
lives in Cologne.

»An outstanding political biography.« Die Welt on Sophie Scholl. Biographie 

Sales to Foreign Countries
Leben mit dem Feind: Denmark (Information), Netherlands (Cossee)
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Günther Sandner 
Otto Neurath
a political biography

Zsolnay Verlag
Biography. 352 pages with 
illustrations. Hardcover.
Publication date:  
March 2014

Günther Sandner
was born in Salzburg in 
1967. He studied political 
science, history and journal-
ism. A research fellow at the 
Vienna Circle Institute and 
lecturer at the University of 
Vienna, he has written widely 
on politics and intellectual 
history.

American cultural historian William Johnston described Otto Neurath (1882 – 1945) as 
»one of the most neglected 20th century geniuses«. In this book, Günther Sandner sets out 
a comprehensive portrait of Neurath the dedicated enlightener and sceptical utopian, the 
man who worked as a sociologist and economist, pedagogue and philosopher of science as 
well as a museum director and filmmaker, yet still found time to be the »wittiest man in 
Vienna«. The link that joined these seemingly incongruous elements of Neurath’s life was 
his political commitment. He fought for the socialization of the economy in revolutionary 
Bavaria as well as in »Red Vienna«. Otto Neurath left the pictograms he devised during his 
exile in Holland and Great Britain to posterity, and isotype is still the definitive internati-
onal pictorial language to this day.

B I O G R A P H Y

Otto Neurath was a member of  
the legendary Vienna Circle and made his 
name as an economist and the inventor of 

isotype, the seminal iconic visual language. 
This book presents the first biography of this 
highly unorthodox intellectual and polymath.



Pamela Pabst / 
Shirley Michaela Seul  
Ich sehe das,  
was ihr nicht seht
The Things That  
You Can’t See
 
224 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
February 2014

Pamela Pabst 
born in 1978, was the first 
person blind from birth to be 
admitted to the bar in Ger-
many. She lives and works 
in Berlin. 
www.pamelapabst.de 

Shirley Michaela Seul  
born in 1962, is an award-
winning author of novels, 
biographies and non-fiction, 
partially published under 
pseudonyms; she has 
also contributed to several 
best-sellers in the role of 
ghost-writer.

Pamela Pabst is Germany’s first blind defence lawyer, and the story of how she turned her 
ambition into reality makes for a unique and impressive read. She pursued her goal with 
assiduous passion, treating her blindness as a minor impediment on her trajectory. In this 
book, she describes how she learned to follow her own path through a sighted world. Her 
parents sent her to an ordinary primary school and later to a high school at a time when 
the inclusion of people with disabilities was far from the norm. Despite the strength and 
confidence she gained from the experiences she made during her education, there were 
many obstacles on her path; difficult moments typified by feelings of exclusion, loneliness 
and isolation. 

With great frankness and not the slightest trace of either sentimentality or self-pity, 
Pamela Pabst allows us an intimate insight into her life and encourages us all – the 
sighted as well as the blind – to believe in ourselves and follow our destinies. 

P O L I T I C S  A N D  S O C I E T Y

Pamela Pabst set her heart on a career 
in the legal profession at the tender age 

of eleven, refusing to allow her blindness 
to stand in the way of her ambition. In 

collaboration with author Shirley Michaela 
Seul, she tells us how she learned to see 

the world through different eyes.

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER
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»The impressive testament of a life in which a handicap and its attendant vulnerability 
has been turned into a source of inspiration and strength.«  Philippe Pozzo di Borgo

It’s probably evolution that’s to blame for mankind’s peripatetic disposition. As if we 
hadn’t outgrown our nomadic roots aeons ago, we still seem driven by an obsessive wan-
derlust that compels us to abandon our home comforts and take at least one trip a year. 
In the role of participating observer, seasoned traveller Dirk Schümer has spent many a 
year engaged in extensive, in-depth analysis of the idiosyncrasies of homo touristicus. 
He delves into our bulging cases and watches our ludicrous contortions as we struggle to 
stow our hand luggage into the overhead lockers. He informs hoteliers how to properly 
equip a bathroom and he’s already sampled the lambs’ brains and a schnapps that goes 
by the name of ‘Black Death’ on our behalf.

Whether you’re setting out alone or in a group, whether you’re going to Burma or Bavaria, 
Australia or Austria, you’d be well advised to consult Dirk Schümer before you take off. 
You’ll discover what to expect abroad, how best to adapt to unfamiliar surroundings and 
how to deal with a crisis. Or, if you still haven’t decided on a destination, why not just 
stay home and put your feet up with this book — because reading can be just as mind-
expanding as travel. 

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER
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Dirk Schümer
Touristen sind immer  
die anderen
Everyone Else is a Tourist

272 pages. French Brochure
Publication date:  
February 2014

Dirk Schümer
was born 1962. An author 
and translator, he has been 
reporting from Amsterdam, 
Vienna and Venice for the 
FAZ culture section since 
1991, interrupted by a brief 
stint as Der Spiegel’s cul-
tural reporter. His most re-
cent publication was Zu Fuß 
– eine kurze Geschichte des 
Wanderns (2010).

Despite all the downsides, there’s no get-
ting away from getting away. Well-travelled 

Dirk Schümer explains why and provides us 
with an entirely subjective encyclopaedia  

of travellers en route.

The remarkable biography of Germany’s first blind defence lawyer



Henning Ritter  
Die Wiederkehr der  
Wunderkammer
Über Kunst und Künstler

The Return of the Cabinet 
of Wonders
On art and artists

256 pages. Hardcover
Publication date:  
March 2014

Henning Ritter
was born in 1943 and died 
in Berlin in 2013. Between 
1985 and 2008 he was edi-
tor in chief of the humanities 
section of the Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung. His 
most recent works are 
Notizhefte (2010), for which 
he was awarded the 2011 
Leipzig Book Fair Award, 
Verehrte Denker (2013) and 
Die Schreie der Verwunde-
ten (2013).

The art museum, that great crucible of European culture and taste, has seen some dra-
matic changes in its time. It all began with the closure of the wunderkammern, those elite 
repositories of culture and curiosities hoarded by the aristocracy. During the French Revo-
lution such collections came under threat from vandalism, while Napoleon’s armies were 
bringing back paintings and statues from all over Europe to Paris. Collections and looted 
treasures were stored together in the Louvre — a temporary repository which became the 
first de facto art museum.

Having delineated the background and evolution of the art museum, Ritter focuses on ex-
amining the controversial history of the concept per se, using Berlin’s Museum Island as 
a paradigm. So, for example, paradoxically the integration of contemporary (in this case 
late 19th century) art was considered as a way of breathing new life into the museum as a 
conservational palladium of the past. 

C U LT U R A L  H I S TO RY

A scholarly work on the genesis and trans-
formation of the art museum from the 18th 

century to the present day. Full of illumi-
nating portraits and hitherto undiscovered 

gems, this is the last work of the great  
essayist and man of letters Henning Ritter.   

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER
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As a refugee from Nazi persecution, Max Ernst brought surrealism to America. European 
and American modernism joined forces in the artistic melting pot of New York. Werner 
Spies is the first to examine this momentous artistic symbiosis. 

On the run from the German occupying forces in the summer of 1941, Ernst boards a  
plane that takes him from Paris to New York. His arrival in the USA was a turning point 
for modern art: one of the founders and most prominent exponents of surrealism had 
arrived in America. The Amerindian art he saw in the local museums began to inform 
his own work, while young American painters simultaneously appropriated European 
surrealist techniques. Surrealism spread like wildfire through America’s artistic milieu, 
finding ubiquitous resonance in advertisements, shop window displays, comic strips and 
film.

Ernst’s vast canvas Vox Angelica, created in 1943, marked a turning point in his oeuvre: a 
summation of his art to date, incorporating his newly discovered Native American influ-
ences. Werner Spies, the leading expert on Max Ernst and his work, takes the painting as 
the springboard for a scintillating analysis of these decisive years in modern art. 

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER
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Werner Spies
Vox Angelica
Max Ernst und die  
Surrealisten in Amerika
Max Ernst and the  
surrealists in America

304 pages with illustrations. 
Hardcover. Publication date: 
March 2014

Werner Spies
was born in 1937. He 
was director of the Musée 
National d'Art Moderne in 
Paris, lectured at the Düs-
seldorf Academy of Arts 
and became known to a 
wider audience through his 
articles in the Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung. Hanser 
published Duchamp starb 
in seinem Badezimmer an 
einem Lachanfall. Portraits 
(2005), Mit Skalpell und 
Farbmaschine. Porträts 
von Max Ernst bis Gerhard 
Richter (2008), and Mein 
Glück (2012).»Spies can convey the fascination of art like no other.«  Die Welt   »One of the most astute, sharp-witted and erudite minds in the republic – a wellspring  

of ideas.«  Süddeutsche Zeitung



Contact
Hanser Children’s books

Worldwide

Anne Brans
Vilshofenerstr. 10
81679 München 
Germany
phone: +49-89-99830-519
fax: +49-89-99830-460
mail: anne.brans@hanser.de

http://foreignrights.hanser.de
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He was a young man from a good family, an eager student and an ardent romancer. A best-selling author who attained 

a high-ranking and lucrative position in a small duchy, Goethe dabbled in nature studies, fled to Italy and lived in sin. 

But for all that he found time to compose the most memorable of love poems, engage in lofty competition with friend 

and fellow dramatist Schiller, and write a canon of later work that flouted all the conventions. But Goethe wanted more. 

He wanted his life to be an art-form in itself. Rüdiger Safranski vividly describes the man behind the myth and casts 

new light on the ultimate polymath’s life and work by reappraising primary sources – Goethe’s works, letters, diaries, 

recorded discourse, and the accounts of his contemporaries.

Sales to Foreign Countries

Netherlands (Atlas Contact), Spain (Tusquets Editores), Turkey (Kabalci), UK/USA (Norton)

Rüdiger Safranski 

Goethe – Kunstwerk des Lebens. Biographie

Goethe – Life as Art. A biography

Hanser Verlag. 752 pages

»Either the Europe of nation states will founder, or the project of overcoming the nation state will. One way or another, the 
EU will be our downfall.« Robert Menasse’s plea for a »post-national Europe«.

Der Europäische Landbote received the Heinrich Mann Prize 2013, and the prize »The political Book 2013« awarded by 
the Friedrich Ebert Foundation, Berlin and the Max-Frisch-Prize awarded by the city of Zurich.

Sales to Foreign Countries

BUL (Lege Artis), CZ (Novela Bohemia), CRO (Bozicevic), NL (Arbeiderspers), PL (Polityka), SLO (Projekt Forum)

Robert Menasse

Der europäische Landbote (updated edition)

The European Courier. The citizens' rage and Europe's peace

Zsolnay Verlag. 128 pages

Good times and bad, darkness and light, religion and politics, exile and repatriation: the memoirs of the grande dame 
of Austrian journalism are an unique record of a vanished Central European society. 

»Barbara Coudenhove- Kalergi is a woman I greatly admire.«  Karl Schwarzenberg

Sales to Foreign Countries

France (Noir sur Blanc)

Barbara Coudenhove-Kalergi

Zuhause ist überall

At Home in the World 

Zsolnay Verlag. Memoir. 336 pages

The Art of Thinking Clearly by world-class thinker and entrepreneur Rolf Dobelli is an eye-opening look at human psy-

chology and reasoning — essential reading for anyone who wants to avoid »cognitive errors« and make better choices 

in all aspects of their lives.

Have you ever: Invested time in something that, with hindsight, just wasn’t worth it? Or continued doing something 

you knew was bad for you? These are examples of cognitive biases, simple errors we all make in our day-to-day thin-

king. But by knowing what they are and how to spot them, we can avoid them and make better decisions.

International Bestseller: More than 1 Mio copies sold worldwide!

Sales to more than 33 countries

Rolf Dobelli 

Die Kunst des klaren Denkens. 52 Denkfehler die Sie besser anderen überlassen

The Art of Thinking Clearly. 52 Thinking Errors and how to avoid them

Hanser Verlag. 256 pages, with illustrations

PICTURE BOOKS

CHILDREN‘S 
FICTION

YOUNG ADULTS 
FICTION

CHILDREN’S BOOKS



Little Charlie has a birthday every year – always on the same day! There’s a delicious 
birthday cake with a candle on it, and everyone’s wondering what presents he’ll get 
this year.  

»Happy birthday!« says Mummy, giving Little Charlie a kiss and handing him a little 
round package.
The doorbell never stops ringing. Grandma Nickel, Cousin Käthe and Little Charlie’s 
friends Friedrich and Wilhelm arrive in quick succession. They each bring a present: a 
red board, two blue discs, a red pole with a bell attached to it. »Thank you,« Little Charlie 
murmurs – he can’t help wondering what this is all about.
But first they all sit down to eat carrot cake and drink cocoa at the big table. Well actual-
ly not quite all of them… Mama is missing. Whatever is she up to? »She has something 
very important to see to,« says Papa. And then the door opens and Mama comes gliding 
in on a red scooter with blue wheels. She’s just been putting it together next door! 
»Thanks!« cries Little Charlie, and he jumps on the scooter right away to do a couple of 
laps around the dining table.   

F O R E I G N R I G H T S HANSER
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Rotraut Susanne Berner
Alles Gute zum Geburtstag, 
Karlchen!
Happy Birthday,  
Little Charlie!

18 pages. Board. 
Format: 15 x 21 cm
From age 3
Publication date:  
February 2014

Rotraut Susanne Berner
author and illustrator of 
the Little Charlie series, 
has produced ten volumes 
of this hugely successful 
and popular series as well 
as many other books for 
children and adults. The 
winner of numerous awards, 
in 2006 she received the 
German Prize for Young 
People’s Literature in 
recognition of a lifetime's 
outstanding work.  

ROTRAUT SUSANNE BERNER 
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Let’s all help little Charlie  

                celebrate his birthday!

Sales to Foreign Countries
France (La Joie de Lire); Russia (Melik-Pashaev) 



There are things that even the youngest child wants to know: who is at home in the 
desert? What does the North Pole look like? Which animals live at the bottom of the 
sea? This picture dictionary shows the great wide world in all its wonders – and the 
children reading it will learn the words that describe it.  

Searching, recognizing, naming – that is what picture dictionaries are all about. The 
award winning Big Book of Pictures and Words has been a runaway success in Germany 
and worldwide since its first publication in 2010. Now Ole Könnecke has created another 
fabulous book that children will want to look at over and over again. It deals with diffe-
rent regions of the world and their characteristics – the landscapes, animals and plants. 
It also shows how people adapt to all the different environments they find themselves 
living in. Described with accuracy and illustrated with great attention to detail, the book 
contains wonderful little stories that encourage reading out loud and will be sure to 
provoke new tales and more questions.
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Ole Könnecke
Das große Bilderbuch  
der ganzen Welt
The Big Picture Book  
of the Whole World 

22 pages. Board. Format:  
26 x 34 cm
From age 3
Publication date:  
March 2014

Ole Könnecke
The author and illustrator 
was born in Göttingen in 
1961, but is a long-time 
resident of Hamburg. One 
of the most versatile artists 
in Germany, his books have 
won him many awards at 
home and abroad, including 
the German Prize for Young 
People’s Literature and the 
Netherlands Picturebook 
Prize. His Anton books are 
enjoyed for their subtle hu-
mour and precise observa-
tions of chidren’s day-to-day 
life. The predecessor to this 
book, Das große Buch der 
Bilder und Wörter, was also 
nominated for the German 
Prize for Young People’s  
Literature and is a world-
wide best-seller. 

OLE KÖNNECKE 
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Sales to Foreign Countries
Netherlands (Gottmer); Norway (Mangschou); France (École des loisirs), Italy (Babalibri),  
Denmark (Turbine)

Where do                they build houses on stilts?

Where                 do palm trees grow?

Do spectacled              bears wear glasses?

Discover the world with Ole Könnecke!

The whole world in a single volumne   

The Big Book of Pictures and Words  
has been published in 17 languages!   



»Little girls like me cute and cuddly. Boys are more into my sporty side.« Oleg the 
hamster knows exactly what makes his owners tick. Nothing gets past him and he also 
knows just how to get what he wants. 

So how does he go about it?  As far as girls are concerned, »I twitch my whiskers, rub 
my muzzle and prick up my ears, cock my head and give them that wide-eyed innocent 
look.« For the boys, »I just leap into my wheel and go nuts like I’m training for the Tour 
de France.« Children have their own way of loving their pets and vice versa. Oleg the 
hamster experiences the ups and downs of his family’s everyday life at first hand; a 
hamster like him knows humans like the back of his paw. So let’s join Oleg in having a 
good laugh at our little foibles. 
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Friedbert Stohner /  
Hildegard Müller
Ich bin hier bloß  
der Hamster
I’m Just the Hamster  
Round Here 
128 pages, Hardcover
From age 8
Publication date:  
February 2014

Friedbert Stohner
was born in 1951. A writer 
and editor, he lives in  
Altlussheim on the Rhine. 
After studying philosophy he 
embarked on an academic 
career before going on to 
hold executive positions at 
various publishing houses 
specializing in children's and 
young people’s literature. 
In 1993 he co-founded 
Hanser’s children’s book 
section.  

Hildegard Müller
born in 1957, has homes in 
Mainz (on the Rhine) and 
on the North Sea coast. She 
works as an illustrator and 
designer. She has already  
illustrated Hanna Johan-
sen’s Ich bin hier bloß die 
Katze (2007) and Jutta 
Richter’s Ich bin hier bloß 
der Hund (2011) amongst 
others for Hanser’s 
children’s books section. 

FRIEDBERT STOHNER • HILDEGARD MÜLLER  
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A hamster lets the cat  
out of the bag:

         a pet’s-eye view of humans 

100

101

dachte schon, gleich schmeißt er mir noch den frisch geputzten Käfig von der Kommode, da streckte er die Arme aus und hielt sich rücklings mit beiden Händen am Türrahmen fest. Wenn Papa sich nicht festgehalten hätte, hätten die beiden vielleicht sogar zusammen durch die Tür gepasst. Aber so war Schnuppi plötzlich unterm Stuhl und zwischen Papas Beinen festgeklemmt. Er hat sich wahrscheinlich kurz gewundert, aber dann hat er sich mit seinen Riesenkräften losgerissen und ist umso schneller rausgeschossen auf den Flur. 

Und genau das machte der gute Schnuppi jetzt auch. Das heißt, er versuchte es. Er war nur viel zu groß dafür. 
Wäre er nicht so unglaublich stark, wäre Schnuppi vielleicht zwischen den Stuhlbeinen stecken geblieben. Aber er hat nun mal Riesenkräfte, und mit denen hob er den Stuhl samt Papa einfach in die Höhe und rannte weiter.Unten war jetzt Schnuppi, oben auf seinem Rücken klemmte der Stuhl, und auf dem Stuhl saß mit dem Gesicht nach hinten zum Hundepopo Papa und ruderte mit den Armen. Ich 
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Der Mensch an sich

Um es gleich zu sagen: Wir Hamster mögen 

Menschen. Warum? Weil sie so schön leicht zu 

erziehen sind. Du klammerst dich ans Käfig

türchen – schon nehmen sie dich

heraus. Du lässt die Schnurr

barthärchen zittern – schon 

wirst du gestreichelt. Du 

zeigst die Zähnchen und 

machst Kulleraugen – schon 

gibt’s Leckerchen. Versuch das 

mal bei einer Katze!

Du musst natürlich aufpassen, dass du dir 

von Anfang an den richtigen Menschen aus

suchst. Oder die richtigen, die meisten leben 

ja in Familien. Und es gibt eben auch schwer 

erziehbare darunter. Aber kein Vergleich mit 

Katzen! Auch aus schwer erziehbaren Men

schen können noch gute Hamsterfreunde wer

den. Bei Katzen kannst du das vergessen! Kat

zen sind überhaupt nicht erziehbar, wenn du 

mich fragst.

Und jetzt aufgepasst: Das Wichtigste, wenn 
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06.11.13   13:49

  For little pet lovers  
and their families  

to read aloud  

Sales to Foreign Countries
Latin America (UnaLuna) 



Maulina’s incredible, crazy, funny, sad – in short amazing – adventures continue! 
Waiting for Miracles is about the summer Maulina begins to understand her mother’s  
illness. This is the summer the two of them will experience the world once again – and 
the summer her father presents his new girlfriend.    

Life with her sick and wheelchair-bound mother in »Plasticville« is a logistical night-
mare. Maulina has to accept that there’s no turning back time and that her father, »the 
man«, has also embarked on a new life – and moaning about it won’t make a blind bit 
of difference. Maulina kidnaps a zebra to try and bring her father to his senses, then 
packs up her mother, Paul and her granddad for one last journey together. She and Paul 
dream up an incredibly lucrative business venture, but all the while she keeps a close 
watch over her beloved former home and when she gets wind of what’s brewing there, 
it makes her head spin… 
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Finn-Ole Heinrich /  
Rán Flygenring
Die erstaunlichen Abenteuer 
der Maulina Schmitt
Warten auf Wunder 
The Amazing and  
Astonishing Adventures  
of Maulina Schmitt
Part 2:  
Waiting for miracles 

224 pages. Hardcover
From age 10
Publication date: February 
2014

Finn-Ole Heinrich  
was born near Hamburg in 
1982 and studied cinema-
tography and fine art in 
Hanover. He has been work-
ing as a freelance author in 
Hamburg (and frequently on 
trains) since 2009. 2011 saw 
the appearance of his first 
children’s book, Frerk, du 
Zwerg!, which was awarded 
the German Prize for Young 
People’s Literature in 2012.    
Rán Flygenring
was born in 1987 and 
spends most of her time 
in Iceland. She studied in 
Reykjavik, Basle and Berlin 
and graduated from the 
Iceland Academy of the Arts. 
She works as a graphic 
designer and illustrator in 
Reykjavik and worldwide. 
Rán also contributed the 
illustrations to Frerk, du 
Zwerg!.  

FINN-OLE HEINRICH
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Sales to Foreign Countries
Turkey (Tudem)
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autumn 2014
      Just arrived

    Maulina goes travelling, kidnaps  

a zebra and waits for          a miracle! 

goodbyes, abandonment and searching for the right path 

brimming with offbeat ideas, wit and wacky wordplay  

already published



»Aren’t you the lucky one? You’ve won a real, live piglet!« So begins one of the most 
heartwarming children’s books; a book that first appeared 25 years ago but has lost none 
of its appeal.

Zuppi wins a piglet at the village festival raffle and names it Rudi. Dad looks a bit put 
out, but Zuppi is allowed to take the pig home for the time being. Rudi even makes the 
local front page when he chases off a burglar, but then the family is threatened with 
eviction and the odyssey begins. Rudi is relocated to a farm,  where he almost ends 
up being turned into bacon! The family comes up with a new solution. They move to a 
house on the edge of a football pitch; Dad acts as the groundskeeper with Rudi as the 
team’s mascot. When the referee shows Rudi the red card, he proves his true sporting 
talent as a runner. But he only finds true happiness when he meets the lovely young 
sow Gullinbristle and goes to live with her at a kindly farmer’s smallholding, where 
they raise piglets of their own.
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Uwe Timm / Axel Scheffler 
Rennschwein Rudi Rüssel
The Fastest Pig on Earth  

144 pages. Hardcover
From age 10
Publication date:  
March 2014

Uwe Timm 
born in 1940 in Hamburg, 
is one of the most pro-
lific German writers on the 
contemporary literary scene. 
He currently lives in Munich. 
The world of children’s 
literature has been greatly 
enriched by his work: Die 
Zugmaus, Die Piratenamsel, 
Der Schatz auf Pagensand 
– and of course Rudi Rüssel, 
the longseller!

Axel Scheffler
was born in 1957 in 
Hamburg, studied at Bath 
Academy of Art and lives 
in London. His humorous 
illustrations are known and 
loved the world over. In col-
laboration with Julia  
Donaldson he created 
The Gruffalo, a modern 
children’s classic.

     On your marks  

with Rudy the  

      fastest Pig on Earth 

Sales to Foreign Countries
Spain (Castillian: Fondo de Cultura; Galician: Editorial Galaxia); Slovenia (Mladiska knjiga), China  
(21st Century), Korea (Changbi), Turkey (Ithaki Yayinlari), Albania (Botimet Dudaj-Dudaj); Russia  
(Samokat)
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Elisabeth Zöller  
Der Krieg ist ein  
Menschenfresser
The War is Cannibal 
280 pages. Hardcover
From age 14
Publication date:  
February 2014

Elisabeth Zöller 
is one of Germany’s best 
known and most successful 
authors of books for children 
and young readers. Her 
novel Schwarzer Wolf, Skin 
(published by Thienemann 
under the pseudonym Marie 
Hagemann in 1993) caused 
a sensation. Anna rennt won 
the Catholic Youth Book 
Prize, and Anton oder die 
Zeit des unwerten Lebens 
won the Gustav Heinemann 
Peace Prize. Hanser has 
also published her novels 
Wir tanzen nicht nach Füh-
rers Pfeife (2012) and Das 
Monophon (2013).

1914 – 1918. Four years that shook Europe to the core and snuffed out the hopes and 
dreams of a whole generation. 

Leipzig, August 1914. Bells, free beer and dance music. There’s a carnival atmosphere 
— the war has begun!  Ferdinand and August are desperate to see some action, so 
what’s keeping them in Leipzig? Especially now that the lovely Anni only has eyes 
for dashing Dunker strutting around like a peacock in his brand new lieutenant’s uni-
form. Before long, the two friends find themselves on a train to France, carrying their 
camera in a brown leather case.
Berlin, March 1918. When Sophie is summoned by a telegram from her childhood 
friend Max, she sets off immediately. But Max is barely recognisable. Shell shock, the 
doctors tell her, but there’s more to it than that. He is accused of concealing evidence 
concerning an incident at the front and is faced with the threat of court martial. Eve-
rything seems to hinge on the contents of a brown leather bag...  

YO U N G  A D U LT S  F I C T I O N

Marking the centenary of WWI 

For relevant teaching material, go to www.elisabeth-zoeller.de




